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The meeting was called to order by Councilwoman Bendekovic, President of the City Council.   
 
1. Roll call by City Clerk: 

Councilmember: Diane Veltri Bendekovic 
   Jerry Fadgen 
   Robert A. Levy 
   Peter S. Tingom 
   Sharon Moody Uria 

 Mayor:  Rae Carole Armstrong 
 City Attorney: Donald J. Lunny, Jr. 
  
 * * * * * 
 
2. The invocation was offered by Councilman Tingom. 

 
The Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
 

3. The minutes of the City Council meeting for November 4, 2009 were approved as presented. 
 
* * * * * 
 
ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE MAYOR 
 
Mayor Armstrong introduced David Ericks with Ericks Consultants, Inc.  Mr. Ericks represents our City interests 
in Tallahassee as a Legislative Lobbyist and Representative.  He also represents many of the municipal issues 
that are not only City and local issues but those that are countywide through the joint efforts of the cities in an 
attempt to monitor and maintain a municipal focus in Tallahassee whenever the Legislature is in session. 
 
* * * * * 
 
 Resolution No. 10832 
4. RESOLUTION of Appreciation to Gloria LeClaire for 24 years of dedicated service to the City of 

Plantation. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, that Resolution No. 10832 be approved 
and adopted.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:  Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays:  None 
 
* * * * * 
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Resolution No. 10833 
5. RESOLUTION of Appreciation to Chief Robert S. Pudney, III for 36 years of dedicated service to the 

City of Plantation. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilman Levy, that Resolution No. 10833 be approved and 
adopted.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:  Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays:  None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong presented Service Awards to the following employees: 
 
  Gregory Gosier   Public Works    30 years 
  Michael Derrow   Utilities    25 years 
  Daniel Pollio    Utilities    25 years 
  Officer Dennis Lawdan  Police     20 years 
  Diana Zarzycki-Abel   Police     20 years 
  Danny Ezzeddine   Design & Construction  15 years 
  Officer Susie Poux   Police     10 years 
  Mary (Chris) Radziwon  Fire     10 years 
  Daniel Woods    Utilities    10 years 
  Officer Shayne Highfield  Police       5 years 
  Megheen Knaus   Library      5 years   
 
Congratulations were offered. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong made the following announcements: 
 

• The 26th Annual Plant Awards and Green Day Environmental Expo will be held this weekend at Liberty 
Tree Park.   

 

• Remember the importance of the 2010 Census. On behalf of The Mayor and Council a notice is being 
sent in the City utility bills that will reach all of our utility customers within the City requesting that they 
be part of and recognize that the Census mailings will be coming soon. 

 
* * * * * 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic commended Lisa Zelch and Larry Leeds on the Complete Count Committee.  
Several members are out there doing presentations.   
 
* * * * * 
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CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Mayor Armstrong recognized Warren Yardley of Massey Yardley Dodge Chrysler Jeep. 
 
Councilman Levy commented that Mr. Yardley was present because Massey Yardley is a Chrysler dealer and 
some Chrysler dealers were closed by the National Organization; however, Massey Yardley was not and in fact, 
they are adding to their inventory by becoming a Dodge dealer as well.  He offered congratulations to Mr. 
Yardley and his family. 
 
* * * * * 
 
As a Commissioner of the CRA, Mayor Armstrong has a voting privilege on Items #18 and #22. 
 
Mr. Lunny read the Consent Agenda by title. 
 
6. Approve promotional event at Massey Yardley Dodge Chrysler Jeep from March 1 – March 31, 2010 

introducing Massey Yardley as a Dodge dealer. 
 
7. Request for authorization to continue purchasing polymer (manic type) from Fort Bend Services Inc., at 

the price of $0.16/lb delivered through February 17, 2011.  (Budgeted – Utilities) 
 
8. Request for approval to award contract to Southeastern Engineering Contractors to replace 1700 linear 

feet of 4” sanitary sewer force main on NW 6 Street in Nob Hill Estates 2nd Section and Westport. 
(Budgeted  - Utilities) 

 
9. Request to approve a purchase order to Miller Pipeline Corporation in an amount not to exceed 

$320,720.40 for the in-place lining of approximately 4,864 linear feet of vitrified clay gravity sewer main 
and 35 laterals in the Lago Mar subdivision.  (Budgeted – Utilities) 

 
10. Request for authorization to continue to purchase water meters from Badger Meter, Inc., piggybacking 

the Sarasota County, Florida contract # 6145GE through February 3, 2011.  (Budgeted – Utilities) 
 
11. Approve lease agreement with Limousines of South Florida Inc. for the operation and maintenance of 

three trolleys to be utilized by the City of Hollywood’s Beach CRA District. 
 
12. Award bid for employee dental and vision coverage to Comp Benefits / Humana. 
 
13. Approve renewal of health insurance premiums with United HealthCare for a partially self-insured plan 

in the amount of $10,274,458. 
 

