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The meeting was called to order by Councilwoman Bendekovic, President of the City Council.   
 
1. Roll call by City Clerk: 

Councilmember: Diane Veltri Bendekovic 
   Jerry Fadgen 
   Robert A. Levy 
   Peter S. Tingom 
   Sharon Moody Uria 

 Mayor:  Rae Carole Armstrong 
 City Attorney: Donald J. Lunny, Jr. 
  
 * * * * * 
 
2. The invocation was offered by Councilwoman Uria. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance followed. 

 

* * * * * 
 
ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE MAYOR 

 
Councilwoman Bendekovic introduced and welcomed Christina Lai from Nova High government class. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong read a Proclamation designating April 16 and 17, 2010 as Relay for Life Day in the City of 
Plantation. 
 
 
The Proclamation was accepted by Pat Ortega, Lana MacAloon (chairperson for Plantation Relay), and Ronenia 
Jenkins (American Cancer Society Community Representative). 
 
* * * * * 
 
Edith Lederberg, Executive Director, and Allen Bass, former president, were present on behalf of the Area 
Agency for Aging in Broward County, presented a plaque to the City for achieving five successful years of Full 
Fair Share Contributions to the nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization. 
 
* * * * * 
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Hank Breitenkam, Utilities Director, thanked Carole Morris with the South Florida Water Management District 
as she presented him with a $50,000 check to go towards the high efficiency toilet retrofit. 
 
* * * * * 
 

Resolution No. 10842 
3. RESOLUTION of appreciation to Mary “Chris” Radziwon for 10 years of dedicated service to the City 

of Plantation. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, to approve Resolution No. 10842.  Motion 
carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
 
The Farmers’ Market will have its Grand Opening on Saturday, March 13, 2010 at Volunteer Park between 8:00 
a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
 
* * * * * 
 
The 2010 Census is coming up in April 2010.  There are several locations within the City that will be open to 
provide information to residents.  Individual assistance will be provided at the following locations on March 19 
through April 19, 2010 between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.: 
 

• City Hall located at 400 NW 73rd Avenue, Plantation, Florida. 

• Jim Ward Community Center located at 301 NW 48th Avenue, Plantation, Florida. 

• Kennedy Community Center located on Palm Tree Road in Plantation, Florida. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Daylight Savings Time begins on Sunday, March 14, 2010. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Jim Romano, Parks and Recreation Director, made the following announcements: 
 

• A Multi Family Garage Sale will be on Saturday, March 13, 2010 at Volunteer Park. 

• The Dive Meet will be at the Aquatics Complex on Saturday, March 13, 2010. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that Channel 10 news is present with regard to the pigs in the Plantation Acres 
community.  We hope to find, through a structured, cooperative effort in some manner to get the population of 
wildlife habitating in Plantation under control. 
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Councilwoman Bendekovic indicated that she and Councilwoman Uria attended the Plantation Acres 
Homeowners’ Association meeting last night.  There was discussion regarding the pigs and Loretta Kenna was 
going to spearhead the project and was given some names of individuals who were willing to do it for free; 
however, they needed help with the cost as far as putting up barriers.   
 
Councilwoman Uria expressed concern with euthanizing the pigs.  She mentioned a local business owner who 
has property in the central part of the state who has stated that he could transport the pigs there.  Unfortunately, 
the gentleman from “Dead or Alive Wildlife Removal” said if the pigs were caught they had to be euthanized. 
 
John Girardi with Dead or Alive Wildlife Removal was present.  He explained that he was originally hired by 
residents on the south side of NW 4th Street in late December or early January on Old Hiatus and NW 4th Street.   
After approximately a month of attempting to live trap the pigs in a corral type trap, they entered the property 
with permission from the property owner at which time it was determined that someone was feeding the pigs.  It 
is illegal to feed the pigs within City limits anywhere in the State of Florida.  The bait was then changed to 
attract the pigs into the traps but it did not work.  Whoever was feeding them actually came in and sabotaged the 
traps that were set.  After two more weeks the property owner lost control of the property the pigs were on; he 
was a lease to own option and someone was attempting to buy it from underneath him; therefore, he gave up his 
lease to own option and the company backed out.  They could not get in touch with the new property owner.  
They were eventually rehired by some of the other residents at which time they were able to meet with the new 
property owner, who gave permission to enter the property.  It was then learned that the pigs must have been 
spooked and were no longer on the property and that is when the chase started.  The pigs were followed between 
nine and ten pieces of property all the way down NW 4th Street heading west across NW 118th Avenue ending up 
on the northeast side of Sunrise Boulevard and NW 118th Avenue and even east of there.  As of last night several 
calls were received advising that the pigs were heading towards Nob Hill Road and Cleary Boulevard.  The pigs 
went from 11 acres to two builder’s acres, which is not even quite two acres. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Girardi stated that it is usually $200 per pig and $50 for piglets 
or somewhere in that area.  Depending on the size of the boar’s tusks, the price goes up.  Because there are so 
many pigs, the customers were given a flat fee of $200 regardless of the pig size and $50 for the piglets.  After 
the problem intensified and the news media became involved, they decided to do this for free.  He has put close 
to $1,500 in gas and dogs.  After a period of time he decided that he could not do this without some help with 
costs.  He started meeting with staff members and they were willing to work for free; therefore, it was just broke 
down to costs.  The costs come in with running the dogs, due to safety.  They purchased a construction type 
fence, about three feet tall, and tried to keep it on Sunrise Boulevard to deter the dogs and pigs from running into 
traffic and it worked.  The pigs need to be contained; they keep running and getting spooked.  This past Friday 
another property owner gave permission to enter his property and there were some feeders and tree stands where 
someone had been hunting the pigs.   
 
Lee Hillier, resident, was present.  He discussed public safety and finds that pigs running across Sunrise 
Boulevard, an arterial road, are a problem.  The pigs will probably stay in that area if they are not spooked.  He 
believes that all of the attention has created even more problems.  He does not believe the City should extend any 
resources for any recovery efforts.   
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that as a City, no action has been taken; however, we are prepared to coordinate the 
various agencies to assist in any way possible in order to mitigate the problem. 
 