Ordinance No. 2438 
14. Second and Final Public Hearing of an ORDINANCE of the City of Plantation, Florida, amending the 

Police Officers’ Retirement  Fund based on the negotiated Collective Bargaining Agreement between the 
City and the FOP, Lodge 42; amending Section 18-17 of the City Code to treat up to 300 hours of 
overtime as pensionable along with total cash renumeration, except as otherwise provided; amending 
Section 18-17 to create definitions for the Tier One and Tier Two Police Plans; amending Section 18-61 
to provide for an 8% member contribution for the Tier Two Plan; amending Section 18-63 to provide a 
3% multiplier for the Tier Two Plan and excluding supplemental benefits from the Second Tier; 
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amending Section 18-63.1 to provide for a seven year Police DROP for Tier One, a five year DROP for 
Tier Two, and permitting current DROP participants to make an irrevocable election to participate in the 
seven year DROP; amending Section 18-69 to provide that the COLA shall not apply to the Second Tier; 
providing for codification; providing for severability; providing an effective date. 

 
Resolution No. 10834 

15. RESOLUTION approving that certain form and agreement by and between the City of Plantation and 
Broward Alliance for Neighborhood Development. 

 
Resolution No. 10835 

16. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 4 – February 10, 2010 for the Plantation Gateway Development District. 

 
Resolution No. 10836 

17. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 4 – February 10, 2010. 

 
Resolution No. 10837 

18. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 4 – February 10, 2010 for the City of Plantation’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency. 

 
Resolution No. 10838 

19. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 11 – February 17, 2010 for the Plantation Gateway Development District. 

 
Resolution No. 10839 

20. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 11 – February 17, 2010 for the Plantation Midtown Development District. 

 
Resolution No. 10840 

21. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 11 – February 17, 2010. 

 
Resolution No. 10841 

22. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period February 11 – February 17, 2010 for the City of Plantation’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency. 

 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Bendekovic, to approve tonight’s Consent 
Agenda as presented.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
NOTE: Mayor Armstrong voted affirmatively on Items #18 and #22. 
 
* * * * * 
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Mayor Armstrong referenced Item #13 and acknowledged the United Health Care proposal.  In an environment 
where most health care programs are going up 10% to 14% we have basically stayed flat this year with health 
care costs and expense, which we understood we would potentially have the normal type of escalation associated 
with it when the program was started.  That is truly due to the good work that has been done by Willis, our 
broker of record, and the recommendations they have made throughout the year on programs that have been 
implemented through the Human Resource Department.  She recognized Margie Moale, Beverly Ambrosio and 
Dan Keefe for the work that has been done on our medical initiatives in order to create an environment and 
contain the costs in the way they have done.  The Employee Benefits program that was established with the 
recommendations from Council has been a tremendous asset for us in bringing an understanding of our medical 
programs, how they work and why we need to partner and work together in order to be able to continue to 
provide benefits and do it with this kind of experience factor.  We are particularly fortunate in this environment, 
as the rest of the general world is having increased medical costs.  
 
Councilman Tingom concurred with Mayor Armstrong’s comments.  He looks forward to seeing the clinic open 
on April 1, 2010. 
 
Councilman Fadgen was happy to see the premium number and commended staff. 
 
Councilman Levy is aware of the work done; however, he noted that the costs for the average employee have, in 
most cases, been tripled in order to do this.  He is not saying that this was not a prudent decision but he is saying 
that a burden has been placed on the average employee, much greater than in years before, in order to create this 
balance amount from year to year.   
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Ms. Moale advised that there were approximately 400 employees and 
retirees on the PPO and about the same or less in the Choice Plan, which is the open access.  Currently there are 
235 people remaining on the PPO.  Mayor Armstrong is sending a letter to everyone in the PPO requesting them 
to voluntarily change to the Choice Plan.  The doctors are exactly the same, the benefit levels are exactly the 
same, the only difference between the two other than the deductibles and the co-pays is the fact that the PPO 
plan allows you to go out of network.  As long as physicians meet the credentials and standards of United Health 
Care and will accept the discount rates they will be signed on. 
 
In response to Councilman Levy, Ms. Moale stated that the PPO plan used to have a $3 co-pay for prescriptions 
or a $20 co-pay, depending on whether it was generic or brand and the Choice Plan has had a $10, $20 and $40 
co-pay all these years.  A $3 co-pay is unheard of; the City of Plantation has had a $3 co-pay since the 1990’s 
and was something that had to change.  The average in the world in other agencies and other plans usually starts 
at $15, goes to $30 and then to $50.  We held the line at $10, $20 and $40; Willis recommended a higher co-pay.  
It is an additional increase; however, there are other substitute drugs that employees can take if they are in Tier 3 
so that they can get the $10 prescriptions. 
 