Councilwoman Uria noted that this is an increasing problem across the State and other parts of the country.   
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Councilwoman Bendekovic stated that the City will coordinate the effort and whatever is needed as far as the 
bordering and fencing of the property, the City will assist in any way possible.  She advised that Loretta Kenna 
would be getting in touch with Dead or Alive Wildlife Removal. 
 
Mr. Gerardi mentioned the danger of the pigs and noted that they are very aggressive.  Their main concern is that 
if children, adults or a dog were to corner one of the pigs or get close to a piglet, the pigs would not go around 
them, they would go right through them.  He believes if this is taken care of properly it can be stopped.  With 
regard to transporting, he cautioned that there are different diseases the pigs can contract and relocating them to a 
farm or hunting camp in North Florida might be something that cannot be done.  He was not certain whether the 
pigs could contract the diseases but if so, by State law, they will not be able to be relocated.  He would be more 
than willing to send the pigs somewhere instead of euthanizing them if it is not an issue. 
 
Councilman Fadgen mentioned a law preventing hunting within the City and stated that there are several 
accomplished archers in this area.  We should seek a variance of the State law because of the danger, disease and 
nuisance if the trapping is not conclusive or successful.   
 
* * * * *  
 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Items #5 (#15a), #11 and #15 were removed from the Consent Agenda and discussed separately. 
 
As a Commissioner of the CRA, Mayor Armstrong has a voting privilege on Items #11 and #15. 
 
Mr. Lunny read the Consent Agenda by title. 
 
4. Approve promotional event at Rick Case Hyundai located at 925 North State Road 7 from March 11 – 

March 14, 2010. 
 
5. Approve contract for Plantation Woods at Kennedy Community Center decorative Fencing to National 

Fence of Miami, Inc. for a total of $24,925.  (Budgeted – 2003 Bond) 
 
This item was removed from the agenda and heard as Item #15a. 

 
6. Approve settlement proposal Diaz vs. City of Plantation. 
 
 Ordinance No. 2439 
7. Second and Final Public Hearing of a land development regulatory ORDINANCE of the City of 
 Plantation, pertaining to the subject of walls; amending Section 27-637 relating to the height, use, 
 materials and placement of walls so as to establish a new uniform wall standard for walls being built on 
 private property lines which abut an expressway, arterial roadway or a collector roadway within 
 Plantation (i.e. Sunrise Boulevard, West Broward Boulevard, Peters Road, Florida Turnpike, University 
 Drive, Pine Island Road, Nob Hill Road, Hiatus Road, Flamingo Road, Cleary Boulevard, and NW 5th 
 Street/NW 65th Avenue (between University Drive and Sunrise Boulevard); providing for exceptions to 
 the uniform standard; providing a conflicts clause; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective 
 date therefor. 
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 Ordinance No. 2440 

8. Second and Final Public Hearing of an ORDINANCE of the City of Plantation, pertaining to the subject 
 of procurement; creating filing fees for procurement protests and procurement appeals; providing 
 amendments in the procurement protest procedure and procurement appeal procedure concerning 
 scheduling matters, chairperson authority to issue non-substantice (procedural) orders without convening 
 the full Bid Protest Review Committee, composition of Procurement Appeal Committee, and the 
 execution of contracts during the pendency of these matters; providing other changes to the procurement 
 protests and procurement appeals; providing a savings clause; and providing an effective date therefor. 
 

Resolution No. 10843 
9. RESOLUTION assessing a lien on certain property for the cost to the City of Plantation of its mowing 
 and clearing 6531 NW 18 Court.  (Bright Investments, LLC) 
 

Resolution No. 10844 
10. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 18 – February 24, 2010. 
 

Resolution No. 10845 
12. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 25 – March 3, 2010 for the Plantation Gateway Development District. 

 
 Resolution No. 10846 
13. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 25 – March 3, 2010 for the Plantation Midtown Development District. 
 

Resolution No. 10847 
14. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 25 – March 3, 2010. 
 
Councilman Fadgen referenced amended Item #6 and noted the only change was the signature. 
 
Mr. Lunny advised it was the description of the cause that changed.  One says the incorrect version said, “Civil 
rights and the correct version said, “Unfair labor”. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilman Fadgen, to approve tonight’s Consent Agenda as 
read.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 

* * * * * 
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Mr. Lunny read Item #15a by title. 
 
15a. Approve contract for Plantation Woods at Kennedy Community Center decorative Fencing to National 

Fence of Miami, Inc. for a total of $24,450.  (Budgeted – 2003 Bond)  
 
Motion by Councilwoman Fadgen, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve Item #15a.  Motion carried 
on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 

* * * * * 
 

Resolution No. 10848 
11. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 18 – 24, 2010 for the City of Plantation’s Community Redevelopment 
 Agency. 
 
Dennis Conklin, resident, was present.  He congratulated the Council as CRA Directors.  This is a Catalytic 
Incentive Grant.  A lot of improvement has been observed and he thanked them for getting the project going.   
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve Item #11.  Motion carried on 
the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 

Note:  Mayor Armstrong voted affirmatively. 
 
* * * * * 
 

Resolution No. 10849 

15. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
 Report for the period February 25 – March 3, 2010 for the City of Plantation’s Community 
 Redevelopment Agency. 
 

Dennis Conklin, resident, was present.  He noted that Items #11 and #15 would go by unmentioned; however, 
the City Council, as CRA Directors, has taken great steps to improve the appearance of the District along State 
Road 7.   This is basically for the infrastructure to put the FP&L lines out of sight. 
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that this project is a 2002 Bond project which is finally in process because of 
multiple different barriers. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilwoman Bendekovic, to approve Item #15.  Motion 
carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 



City Council, March 10, 2010    Plantation, Florida  12173 

 

Note:  Mayor Armstrong voted affirmatively. 
 

* * * * * 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS     

 

16.  DISCUSSION CONCERNING PROPOSED KENNEDY COMMUNITY CENTER. 
 

A memorandum dated March 4, 2010 to City Council Members from Mayor Rae Carole Armstrong follows: 
 
BACKGROUND 

 

In Y2003, Plantation City Council approved a bond which included funding for the Plantation Preserve Golf 
Course, the Plantation Preserve Park and Linear Trail, Kennedy Community Center projects and Midtown 
projects. 
 