Councilman Levy has received several e-mails and phone calls regarding prescription payments and they have 
found that their costs on a regular basis for prescriptions have multiplied at least three times or more.  He 
requested that the Committee think of this on an individual basis and recognize that their out of pocket costs are 
the co-pay, the deductibles and the prescriptions.  He believes the in-house clinic is a wonderful idea. 
 
Ms. Moale commented that they have done their best; they wanted to have behavioral changes that would drive 
the employee’s decisions. Dispensing will be done at the clinic and the top 20-25 drugs and the most popular 
four that are used by our employee population and smoking cessation drugs will be available.   One of the things 
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employees need to do is that if they have a $40 or a $20 drug a month co-pay is to use the mail order, as you get 
three months supply for a two months co-pay. 
 
Mayor Armstrong indicated there is no doubt that there were a number of factors that influenced where we are 
today.  Part of it is a cultural change, which is an important part of being able to create an environment that we 
can continue to offer the kind of benefits that we offer to our employees.  The other is a partnership with them 
and an understanding of exactly what level of partnership, which is basically through deductibles and what you 
pay for co-pays for prescriptions.  If you compare our program with what others are paying, we are still 
significantly more positive as far as the quality of the medical program that is offered.   All of these things  
together have taken a very concerted evaluation in an attempt to be sure that we do not overburden any of our 
employees with the new process.  If for some reason an individual is caught in the void, they should contact 
Beverly Ambrosio or the Human Resources Department to see if there are other alternatives.  In most instances, 
once the employees are aware that there are alternatives it worked very constructively for them to meet their 
program objectives. 
 
* * * * * 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS  -  None. 
 
* * * * * 
             
LEGISLATIVE ITEMS 
  
23. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF A LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATORY 

ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PLANTATION, FLORIDA, PERTAINING TO THE SUBJECT OF 
WALLS; AMENDING SECTION 27-637 RELATING TO THE HEIGHT, USE, MATERIALS, AND 
PLACEMENT OF WALLS SO AS TO ESTABLISH A NEW UNIFORM WALL STANDARD FOR 
WALLS BEING BUILT ON PRIVATE PROPERTY LINES WHICH ABUT AN EXPRESSWAY, 
ARTERIAL ROADWAY OR A COLLECTOR ROADWAY WITHIN PLANTATION (I.E. SUNRISE 
BOULEVARD, WEST BROWARD BOULEVARD, PETERS ROAD, FLORIDA TURNPIKE, 
UNIVERSITY DRIVE, PINE ISLAND ROAD, NOB HILL ROAD, HIATUS ROAD, FLAMINGO 
ROAD, CLEARY BOULEVARD AND NW 5TH STREET/65TH AVENUE [BETWEEN UNIVERSITY 
DRIVE AND SUNRISE BOULEVARD], PROVIDING FOR EXCEPTIONS TO THE UNIFORM 
STANDARD; PROVIDING A CONFLICTS CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND 
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated February 16, 2010 to Mayor and Members of City Council from Daniel W. Keefe, 
Assistant to Mayor and Donald J. Lunny Jr., City Attorney, follows: 

 
As the Council members may recall, the Council expended considerable time and effort in formulating a wall 
standard appropriate for the single family zoned residents of Nob Hill Estates which abut Nob Hill Road.  Staff 
understands that the Council has determined that this wall standard will be acceptable for other single family 
zoned residential neighborhoods adjacent to expressways, arterials or collectors. 
 
The Jacaranda Lakes Neighborhood Wall Project is now underway and Staff anticipates that by the time this 
Ordinance is read at Second Reading, the Council members will be able to see what the typical standard looks 
like.  Notably, the Jacaranda Lakes Wall is only seven feet (7’) high from grade; whereas, the proposed uniform 
standard in the Ordinance contemplates an eight-foot (8’) high wall. 
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Attached to this memorandum is a draft Ordinance approving the uniform wall standard which will apply not 
only in for the Nob Hill Estates neighborhood, but for any other single family zoned residential neighborhoods 
along expressway, arterial, or collector roadways.  These roadways are identified in the map attached to this 
memorandum, and are currently known as Sunrise Boulevard, West Broward Boulevard, Peters Road, I-595, 
Florida Turnpike, University Drive, Pine Island Road, Nob Hill Road, Hiatus Road, Flamingo Road, Cleary 
Boulevard, NW 5th Street/NW 65th Avenue (between University Drive and Sunrise Boulevard), Plantation Road, 
East Acre Drive, SW 54th Avenue, NW 46th Avenue, Country Club Circle, and NW 5th Street between State 
Road 7 and NW 46th Avenue. 
 
Generally, the Ordinance indicates that whenever a single property owner wishes to build a new wall adjacent to 
the right-of-way, the new wall must meet the uniform standard.  This means that if the property owner wishes to 
erect a fence (i.e. wood or chain link), the new wall standard would not apply.  The neighborhood must not have 
had a perimeter wall approved as part of the Site Plan for the neighborhood when it was originally built.  The 
Ordinance also indicates that in the event an existing wall is damaged to an extent less than or equal to 50% of 
its surface area, it can be repaired or fixed without complying with the new standard.  The new standard will not 
apply in Gateway 7 or in Plantation Acres, and will not apply to walls installed as part of a public improvement 
project (such as the Jacaranda Lakes Neighborhood Wall). 
 
This ordinance is now ready for consideration at First Reading.  It is being initiated by the City of Plantation.  If 
this Ordinance is approved by the City Council at First Reading, it will be returned to the City Council for 
Second Reading after being considered by the Planning and Zoning Board. 

__________ 
 
Mr. Lunny explained that this was originally brought to the Council’s attention by certain residents along Nob 
Hill Road.  The Council had some discussions about what kind of wall standard would be appropriate.  The 
Administration then undertook the Jacaranda Lakes wall project.  The only difference between the two walls 
will be placement in terms of being near the property line and the height; the one in place is seven feet and this 
one is eight feet.  This project was extensively discussed.  The affected residents have been very patient and 
waiting a long time. 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilwoman Bendekovic, to approve the first reading of the 
ordinance.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
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24. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PLANTATION 
PERTAINING TO THE SUBJECT OF PROCUREMENT; CREATING FILING FEES FOR 
PROCUREMENT PROTESTS AND PROCUREMENT APPEALS; PROVIDING AMENDMENTS IN 
THE PROCUREMENT PROTEST PROCEDURE AND PROCUREMENT APPEAL PROCEDURE 
CONCERNING SCHEDULING MATTERS; CHAIRPERSON AUTHORITY TO ISSUE NON-
SUBSTANTIVE (PROCEDURAL) ORDERS WITHOUT CONVENING THE FULL BID PROTEST 
REVIEW COMMITTEE, COMPOSITION OF PROCUREMENT APPEAL COMMITTEE, AND THE 
EXECUTION OF CONTRACTS DURING THE  PENDENCY OF THESE MATTERS; PROVIDING 
OTHER CHANGES TO PROCUREMENT PROTESTS AND PROCUREMENT APPEALS; 
PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 

 
Mr. Lunny explained that the main purpose of this ordinance, as indicated at the Workshop, is to try to give the 
chairperson some express authority in the Code to do some non-substantive and procedural business of these 
Committees so that we do not have to take all the key employees out of their work environment and also to 
create an appropriate filing fee, which Mr. Keefe would like to be refundable, which is what it says. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve the first reading of the 
ordinance.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
 
25. PUBLIC HEARING AND FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF PLANTATION 

PERTAINING TO THE SUBJECT OF SETTLEMENT OF LAWSUITS; REVISING PROCEDURES 
RELATED TO MAYORAL AUTHORITY TO SETTLE CLAIMS AND LAWSUITS AGAINST THE 
CITY; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
THEREFORE. 

 
An amended memorandum dated February 24, 2010 to Mayor Armstrong and Members of the City Council from 
Donald J. Lunny, Jr., City Attorney, follows: 
 
Mr. Keefe and I have re-evaluated our recommendations to the Council at the Mayor’s request.   
 
Under the workshopped version of the ordinance, the Mayor would have the ability to approve a tentative 
settlement between $50,000 and $200,000 only if no councilmember exercised his or her “call up privilege”. 
 
In order to simplify the settlement procedure, the Administration now proposed to remove the “call up privilege” 
so that all settlements over $50,000 will require Council approval. 
 
The exceptions to the process generally explained above will continue to be: 
 

(a)  For claims tendered to insurance providers for defense and coverage.  This is because the insurance 
provider usually has the right to settle the claim.  In these cases, the Mayor shall have the authority 
to approve or consent to the insurance settlement when requested by the insurance provider, and the 
Risk Manager will inform the members of the Council when an approved insurance settlement is 
made. 
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(b) When state law establishes a different specific procedure for specific type of lawsuit. 

 
The Mayor’s executive day-to-day authority to reject settlement offers is proposed for codification, so that any 
code reader will know the Mayor has such authority. 
 
This Ordinance is revised, the changes are highlighted in yellow, and the revised Ordinance is now ready for 
consideration at First Reading. 