To date, through grant funds and the Y2003 Bond, the Plantation Preserve projects are complete.  Kennedy 
Center projects which include additions and renovations to the Helen B. Hoffman Library and the Plantation 
Historical Museum have been completed.  The linear trail and bridge connection through the Botanical Garden to 
Fifth Street/65th Avenue and Liberty Tree Park is complete.  Improvements to the Botanical Garden include the 
installation of a new Art in Pubic Places element (wind chime) and tree plantings from the foundation for a 
“learning center,” where residents can see different species of trees and plants that they might want to use at their 
homes.  The Botanical Garden remains a “work in progress” which will continue to grow as funds become 
available for more plantings.  Plantation Woods is currently under construction with a new tot lot and water play 
area including renovations to the tennis facilities. 
 
The last project on the Kennedy Center list includes construction of a new community center to serve the 
neighborhoods in the east central part of Plantation and the prospect of renovating the old community center. 
 
NEW COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The program for the new community center is described in the memorandum attached from Jim Romano, Parks 
and Recreation Director.  The Community Center Project was approved by the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board on February 23, 2010. 
 
At this time, Administration is recommending that we move forward on construction to complete the Y2003 
Bond projects while the economy provides the prospect for a competitive construction bid and an opportunity to 
provide employment in a challenged economy. 
 
ORIGINAL COMMUNITY CENTER 

 

The original community center because of its size, layout, and aging infrastructure, no longer can serve the needs 
of the community to match the standards of services provided at Jim Ward Community Center, Volunteer Park 
and Central Park.  However, two proposals are included in the Conceptual Plan that would reposition the uses for 
this facility as a Nature Explore Center with indoor and outdoor educational spaces for children and adults who 
visit Plantation Woods.  A similar concept would provide indoor and outdoor workshop space for an Arts 
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Colony and Sculpture Garden.  Working with volunteers from the community, the Plantation Art Guild, the 
Parks and Recreation and Landscape Departments, I am confident that we can bring these exciting ideas to life. 
 
Danny Ezzedine, Director of Design and Construction, is currently soliciting cost information from specialty 
restoration contractors to determine the feasibility of restoring the original community center structure. 
 
PLANTATION’S CULTURAL CORRIDOR 

 

As these projects have developed and the annual Arts of Plantation: A Cultural Celebration event at the Library 
and Historical Museum has grown, it has become apparent that a unique venue for the residents in Plantation has 
evolved to promote and focus on the arts, history, nature and education.  Through the resources that are present 
in this corridor and the trail (pedestrian/bicycle greenway) that links these amenities together, Plantation 
residents can experience a unique cultural corridor that integrates play, meditation, the environment and learning.  
To collectively promote the exciting, exceptional programs and facilities, we are recommending that this area be 
designated as Plantation’s Cultural Corridor. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 

 
To approve the conceptual plan for Plantation’s Cultural Corridor and authorize the Parks and Recreation 
Director to begin construction on the new community center. 

__________ 

 
Mayor Armstrong explained that the Kennedy Community Center was funded through the Y2003 Bond.  There 
was a very long list of things that needed to be done between 2002 and 2003 and we are in the process of 
finishing most of those initiatives.  One of the initiatives was the building of a new community center in the 
Historical District at Kennedy Park.  In looking at the City and across the whole spectrum the program is to be 
able to provide at locations throughout the City opportunities for all residents, not only those in the 
neighborhood, but those that reside in the City to be able to utilize and have the appropriate facilities available to 
them as far as parks and as far as the community center is concerned.  The project being presented is to complete 
the Kennedy Community Center with a new facility and looking at the programming and recognizing where we 
have been with Volunteer Park and the Jim Ward Community Center, the decision was put forward to move in a 
direction of replicating the footprint of Jim Ward Community Center in order to maintain costs and to keep the 
consistency throughout the City.  The existing Community Center was also looked at to see if we could find the 
ability to retain it as structurally sound, that we would be able to incorporate some uses within our programming.  
She has some very excited members of the Art Guild who hope that we will be able to create a basic program 
that will provide classroom space for the Art Guild. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Romano indicated that three different areas will be discussed; 
however, they are inclusive of the same area.   
 
Diana Berchielli, Landscape Director, introduced Nature Explore at Kennedy Woods.  She explained the 
program and noted that its mission is to inspire our children, families and educators to connect more deeply with 
the world around them by providing innovative research based programs.  Through this program our children 
and families develop a profound engagement with the natural world where nature is an essential part of our 
children’s daily learning.  This program educates and inspires our young children and adults to understand plants 
and care for trees in the environment in order to build a better future.  Throughout the years our children have 
become more and more disconnected from nature and this is a huge concern.  Studies have shown the benefits of 
children having positive experiences with a natural around world with them have included an increased sense of 



City Council, March 10, 2010    Plantation, Florida  12175 

wonder, imagination, creativity as well as increasing their observation and relationship skills and motivation for 
life long learning skills.   
 
Patrice Sonneliter, Associate Landscape Architect, indicated that the City has an initiative to further develop its 
Cultural Corridor.  She discussed the components that make up the corridor and noted that the City has an 
initiative in this entire area, beginning at Plantation Woods, which is a little over an acre site for our children’s 
park that is currently under construction, featuring a water play area and several areas with large play equipment.  
This is through the FRDAP grant and should be finished within a couple of weeks.  Part of the initiative is to 
define the use of the existing Community Center.  The site has been proposed to be an art and nature center 
housing both indoor and outdoor nature classrooms.  Connected to this facility is the Nature Explore, which is a 
nationwide initiative for children to learn more about nature.  As fewer natural spaces are left there are less 
natural places to explore.  Children are not encouraged to explore nature like we are; to get dirty, to pick up 
stones, leaves and pods and carry them home.  Our children are missing the opportunity to relate to nature.  
Research shows that nature has a lot to teach us about the world; social skills, science skills and art appreciation.  
The Nature Explore site is proposed to be 120 feet by 130 feet with a 16,000-square-foot natural classroom site.  
The area can be used actively through organized groups, class field trips and camps or supervised adults, or 
passively with an adult and child while using the space at their own pace.  The materials used in the Nature 
Explore area are natural elements such as slices of wood for painting a building, half logs for benches, and small 
logs for building, stepping and balance.  The design of the spaces are carefully planned outdoor rooms specific to 
its activities.  This area opens up to an open area for running and playing as well as gathering for a group.  The 
nature area should have tables and most parts of nature items to draw and look at.  There will also be a building 
area. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic commented that as an educator, anything hands on is a valuable learning tool.  She 
questioned whether the Arbor Day Foundation has grants and whether the City will look for grants to fund this 
type of a project. 
 