__________ 
 
Mr. Lunny explained the changes on the amended memorandum and noted that the purpose is to increase the 
Mayor’s authority to $50,000.  The current ordinance has a “call up” feature that would be preserved in the 
proposed ordinance, which was workshopped.  The “call up” feature is that the Mayor cannot approve a 
settlement over $50,000 unless a memorandum is circulated to the councilmembers and none of them elect, 
within a certain time period, to require full City Council review.  The Mayor’s authority would have been limited 
to $50,000 subject to that “call up”.  This is a legal process and is not a violation of the Sunshine Law.  He and 
Mr. Keefe were instructed to attempt to revise this ordinance because of the perception that the Mayor’s 
settlement authority was unilaterally $200,000, which was not the case and never was the case.  They proposed 
to get rid of the “call up” so that the Mayor can settle anything $50,000 or under in keeping with the 25% rule 
and anything over $50,000 would be required to come to Council.  The ordinance also retains the feature, that he 
feels is important concerning insurance settlements, because when the Council authorizes the purchase of 
insurance through the Florida Municipal Insurance Trust or through other insurance, the terms of the insurance 
coverage often require that the claim and the control over the claim, in terms of the defense and settlement, get 
tendered to the insurance company.  To the extent the insurance company requires City consent under any policy 
or an approval, we would still have the Mayor approve those and they would be an exception to the general rule.  
That is appropriate because of the contractual obligations that the City has under the insurance policies.  The 
only thing different between the workshopped version and this version is that he and Mr. Keefe are proposing to 
eliminate the “call up” privilege because of the confusion it has apparently caused.   
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that there are some responsibilities assumed because of the position.  There was 
nothing here intended to create an environment outside of the Sunshine Law. 
 
Councilman Levy questioned whether it would be easier to leave the 25% in instead of a dollar amount and that 
way in case the State or anything changes it is already on the books.  He believed what we had already served us 
very well.  He requested that Mr. Lunny explain anything of major significance that can be held in an 
Attorney/Client meeting. 
 
Mr. Lunny indicated that he, personally, would rather have a number because it is easier for the Code reader to 
review.   
 
In response to Councilman Fadgen, Mr. Lunny commented that he is trying to make the Codes more readable 
without attorney involvement. 
 
Councilman Tingom questioned whether the current limit could also be put in along with the percentage or 
whether that has to change from time to time.  If written as suggested, it would go along with what the insurance 
limit would be and it might be more permanent in nature. 
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Mr. Lunny noted that was what Councilman Fadgen requested and it would be the current self-insurance 
retention limit.  If that is what the goal is he will write it that way. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mr. Lunny explained that settlements are generally brought to the Council 
which the Administration is willing to approve or recommend that the Council consider because of the power of 
veto and the power to vote in case of a tie.  Normally in the day-to-day management of litigation, the litigation is 
supervised by the Mayor.  To require a Council meeting and a full Council discussion anytime he needs to do so 
would very much encumber his ability to expedite claims resolutions when that is appropriate to do so.  This is 
another clause put into the ordinance so that a Code reader understands that those day-to-day litigation decisions, 
in terms of rejecting issues, are made by the Mayor.   
 
There was a consensus to amend the ordinance to a percentage; 25%. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic opened discussion to the public. 
 
Robert Knox, resident, was present.  He was upset when he read the newspaper this morning and was very happy 
with the amendments.  He would like to be certain that there is transparency in all of these transactions, as that is 
critical. 
 
Walter Hughes, resident, was present.  He felt it was comforting to know that what he read in the newspaper was 
not the case. 
 
George Lord, resident, reiterated what Mr. Lunny said, that he would like all elected officials to be guardian of 
money.  He has a copy of the City Charter and requested clarification because the copy he was given shows that 
there is a minimum five-minute speaking limit.  He would like a ruling if there is authority to change that. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic understood the charter to mean if there is a five-minute speaking limit she can give 
up to five minutes. 
 
Councilman Fadgen believed there should be a tenacious negotiator when dealing with lawsuits.  Over the years 
some very difficult cases have been successfully resolved with Mr. Lunny and his firm. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Bendekovic, to approve the first reading of the 
ordinance.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
     
QUASI-JUDICIAL CONSENT AGENDA  -  None. 
 
* * * * * 
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QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS 
 
26. REQUEST FOR SITE PLAN MODIFICATION APPROVAL FOR EL DORADO FURNITURE 

SHOWROOM LOCATED AT 400 SOUTH UNIVERSITY DRIVE.  
 
Planning and Zoning staff report follows: 
 
REQUEST: Consideration of request for site plan modification to construct a 1,794-square-foot addition to the 

existing 21,280-square-foot furniture showroom. 
 
WAIVER REQUEST: 
 
1) From Section 27-743, to reduce the required parking from 71 spaces to 57 spaces* (acknowledging the 

previously granted waiver for six parking spaces).  *The current proposal requires a nine-space parking 
waiver due to the expanded square footage and additional landscape installation.  An additional five-
space parking waiver is reflected to address a previous error in the original site plan parking 
calculations). 

 
2) From Section 27-689(a), to increase the allowable lot coverage from 30% (23,060 square feet) to 31% 

(23,830 square feet). 
 
EXHIBITS TO BE INCLUDED:  Planning and Zoning Division report; subject site map; site plan application; 
and Review Committee meeting minutes of November 24, 2009. 
 
REVIEW COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  APPROVAL as noted in the minutes (9/0, November 24, 
2009). 
 
ANALYSIS: 
 
The subject property is +/- 2.04 acres, currently zoned SPI-3, and is developed as a furniture showroom.  
Adjacent uses are as follows: 
 
 Existing Use Current Zoning Future Land Use 

North Office/Retail SPI-3 Commercial 
South University Drive ------- ------ 
East Single family residential RS-3F & RS-4J Residential (3 du/ac) 
West University Drive ------- ------- 
 
The previous owner, Drexel Furniture, received City Council approval for the furniture showroom in 1979 with a 
six-space parking waiver subject to a “covenant running with the land”.  The covenant required the owner to 
pave the additional six parking spaces if deemed needed by the City Council at any point in the future. 
 
The applicant is requesting site plan modification approval to enclose the existing covered entrance arcade to 
increase the furniture showroom area by 1,794 square feet. The building will have a new façade with 
architectural tower elements, stucco finishes, banded arches, bahama shutters, and mansard style sloped roofs 
with barrel tile for architectural detail.  The main entrance will face south towards the parking lot. 
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STAFF COMMENTS: 
PLANNING AND ZONING: 
 
Site Plan: 
1. Eliminate the proposed sidewalk encroachment into the right-of-way at the southwest corner of the 

building. 
Elevations: 
1. Provide colored building elevations mounted on a board for presentation at the City Council meeting. 
2. North elevation – Move the downspout to the east side of the sloped roof element in lieu of the west side.  

Revise plan accordingly. 
3. South elevation – Indicate the color of the roll-up door (to match the building color).  Revise plan 

accordingly. 
Signage and Building lighting: 
1. Additional information is needed regarding the type and size of the proposed building signage.  A 

meeting with Zoning Department staff to discuss building signage is recommended. 
2. Changing colors, moving lights and/or super graphics are not permitted by the Plantation Sign Code.  The 

glass wall on the south elevation shall remain non-illuminated as is currently proposed. 
3. Strip lighting is not permitted by the Plantation Sign Code.  The fiber optic light illumination on the 

triangular architectural element on the south elevation must remain concealed within a channel as is 
currently proposed. 

 
TRAFFIC CONSULTANT:  No objections. 
 
ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT: 
 
1. Please provide the standard City detail for disabled parking, available in the Engineering Department.  

Please remove detail from Sheet A-1.1. 
2. Please remove the stop sign note at the signalized entrance.  It is still there, please remove. 
3. Please adjust the dumpster so the doors do not open into the drive aisle.  Doors as shown open into the 

drive aisle, please correct. 
4. Please add a stop bar and sign to the north drive aisle access to the frontage road. 
 
 Permit Comments – Submitted permit will not be reviewed again until Site Plan approval 
 
1. An erosion and sedimentation control plan may be required depending on the work.  If it is required, 

please meet with Engineering to discuss. 
2. If there is any demolition, a demo plan will be required with a building permit. 
3. A Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) plan will be required.  Please meet with Engineering to discuss. 
4. Curb repair areas will need to be shown on the plans. 
 
Note:   A detailed review of the civil drawings has not been performed at this time.  If the site plan application is 
approved by the City Council, a thorough engineering review will be performed at the time of application for 
construction permits.  Surface water management permit(s) through Old Plantation Water Control District 
(OPWCD) and/or SSFWMD may be required and a copy(s) provided to the Engineering Department at the time 
of permit review.  The applicant will be required to execute a developer agreement and post security for all 
engineering and landscape related improvements at the time of permitting. 
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LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE: 
 
Site Plan: 
1. Do not place lighting in landscape islands where trees are required by Code.  Light poles must be a 

minimum of 15 feet from any tree/palm planting to avoid interference as the trees mature.  (i.e. Existing 
tree #31 and #17). 

2. Add a landscape island along the eastern perimeter of the property to the south; codes require a landscape 
island every eight spaces.  The eighth space should be a landscape island. 

3. Provide “green” screens in lieu of trellises; provide details. 
 
Planting Plan: 
1. Please remove your tree planting details – they conflict with City tree planting details with regards to 

planting depth. 
2. Please include contractors “General Notes”. 
3. City will need to verify trees proposed for removal and mitigation is required accordingly.  It appears you 

are proposing to remove 17 inches of caliper and only replacing six inches of caliper.  Mitigation is above 
and beyond code required trees. 

4. Tree removal and relocation permits are required directly through the Department of Landscape 
Architecture prior to any work being done. 

5. Is tree #21 a Live Oak or Black Olive?  Is this tree to be removed or relocated?  Sheet LaA-1 is not 
consistent with TD01 with regard to tree #21. 

6. Is tree #6, Bottlebrush, to be removed or remain?  Sheet LA01 is not consistent with TD-1 with regards to 
tree #6. 

7. Please label the proposed tree on the southeast corner of the property by tree #38 (specify specie type). 
8. What is BS – this tree is not located in the Plant List (include common and scientific name, height, 

spread, caliper, and that it will be FG/BB. 
9. You are proposing the use of four Live Oak trees under the Plant List – I can only find locations for three 

of these Oaks. 
10. Please include the spread on the Green Buttonwood hedge. 
11. Consider the use of an alternate accent tree in lieu of the Pigmy date palm; this palm requires a high level 

of maintenance with regards to fertilization. 
12. In lieu of planting Silver Buttonwoods trees in the planting islands along the eastern perimeter of the 

property please use Pink Tabebuia, Gumbo Limbo, or alternate suitable specie for use in the vicinity of 
the overhead lines.  There is adequate space between the overhead lines and the panting spaces to 
accommodate a Gumbo Limbo or Pink Tabebuia in lieu of the smaller Silver Buttonwood. 