 Mr. Romano advised that unfortunately, last year no FRDAP grants were allocated and this year does not look 
good but he will find out more next month when he attends the meeting regarding FRDAP grants.  If there are 
FRDAP grants available, this would be the ideal project to use it for.  Up to $50,000 of FRDAP can be used and 
the funds are unmatched.  He assumed that if this was anywhere less than that it could be funded through a 
FRDAP grant assuming it is available.  We need to find out how much this type of project will cost.   
 
Councilwoman Uria would like more of a breakdown on some costs.  During discussion of the Community 
Center we are looking at $2 million and the 2003 Bond.  She questioned whether the $2 million was just for the 
Community Center or if that is for the new Community Center and to renovate the existing Community Center.  
She also questioned how much it would cost to maintain and operate the new Community Center. 
 
Mr. Romano stated that the purpose of this meeting was to discuss the project and show Council how it blends 
together.  At this point they are just mapping out the project.  With regard to the $2 million, that is for the new 
Community Center, which is 15,000 square feet.   As far as costs to maintain and operate, they plan on 
transferring current Community Center staff to the new Community Center and personnel costs will be 
negotiable. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mayor Armstrong noted that the expectation is to begin the project in 
approximately one year.  During the neighborhood plan by the Historical Museum there was no question that 
there was a need for an improved and expanded Community Center at that location.  There was discussion as to 
whether the old Center could be renovated to meet the expectations and standards of the existing Center.  The 
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proposal is to incorporate both Community Centers into the programming for the property.  It is anticipated that 
the $2 million would be the target for the budget between the Center that was previously built at Jim Ward for 
$1.7 million and the costs for the architectural and any other contingencies.  If we are lucky or get a good 
construction bid and have an opportunity to expand on some savings in other areas, potentially we will have 
money to do some of the other conceptual areas.   
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mayor Armstrong advised that they are trying to stretch the funds in 
the 2003 Bond to include as much of the renovations to the existing Center as possible.  The structure itself has 
some physical challenges and conditions that have existed for a long period of time.  In order to use the Center 
for the Nature Explore, continuing classrooms that might provide a workshop base for the Art Guild, it will 
require a renovation.  We are currently looking at consultants who do this type of renovation that would be 
required in order to redevelop the infrastructure, which is the main portion of the entire building.   
 
Councilman Levy requested an explanation of the FRDAP grant and questioned whether this is the last project.  
He also questioned what would happen to the $2 million if it were not used for this purpose. 
 
Mayor Armstrong indicated that this is the last project listed in the 2003 Bond.  If the $2 million was not used for 
this project it would either have to be redirected, as you must go through an initiative with Bond Counsel in 
order to do so.   
 
Mr. Lunny explained that the 2003 Bond is a non ad valorum Bond so there was no vote in favor of or against 
the Bond.  The Bond documents will allow a change; however, the resolutions may have to be amended and an 
opinion may be necessary from the City Attorney and from Bond Counsel to affect a change to the 2003 project 
list. 
 
In response to Councilman Levy, Mr. Romano explained that FRDAP stands for Florida Recreation 
Development Assistance Program.  That is a program that comes out of the Florida Forever Fund and there is a 
small percentage that comes out of the total Florida Forever Program that funds the FRDAP grant.   Anything 
$50,000 or below is funded at 100%; however, you can request more. 
 
Councilman Levy questioned whether our goals would be reached if the money was used to rehabilitate the 
current building and did not build the second Center.  He also questioned if the money was set aside for the 
Community Center whether the existing Center could be enlarged and rehabilitated along with doing the garden 
and the woods.  He believed it would be redundant if we could leverage what we have by making and creating   a 
rehab Center that is already there and develop everything else planned around it we still would have a #1 facility 
and a new Center would not be necessary.  This is a luxury item; it is not safety and health for the community. 
He was not sure that the City could afford to develop a new Community Center and he thought that the $2 
million should be used in another way. 
 
Mr. Lunny advised that the Kennedy Community Center is not a defined concept; therefore, you must think 
about what you were thinking in 2003 and how that is evolved in terms of the elements of the project and what 
are not.  He does not personally recall and did not think the Bond documents are specific enough to say whether 
we are building or tearing down a Center; it is just defined as a project that will be subject to the reasonable 
formulation and approval of the Council.  He believes the main worry of Bond Counsel, the City Attorney and 
Finance; the people involved in the financial aspects, is we have a project, we know about where it is in the City 
of Plantation but by no means was it developed to a point of blueprint and the exact component were not in your 
mind. 
 



City Council, March 10, 2010    Plantation, Florida  12177 

Mayor Armstrong indicated that enlarging the existing Center and rehabilitating it like the Jim Ward Community 
Center was explored and examined as far as the uses are concerned. Because of the structure and way it was 
designed in 1963, the Engineering Department has recommended that the existing Center be removed.  Because 
of the way the Bond has been leveraged, the Bond funds have been stretched to do more than was originally 
intended.  That has allowed us to do the addition at the Historical Museum, to do the addition at the Library and 
improvements to the Botanical Garden.  Had we not had the ability to leverage, we would not have been able to 
do those projects.  The monies have been used wisely.  She is hopeful that we will find ourselves with those 
funds available within a year or so in order to get the Nature Explore built.  Hopefully we can take care of the 
construction competitive element in our current environment we will find that we have funds that will be able to 
be moved to complete this portion of the project, the old Center, which was secondary to building a new Center 
at the time the Bond was discussed with Council.   
 