13. Include landscape elevations. 
14. Show utilities in grey scale on the landscape plans. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT:  No objections. 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT:  The Fire Department has reviewed the plan and at this level the plan is acceptable. 
 
PUBLIC WORKS:  No comment. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT:  No comment. 
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UTILITIES:  No objection; however, the following comments apply to the Site Plan: 
1.  Prior to a Building Permit being issued, the following must be provided: 

-  Water and Sewer Utility plans must be submitted to the Utilities Department for review and 
approval. 

- Capacity Charges must be paid in FULL. 
-  Contact Danny Pollio if you have any questions, 954-797-2159. 

2. Water and Wastewater Utilities must be shown on plan before a proper review can be completed. 
3. Show all existing water and wastewater facilities on site plan. 
4. Show all new and existing water and sewer lines and easements on landscaping and drainage plan. 
5. Maintain all utilities and utilities easements for water and wastewater system access. 
6. No structures allowed in utilities easements. 
 
OPWCD: 
1. Old Plantation Water Control requires an acceptable drainage plan with retention and runoff calculations 

and a construction drawing prior to issuance of a building permit. 
2. As-built drawings and acceptance by the district will be required prior to issuance of a Certificate of 

Occupancy. 
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT: 
1. Enclosure to be 12’ x 12’ inside measurement. 

__________ 
 
Pete Donnelly (sic) with Stiles Architectural Group, and Pedro Capo (sic) of El Dorado Furniture were present.  
Mr. Donnelly noted that Stiles will also be the contractor on the remodel.  They are taking the 1970’s look and 
bringing it more in line with other signature stores in Miami, Dade County and Palm Beach County.   
 
Mr. Leeds explained that the plan is a substantial change from what was originally submitted to staff.  There 
were a number of issues relating to signage and lighting and the applicant has resolved that.  In terms of the 
parking waiver, it is actually for five spaces.  The applicant provides more parking than would normally be 
required for a furniture store; a furniture store requires less parking than retail.  As part of this redo of the store, 
the applicant will be required to add additional landscape islands, fill in some missing landscape and new 
signage must conform to the current sign code.  There will also be other conditions relating to updating the 
property.  Staff had no objections to approval subject to the conditions that are in the report. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mr. Leeds advised they are changing the façade on the south and west 
building elevation.  The increase in square footage is minimal; about 1,700 square feet, and is basically a façade 
redo with some parking lot upgrading.  There is no problem with the increase and the parking. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve the request for site plan 
modification for EL DORADO FURNITURE SHOWROOM located at 400 South University Drive, including 
the waiver requests.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: 
 
* * * * * 
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COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Armstrong reminded everyone that “Green Day” will be held this weekend. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Tingom made the following announcement and comments: 
 

• There will be a presentation on the amendment to the Interlocal Agreement at the Educational Advisory 
Meeting on Monday, March 1, 2010 at 3:30 p.m. 

 

• He thanked the Police Department for their wonderful event on Valentine’s Day. 
 

• Congratulations were offered to Plantation General Hospital for the grand opening of their clinic on State 
Road 7 and Broward Boulevard. 

 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Fadgen understood that because of issues at the Jacaranda Country Club there is a program being 
developed in an attempt to address some of the problems. 
 
Mayor Armstrong advised that staff has been meeting collectively in order to gather all of the various points of 
concern surrounding multiple topics.  We are in the process of doing that and then a meeting will be scheduled 
with the representatives from the golf course and from the community once we can recommend solutions that 
can be put in place.  This information should be gathered in approximately three weeks. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic made the following comments: 
 

• The Best Buy pass through on Sunrise Boulevard is suicide on the weekends. 
 
Mr. Butler advised that he is attempting to work out some differences with Broward County, as this is a County 
road. 
 

• Gratitude was expressed to Mayor Armstrong, Mr. Lunny and Kevin Sobowlinski for the new PAL 
contract, which is signed.   

 

• Plantation made the Channel 10 news with regard to the pigs in Plantation Acres.  A trapper has been 
hired; however, the pigs are not accommodating. 

 
* * * * * 
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PUBLIC REQUESTS OF THE COUNCIL CONCERNING MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 
 
27. REQUEST FOR “PROCEED AT RISK” FOR FAST TRAIN LOCATED AT 15 NORTH STATE 

ROAD 7. 
 
A memorandum dated February 18, 2010 to Mayor Rae Carol Armstrong and City Council from Laurence 
Leeds, Planning, Zoning and Economic Development Director, follows: 
 
Westgate Plaza is zoned SPI-2 (Four Corners Commercial) and developed with two buildings encompassing 
approximately 108,236 square feet on 9.44 acres.  The site is bound by mixed commercial/office uses to the 
north, south, and east, together with single family residential use to the west. 
 
Vocational school use requires conditional use approval in the SPI-2 zoning district.  Fast Train proposes to lease 
12,200 square feet for vocational school use within the existing shopping center and represents the school will 
offer computer training, network, professional, management, information technologies, medical coding, building 
and medical assistant training.  A conditional use application has been filed and is scheduled for review at 
Review Committee Meeting of February 23, 2010. 
 
Based on the City parking code, the proposed vocational school use will require 122 parking spaces resulting in 
the need for an 81-space parking waiver in addition to a 65-space parking waiver that was granted to the site by 
City Council in 2006.  During the conditional use process for the vocational school use, the applicant plans to 
request a parking waiver to utilize the parking requirements applicable to Planned Shopping Centers (Section 27-
743(35)) in lieu of the standard parking formula generally applied to shopping centers within this zoning district.  
If approved, the Center would then have a parking surplus of 15 parking spaces. 
 
REQUEST: 
 
Fast Train requests approval to proceed at risk with construction while processing the conditional use 
application. 
 
STAFF COMMENTS: 
 
If the City Council elects to approve the proceed at risk request, approval shall be subject to the following: 
 
1) a certificate of occupancy shall not be issued prior to City Council approval of the conditional use and 

completion of conditional use conditions.  
 
2) a Hold Harmless Agreement must be executed by the property owner and tenant and approved as to form 

by the City Attorney prior to Zoning Department approval of building permits. 
__________ 

 
Attorney Emerson Allsworth was present on behalf of the applicant.   
 
Mr. Allsworth presented a brief presentation.  He noted that a lease was signed for six years.  Vocational training 
will be very advantageous to the Plantation residents.  They would like to proceed at risk so they can get started 
on the interior construction. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic made a Jennings disclosure. 
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Mr. Leeds advised that an amended backup was presented, which shows two conditions. 
 
Councilman Levy is pleased that this type of business is coming to the area. 
 
In response to Councilman Fadgen, Mr. Lunny stated that this item was not scheduled as quasi-judicial; it was 
scheduled under Comments from the Public.  It is appropriate to make Jennings disclosures when we know that 
the application is coming.   
 
Mayor Armstrong, Councilman Fadgen, Councilman Levy, Councilman Tingom and Councilwoman Uria all 
made Jennings disclosures. 
 
Mr. Leeds indicated that this will be coming back before Council.  It will be a conditional use and there will be a 
request for a parking waiver in late April or early May 2010. 
 
Motion by Councilwoman Uria, seconded by Councilman Tingom, to approve the request for “Proceed at 
Risk” for FAST TRAIN located at 15 North State Road 7.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Uria, Fadgen, Levy, Tingom, Bendekovic 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Daniel Beckham, resident, was present.  He expressed concern with commercial vehicles in his neighborhood 
and stated that it is not fair that he is doing the right thing and that his neighbors do not have to.  He has called 
the Police Department repeatedly and nothing has been done.  He submitted addresses of neighbors with 
commercial vehicles. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic advised that she would forward the addresses to the proper department.   
 
* * * * *  
 
Mike Berkman, resident, was present.  He commented on the passage of the wall ordinance.  He was impressed 
by the Council’s concern for doing the right thing for all of the people. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Dennis Conklin, resident, was present.  He made the following comments: 
 

• Some of the government officials in Texas have decided to possibly amend history books to cease 
teaching American History from Columbus or before and begin American History textbooks in 
America at 1877, as that would eliminate any teachings of our founding documents, the principles 
that America is founded on.  Decisions of these particular textbook committees influence the entire 
purchases of the United States of America.  He would hope that with the assistance of the Educational 
Advisory Board that we could not allow this atrocity to happen in Plantation and perhaps in the 
Florida schools. 
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• In January 2009 the Council mentioned Resolution No. 10481 about the green cities.  It went as far as 
to say that global warming is not real; however, the resolution was passed.  In December 2009 he 
requested that the resolution be removed in its entirety after a whole year of scientific studies 
revealing the hoax and fraud about tampering with data, etc.  He is again requesting that the 
resolution be removed; there was no action taken in the past.  There has been more embarrassment to 
the scientific experiment during the past two weeks.  He submitted articles for the record, which are 
on file in the City Clerk’s office. 

 
* * * * * 
  
WORKSHOPS  - None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:39 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Diane Veltri Bendekovic, President  
        City Council 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Susan Slattery 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
RECORD ENTRY: 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the Original of the foregoing signed Minutes was received by the Office of the City 
Clerk and entered into the Public Record this ______ day of ___________________, 2010. 
 
 
 
          ________________________ 
          Susan Slattery, City Clerk 