Mr. Romano advised that there have been numerous discussion and we came to the conclusion that the facility is 
needed.  We do need the space and would like to take some of the existing programs that are in tight quarters and 
put them in some of the other spaces in the old Community Center and make that a cultural art area that will 
accommodate the Nature Center and the Arts.  Those two areas would have plenty of room to grow and to 
flourish.  There are plans they would like to see developed with an array of different types of classes; outdoor art 
classes, clay pottery type classes, etc.  By retaining the existing Community Center we would be able to 
accomplish these goals.  Areas will be developed in the new Community Center that the area is demanding or 
requesting a greater use of.  The reason for doubling the size of the cardio room is to accommodate the residents 
who are requesting this.   
 
Councilman Levy concurred with Councilwoman Uria and stated that we would have to maintain and supply the 
areas and it is much more than just providing a space.  Also, fees will be collected from people who do not want 
to pay the fees because they are taxpayers.  He reiterated that this is a luxury and he did not feel that the money 
needs to be put into a new building and hope to do the Nature Center for the children.  He wants to be sure that 
he is voting for something where he can say the City is getting every bang for its buck and that we are not 
spending money frivolously on something that can wait.  In his opinion we should take what we have, make it 
right and build onto it.  He would prefer to see the $2 million used in a better way. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mayor Armstrong indicated that the money is arbitraged and you 
have to start paying money back on it on the Bond.  The Bond can be held but you will pay for it, which is not a 
good situation to be in.  We have had to arbitrage money in the past.   
 
Councilman Fadgen referenced the trail and questioned how you get from the Library to the Community Center.  
When looking to put a Community Center on the east side there was no question that they needed a facility.  
There was an urgency on the part of the Council to build the Community Center and when the school decided to 
move it created a perfect opportunity.  He does not see residents pushing for a new facility at this location and 
shares the same thoughts that Councilwoman Uria and Councilman Levy have already expressed.  During this 
economic time he would say, “Not now and maybe not ever.”  Perhaps there is a need elsewhere to build a 
Community Center.  The existing Community Center was our first building, opened in 1963, and it has historical 
significance.  Over the years he has heard people say that the building should be designated as a historical site.  
The building is old and solid; however, architecturally it is not very good.  He would be in favor before 
proceeding with a new Community Center to at least address the existing facility.  He suggested delaying any 
action on this going forward. 
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Ms. Sonneliter advised the trail from the Library to the Community Center has not been ironed out.  What has 
been proposed is along the existing parking to bump that out and put a guardrail so that there is safe passage 
running along a portion of the parking lot.  It would go across a designated crosswalk to go across in front of the 
Library and take a path of that sod down and then would cross Fig Tree Lane and pick up on the path that will be 
starting. 
 
Mr. Romano feels now is the time to construct the new Community Center.  The economy is depressed and 
people are looking to work.  He believes there will be some extremely competitive prices from the contractors 
who would bid this job.  The original building at Jim Ward came in a little over $2 million because there were 
other amenities with parking lots, basketball courts and the water play area.  As Councilwoman Uria mentioned, 
if they are charging $110 per square foot the ballpark would be about $1.6 million. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Ezzedine advised that several possibilities have been reviewed as 
to whether the existing building could be renovated; however, it would be a very challenging situation with the 
upper area which is a vaulted ceiling.  Vaulted structures are extremely expensive if they can be rehabilitated.  
Due to the type of building, there is no way to add to the upper portion. 
 
Councilman Tingom has had a lot of bad experiences with rehabilitating concrete.  Unless we get a very strong 
report stating that this rehabilitation can happen, he feels the structure should probably be demolished.   If the 
current structure does not exist then there is a need for a new Community Center. He questioned whether this has 
been discussed at the Parks and Recreation Board.  His biggest concern is safety.  As Councilman Levy 
suggested, perhaps cost factors should be put together and brought back before the Council.  He noted that he 
does not feel good about remodeling the existing structure. 
 
Mr. Romano stated that this plan was approved by the Parks and Recreation Board with one negative vote. 
 
Mayor Armstrong commented that the blending of the two buildings would have been easier at this point 
because the focus was to bring in the new Community Center out of the Bond funds.  The Bond funds are there, 
we are paying interest on them and the community is expecting something to be built there in the form of a new 
Community Center.  She is of the opinion that this would add value to the properties in the area as far as 
regenerating interest in that location as well as to provide an additional attraction, important to the community 
and to the neighborhood.  At the time the community did not want the building; it was to be demolished.  They 
did not have any interest or any idea about creating a Nature Explore or an art classroom.  These are exciting 
concepts to bring to the community because of the programming.  There is still a concern as to whether anything 
can be done to retain the existing building and blend it into the need that will be a compliment to the new area.  
She reiterated that this is the time to do the project.  This was something that we wanted to conceptually put in 
place so that if there is a chance to look at grants we have something conceptual to say this is something we want 
to work towards.  We can try to get some additional numbers; however, that restructure will never be able to 
match what this new structure would be in terms of what it would provide to the community as far as meeting 
needs are concerned and it will never be the kind of facility simply because of the nature of what it is.  It could 
possibly be used for mini galleries and to house the Nature Explore classes but it will not be able to do these 
types of activities.  She hopes the funding will be there to do more than just the Community Center.  We already 
have this footprint and the architectural is already in place; therefore, it is limited in dollars as to what it would 
take in order to get the architectural done.  It really cannot be looked at as either or, it needs to be combined.  
 
In response to Councilman Levy, Mayor Armstrong advised that it would cost about $40,000 to demolish the 
existing Community Center and remove everything.  As far as making the building a historic treasure, it is a 
questionable historic. 
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Mr. Ezzedine indicated that he would get some numbers but reminded everyone that the building has to bring 
100% to the new Code and will be extremely expensive.   
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mayor Armstrong stated that if the building had to go for some 
reason, the location has been defined for the activities relative to the Nature Explore and the arts could be 
resident in the new Center.   
 
There was a consensus to have cost factors prior to moving forward. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic opened discussion to the public. 
 
Betty Cobb, resident, advised that three years ago the Broward Trust for Historic Preservation said they could 
designate the Community Center immediately, all they needed was a signature on a piece of paper.  There are 
special grants for preservation once something is designated.  There have been a couple of architects out there 
and they wanted to designate an entire area in Plantation and they were told just to look at the building.  The 
Center has been in line to be historically designated, the only hold up is the City of Plantation, not the Broward 
Trust for Historic Preservation.  She also noted that there are no facilities south of Broward Boulevard for 
meetings to be held.  A Community Center could be put in Seminole Park or put $750,000 towards the purchase 
of the land that is Heritage Park at the corner of Peters Road and Fig Tree Lane, as there are 17 unused acres. 
 
Mayor Armstrong indicated that they have approached Broward County with regard to that land and they will 
not sell it; they use it for parking. 
 

Kingsley Smith, resident, recalled the 2003 discussion regarding the Bond money.  He commented that activity 
center would change the atmosphere of the neighborhood because of traffic and did not know whether that was 
taken into consideration.   
 

Betty Newman, resident, lives in the neighborhood.  She questioned whether there has been any consideration as 
to what is going to happen to the neighborhood.  She questioned whether the sculpture garden is part of the 
projected plan that might happen.  If the other things do not pan out how will the area be used; will there be a 
huge distance between the old Community Center if we keep it.  She does not know if this was thought out as 
well as it should have been.  She expressed concern as to who was going to take care of the new Community 
Center. 
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that if this concept was not accepted basically the area would remain as is in the same 
condition as it is right now.  If the new Community Center is built and the old Center is rehabilitated, the plan is 
to have a sculpture garden in the Plantation Woods.  There may be a question if there no facilities to support the 
sculpture garden.  As far as vandalism, she is aware that there has been a real problem at that location and lot of 
it is because the teenagers who are there are not finding anything of interest for them to do.  A new Community 
Center would bring people with positive expectations and positive interests and the vandalism would go away.  
There have been problems in other areas and as soon as the property has been improved the kids have learned to 
respect it.  The Community Centers that have been built throughout the City have basically been to serve our 
Plantation neighborhoods and residents. 
 
Jim DeMar, resident, was concerned about how close the building would be to the neighborhood.  He suggested 
putting the new Community Center in the location of the old building if it cannot be preserved so that the 
residents could keep the open field that has been a buffer for many years. 
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Councilwoman Bendekovic closed the public discussion. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic advised that a cost analysis is needed prior to determining whether we demolish or 
rebuild or keep both structures.  Until the cost analysis is received she, personally, is very uncomfortable moving 
forward with anything.   
 
Councilman Levy concurred that people in the neighborhood have to be consulted, which he is sure will be done 
once it is determined exactly what will be done.  Additional information is needed as to what will be done in the 
area prior to making a determination of an action.  There are some problems in the neighborhood that have to be 
addressed. 
 
Councilwoman Uria stated that some figures may be given and it may be decided that the $2 million may be well 
spent on a new building because the current building cannot be renovated and must be demolished.  She agreed 
that this is the time to build as far as money goes. 
 
Councilman Fadgen commented that this is the first he has heard about the building being unsafe and he 
questioned whether it has deteriorated to the extent that it is currently unsafe.  He suggested having an engineer 
make that determination.  He would like to see if there is community support for preserving the existing 
building; he thinks there is, but that needs to be weighed against the costs.  He would like to preserve the 
building if possible.   
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic indicated that the direction has been given as to what will be needed to bring the 
discussion back so that a course of action can be determined.  At that time the public will be notified 
accordingly. 
 
* * * * * 
             

LEGISLATIVE ITEMS   -   None. 
 
* * * * * 
          

QUASI-JUDICIAL CONSENT AGENDA  -   None. 
 
* * * * * 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS    
 

17. APPROVE REQUEST FOR SIGN SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR PLANTATION PALMS 
ASSOCIATION, INC. LOCATED AT 600 NW 101ST AVENUE. 

   
Planning and Zoning staff comments follow: 
 
REQUEST: From: Section 22-43 which allows residential developments to have one double-faced ground 

sign. 
 
  To: Allow four single-faced wall signs (at three locations) for a single family residential 

development of 80 units. 
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EXHIBITS TO BE INCLUDED:  Planning and Zoning Division report; subject site map; Sing Special 
Exception application and sign exhibits. 
 
ANALYSIS:   

 
The subject site is zoned PRD-15Q, consists of 47.17 (+/-) acres, and was approved by City Council on July 22, 
1987, for 80 single family homes with a landscape entry feature and 24-hour guard gate. 
 
The Plan Adjustment Committee approved a site plan modification on March 16, 10989, for placement of a 
double faced monument (entry) sign at the community entrance on Central Park Place at NW 101st Avenue.  A 
second sign (a wall sign located on the perimeter wall at Nob Hill road and Cleary Boulevard) was approved by 
City Council as a special exception on April 26, 1989.  At that same meeting, City Council denied a special 
exception for third sign (a wall sign located on the perimeter wall at Nob Hill Road and Central Park Place).  
Although only two signs were approved, three signs (as noted above) currently exist on the site.  The applicant 
indicates these signs were installed by the original developer approximately 20 years ago.  Staff has been unable 
to verify a subsequent approval or permits for the third sign. 
 
The applicant proposes enhancements to the community entrance feature together with upgrades to the 
community signage.  The entrance enhancements which include new gates, walkway materials, and landscaping 
are under review by the Plan Adjustment Committee.  As only one entry sign is allowed by code and only one 
additional sign has been approved by special exception, an additional sign special exception is needed to allow 
the proposed signage upgrades.   
 
The applicant requests approval to have a total of four wall signs for the community: 
 

• On entry wall with project identification signage on each side of the main entrance at NW 101st Avenue 
(in lieu of the existing double-faced monument sign), and  

• Upgrade and maintain the two existing project identification signs located on the perimeter wall on Nob 
Hill road at Central Park Place and Nob Hill Road at Cleary Boulevard (previously approved in 1989). 

 
Where applicable, the review of a Special Exception request should include consideration of the criteria noted in 
Section 22-1 of the Land Development Code. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 

PLANNING AND ZONING: 

 
1. No objection, based on staff’s analysis of the special exception criteria, including but not limited to the 

following: 
 a.  Size of development (47.2 acres gross) 
 b.  Length of street frontage along Nob Hill Road, Cleary Boulevard, and Central Park Place 
 c.  Compliance with sign code height, size and architectural requirements. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE:  No objection to the Sign Special Exception. 
 
These comments apply to the Planting Plan being reviewed by the Plan Adjustment Committee. 
 

1. Please remove your Tree Planting Details from plans as they are in conflict with the City of Plantation 
Tree Planting Details. 

2. Include spread and spacing on all hedge and groundcover material. 
3. Please note that all trees are not to be FG/BB (field grown/balled and burlaped under the plan list. 
4. Please use Ligustrum japonicum in lieu of lucidum. 
5. Please do not use variegated pittosporum as this specie of plant material does not perform well in the 

City. 
6. Remove container size from all plant material. 
7. The City does not recommend the use of Royal (along NW 101st Avenue) or Pygmy Date palms as both 

species require a high level of maintenance. 
8. Please specify mulch type to be used (City policy prohibits the use of Red or Cypress mulch). 
9. Please add canopy trees along NW 101st Avenue. 
10. The Cat palms tend to do better in a shady condition in lieu of full sun. 
11. Dwarf alamanda typically does not do well in Plantation; please consider the use of an alternate specie in 

lieu of the alamanda. 
12. Include heights, spreads, caliper and condition on the ten Mahogany and 16 Cattley guava you are 

proposing to remove. 
13. All trees to be removed are to be mitigated for as per City codes. 
14. City will verify trees to be removed. 
15. Tree removal permits are required directly through the Department of Landscape Architecture. 
16. Include tree protection barriers for all trees/palms in the near vicinity of construction.  Please include 

details for barriers on plans. 
17. A pre-planting meeting is required through the Department of Landscape Architecture prior to the 

commencement of any planting.  Please contact Diana at 954-797-2750. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT:  No objection. 
 
UTILITIES:  No objection. 
Signage may be modified on the existing perimeter wall structures.  Any new structures or lighting fixtures may 
not be located within utility easements. 

__________ 
 
Thomas Walsh, resident of Plantation Palms, was present.   
 
Mr. Leeds advised that the Special Exception criteria as been examined and it is believed this is a unique 
situation, unlike any other in the city; therefore, there is no objection to the application subject to the conditions 
in the report. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve Item PP10-0003, request for 
sign special exception for PLANTATION PALMS ASSOCIATION, INC., located at 600 NW 101

st
 Avenue.  

Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Tingom, Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * *  



City Council, March 10, 2010    Plantation, Florida  12183 

COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS  

 
Councilman Tingom thanked Pat O’Quinn, Superintendent, for an informative tour of the Old Plantation Water 
District.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Tingom met with Mr. Bala (sic) regarding traffic calming devices on NW 7th Street and NW 74th 
Avenue.  It is his understanding that we are awaiting the delivery of the traffic calming devices and that they will 
be installed within the next 60 days.  What is there will be removed and the traffic calming devices will be 
installed. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic congratulated Fire Chief, Joe Harris.  
 
* * * * * 
 
Mr. Lunny mentioned the five-minute time limit and provided conclusions.  Under our Charter, the Council 
President has the power to preside over the meetings and if there is a concern at any time over her/his rules of 
procedure the Council can decide to overrule any given call or procedure that that President establishes.  The 
organic law of the City says, “The Council elects a President and the Presidents runs the meeting”.  Resolution 
No. 1 was adopted in May of 1953 and it has a section that says, “Unless further time is given by the Council, 
residents must limit their speech to five minutes.”  This is a limitation for residents to make comments at the end 
of the meeting; it is a limitation, not an entitlement.  When you have a limitation by resolution you also have 
further authorized limitations elsewhere in the City’s law, which could come under the President’s power to run 
the meeting in view of the anticipated crowd size to make procedural ruling and thus impose a different 
limitation.  He recommended that Resolution No. 1 be updated with an easier number to remember with all of 
the current procedures.   
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Lunny advised that resolutions are statements of Administrative 
business.   
 
Councilman Fadgen believes that the President has broad prerogative.  This has become a discussion point but it 
is not a serious matter.  He did not think any money should be spent on making changes. 
 
Councilman Tingom requested that the City Council request Mr. Lunny to codify the procedures so it is on a 
single sheet just like the Quasi Judicial procedures so that everyone can see them. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mr. Lunny indicated that it would be a combination of the City Clerk and the 
Legal Department doing this.  He noted that this is not an extended project. 
 
Councilwoman Uria did not think any changes were necessary; it is up to the President. 
 
Councilman Levy concurred with Councilman Tingom.  Periodically there are new council members and they do 
not understand the procedures and if there were one page it could easily be subject to memory.   
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Councilwoman Bendekovic directed Mr. Lunny to make the changes and if the project is getting to expensive to 
advise. 
 
* * * * * 

 
PUBLIC REQUESTS OF THE COUNCIL CONCERNING MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 

 

George Lord, resident, was present.  He believed that a minimum time limit should be placed on the list. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Dennis Conklin, resident, was present.  He attempted to e-mail the City Council and distributed information 
about the election turn out on March 9, 2010.    
 
* * * * * 
 
Mr. Conklin commented that over the weekend 60% of the people in Iraq turned out for their third national 
election in less than idealistic settings and yesterday in Broward County there were municipal elections for five 
of our cities and there was a 9% turn out.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Mr. Conkin referenced CAIR, Council on American Islamic Relations.  We have had two very close near misses 
with this terrorist organization.  Currently Pompano Beach is in the process of building a Center right in the 
middle of a minority neighborhood.  There will be a speaker, Brigitte Gabriel, tomorrow evening at The 
Worldwide Christian Center, 450 North Powerline Road, Pompano Beach, Florida, between 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m.   The County Commission has been aware of this for approximately four years and has given CAIR the use 
of the Broward County Convention Center for fundraising.   
 
* * * * * 
  

WORKSHOP 

 
18. DISCUSSION CONCERNING ELECTION QUALIFYING PERIOD. 
   

A memorandum dated January 22, 2010 to Mayor Armstrong and members of the City Council from Donald J. 
Lunny, Jr., City Attorney follows: 
 
Attached, please find a copy of the Special Act of the Florida Legislature concerning municipal elections in 
Broward County.  For March elections, the Act indicates that the qualifying period starts the first work day in 
January and ends seven (7) calendar days thereafter (which will always be a work day). 
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For the next eight (8) municipal March elections, the following chart shows the day the qualifying period 
commences: 
 

Monday 2011, 2021 
Tuesday 2017, 2023 
Wednesday 2013, 2019 
Thursday 2025 
Friday 2015 

 
The City wishes to have a qualifying period which can be extended if all but one candidate drops out at the last 
minute (the “Last Candidate Standing Extension”).  The Charter currently allows any qualifying time period 
ending on a Saturday or Sunday to be extended to the next business day (the “Weekend Rule”).  It is necessary to 
prevent the Weekend Rule being applicable at the same time as the Last Candidate Extension.  In 2011, for 
example, applying both the Weekend Rule and Last Candidate Extension would violate the State seven (7) day 
calendar limit as follows: 
 

1. Qualifying opens Monday. 
2. Five (5) day qualifying period closes Saturday. 
3. Weekend Rule would move the qualifying period closing to Monday. 
4. If people withdraw and there is a Last Candidate Standing on Monday, then the Charter will permit a two 

(2) day extension such that the qualifying period would close on Wednesday. 
 
A qualifying period that starts on Monday and ends on the following Wednesday is longer than the seven (7) 
calendar day period allowed under State law.  Importantly, deleting the Weekend Rule would be consistent with 
how the Division of Elections construes the State Election Code. 
 
We believe that the Special Act for Broward County would be construed in the same manner as the State 
Election Code.  Since there is no case law construing the Special Act for Broward County, the City could request 
an Attorney General Opinion on this subject. 
 
If the City were to repeal the Weekend Rule for qualifying purposes, this would, in election years where the 
qualifying period starts on Mondays or Tuesdays, minimally require City Hall to be open on the last day of the 
qualifying period.  If City Hall is open on the weekend for qualifying, in addition to incurring costs of building 
operation and custodial staff, the Clerk and one other of her staff to act as a witness should be present. 
 
One option to allow a Last Candidate Standing Extension without requiring City Hall to be open on weekends is 
to make the qualifying period be variable depending on the day a qualifying period commences.  Under this 
scenario, in any election year where the qualifying period starts on a Monday, the qualifying period would be 
four (4) days (so as to expire on Friday at noon), and the Last Candidate Standing Extension would be three (3) 
days (so as to expire Monday).  By the same token, in any election year where the qualifying period starts on a 
Tuesday, the qualifying period would be three (3) days (so as to expire on Friday at noon), and the Last 
Candidate Standing Extension would be four (4) days (so as to expire Tuesday).  Finally, for any qualifying 
period that starts on Wednesday, Thursday or Friday, the qualifying period would be for five (5) days, subject to 
a two (2) day Last Candidate Standing Extension.  This variable qualifying period, we believe, will likely cause 
great confusion for Plantation’s citizens. 
 
To minimize confusion, if the City desires a Last Candidate Standing Extension, we recommend a fixed 
qualifying period, a fixed Last Candidate Standing Extension, and that the Weekend Rule be repealed. 
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This matter is now ready for Workshop consideration. 

__________ 
 

Mr. Lunny explained that he and Susan Slattery, City Clerk, recommend changing the Charter provisions with 
respect to qualifying.  The way the days fall this year, there is a possibility that the City could go beyond the 
State limitation of seven calendar days.  One option would be to request an Attorney General’s opinion to 
construe the Broward Act.  He believes it would be construed the same way that the Division of Elections 
construes State laws; that the seven days would require a weekend operation in the event the last day falls on a 
weekend.  Council requested an option as to how to make it work, the only option he could think of was to have 
variable qualifying periods which would depend on when the opening day of qualifying starts.  He is 
recommending that not be done because it would be way too confusing.  He is recommending that a fixed 
qualifying period be created and that the Weekend Rule be repealed.  Councilman Tingom mapped out one, two 
and three-day qualifying periods and his conclusion was that a three-day qualifying period would work best in 
terms of not requiring a Saturday or Sunday operation of the City Clerk for quite some time.   
 

Councilman Fadgen believed if the instructions would have been printed correctly there would have not been 
any confusion last time.  He suggested reviewing the instructions and when we come up to an election to make 
sure it is right.  As far as the variable, he is not sure that it matters as long as it is right for an election.  If we 
have to be open on a weekend for Last Man Standing let’s not repeal that and keep it.  He does not think that will 
happen because there is a mechanism to cover it. 
 
Mr. Lunny stated that everybody else starts on the same day and ends on the same day and the County Rule is 
followed in terms of when qualifying starts and ends, depending on whether you are doing it for a November or 
March election.  Already Plantation is slightly different with the Last Candidate Standing and the fact that the 
qualifying period is actually a little shorter than the norm.  The reason why this can get confusing in terms of the 
variable rule is because one year qualifying might begin on a Monday and four years later it might begin on a 
Tuesday.  His advice was to repeal the Weekend Rule and keep a fixed initial qualifying period. 
 
Councilman Tingom created an Excel chart.  He believes that people know if they are going to run and setting it 
as a three-day and then a two-day Last Man Standing Rule requires some openings on weekends.  The question 
is if January 2 falls on a Wednesday whether it should be run up front or at the back end.  He suggested that 
running it up front, Wednesday through Friday, which would be the qualifying period, and then for the Last Man 
Standing on Saturday and Sunday if necessary.  This way it is consistent; it is five days. 
 
Councilman Levy concurred with Councilman Tingom’s schedule.   
 
There was a consensus to go along with Councilman Tingom’s schedule. 
 

* * * * * 
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Meeting adjourned at 10:52 p.m. 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Diane Veltri Bendekovic, President  
        City Council 
 

 

ATTEST: 

 

______________________________ 

Susan Slattery 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
RECORD ENTRY: 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the Original of the foregoing signed Minutes was received by the Office of the City 
Clerk and entered into the Public Record this ______ day of ___________________, 2010. 
 
 
 
 
          ________________________ 
          Susan Slattery, City Clerk 


