
Conflict Assessment Meeting February 9, 2009     1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Joint Public Commission/Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Roger Wishner of Sunrise and 
Mayor Rae Carole Armstrong of Plantation at 6:30 p.m. at Volunteer Park. 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL AND OPENING REMARKS – Mayor Wishner and 

Mayor Armstrong. 
 
 Attendees: 
 
 City of Sunrise: 
 Roger B. Wishner, Mayor 
 Donald R. Rosen, Assistant Deputy Mayor 
 Sheila D. Alu, Commissioner 
 Joseph A. Scuotto, Commissioner 
 Bruce J. Moeller, City Manager 
 Mark Lubelski, Planning and Development Director 
 Hector Castro, Utilities Director 
 Stuart R. Michelson, City Attorney 
 Felecia Bravo, City Clerk 
 
 City of Plantation: 
 Rae Carole Armstrong, Mayor 
 Rico Petrocelli, Council President 
 Diane Veltri Bendekovic, President Pro Tem 
 Jerry Fadgen, Councilmember 
 Dr. Robert Levy, Councilmember 
 Sharon Moody Uria, Councilmember 
 Daniel Keefe, Assistant to the Mayor 
 Larry Leeds, Planning, Zoning and Economic Development Director 
 Brett Butler, City Engineer 
 Hank Breitenkam, Utilities Director 
 Donald Lunny, Jr., City Attorney 
 Susan Slattery, City Clerk 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Mayor Wishner and I are going to sit here shoulder to shoulder and coordinate the 

conversation for this meeting.  We do have one microphone here.  If you cannot hear us or if you cannot 
hear any of the speakers, please just raise your hand and we will either do one of several things.  We will 
speak louder or we will pass the microphone around so that we are all able to hear each other and that is 

 
City of Sunrise and City of Plantation 

 
JOINT PUBLIC COMMISSION/COUNCIL MEETING 

RELATING TO INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION 

February 9, 2009 
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particularly those that are sitting here with (inaudible) in the audience.  This meeting is one step in a 
process that is related to intergovernmental coordination.  There have been several meetings that have 
been held up to and through this particular point in this conversation and we will outline those for you as 
we go through the discussion.  

 
 But I wanted to just open the meeting by recognizing that we are here this evening for those of you that 

might not have been part of this process previously as the result of a conflict resolution process which is 
(inaudible) when and with the DRI process.  It was filed originally by the City of Plantation as a result 
and directly related to the Westerra project and the Metropica project in the City of Sunrise.  The City of 
Plantation did a Resolution back in December which outlined the points of concerns that included 
compatibility, service impacts, traffic impacts and, more importantly, the need to address through 
intergovernmental coordination which is what we are here for this evening, impacts related to our 
community.   

 
 Mayor Wishner and I met shortly after those December filings and agreed that there was a process here 

that we would follow, that the purpose here is to find a very good dialogue, a very good conversation 
between two sister cities so that we can identify some of our concerns and identify the impacts.  Not only 
do we have this conversation but we feel like between our two cities, we also have a lot of other things 
going forward.  This is a short-term conversation and, hopefully, we can have the long-term conversation 
about many other things including schools and transit projects and that type of thing.  We are very 
optimistic and very grateful and thank you and the City of Sunrise for being willing to sit down and have 
this kind of conversation which we feel very strongly is a new culture and an opportunity for us to work 
together going forward.  

 
 We had hoped to be able to come here this evening with a complete resolution on the items that were 

identified but that did not occur so we are here so we that we can all jointly have a very strong 
conversation in a very constructive manner to see if we can collectively through our commissions, come 
to some very specific resolutions.  I am extremely optimistic.  This is good news that we are sitting 
around the table now with this type of conversation and I am quite sure that with our Councils and with 
this conversation, we will be able to get to some good structured solutions.  Mayor, do you want to add 
anything? 

 
Mayor Wishner:  Yeah, thank you Mayor.  I just wanted also to, no sense in me rehashing what you said.  I just 

wanted to thank the Plantation City Commission/Council for joining us.  Also thank (inaudible) for being 
here this evening.  As I said in our first meeting, that we are neighbors; we are friends.  And the best 
thing we can do is try to work together to resolve any issues that we can come to resolutions for, and in 
the future, make sure that we are working together on future projects because obviously the next step that 
we will take will be some redevelopment of our areas that are adjacent to each other, not just here but 
also throughout the City where we come together to join, whether it is way east up off Sunrise Boulevard 
or whether it is off of Hiatus Road or the C13 Canal, I believe it is that separates us as well as Nob Hill 
Road does join things.  So this is a good beginning and our commission is always ready, willing and able 
to be a partner with these neighbors (inaudible).  

 
Mayor Armstrong:  Now what we are going to ask of you first is to follow the agenda that you do have in front 

of you. We have asked our attorneys here outlying the procedures as it relates to the conflict resolution 
process so that we understand exactly where we are in the process that we are in this evening and what 
the steps are for the future.  Don, do you want to start? 
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Mr. Lunny:  Yes, Mayor.  I’d like to point out to the members present and all elected officials present, that the 
Conflict Assessment Meeting has already occurred and the Manager from Sunrise and Mr. Keefe are 
going to brief everybody concerning what happened and then what happened and then what happened on 
the staff levels since that time.  The statute indicates that first thing that is to be considered tonight is a 
statement of issues which were prepared in the Conflict Assessment phase, so again Mr. Moeller and Mr. 
Keefe will present that.  The statute then requires that most governing bodies attempt in good faith to 
seek an agreement and to negotiate these items and so there is a legislative direction, if you will, that 
there be good faith negotiations and so neither city should think that they are going to get everything that 
they want or there won’t be negotiations.   

 
 So, the third item is if you cannot seek an agreement here in the joint meeting, then the statute requires 

both parties to (inaudible) and go through the mediation.  Prior to doing that, the statute would allow the 
joint cities to direct further meetings with staff if they would like to do that before going to mediation.  
So, I just wanted to emphasize that the first thing that you are required to do is hear from your 
professional staff concerns with respect to the stance in the matter, then you need to try to seek an 
agreement, exercising good faith, and negotiate the matters.  And then, failing to reach an agreement 
tonight, you need to tell us, the professional staff, whether you want to give us some early direction in 
terms of staff discussions or whether you wish to, or failing that, you need to proceed to mediation and 
then Mr. Michelson and I will select a mediator that to your way you want to do it, Stuart, and we’ll 
proceed down those lines.  So, that’s my view of what the statute indicates.  Stuart, do you have anything 
you want to add? 

 
Mr. Michelson:  Really, nothing much to add.  The statute is pretty straight forward and provides that if we 

don’t reach an agreement, the parties shall mediate.  It doesn’t tell you how to schedule the mediation.  
There is a timetable but it does not tell you how to hold it.  But I suppose if we were to do that, we would 
do it the way we mediate cases.  That is pretty…..all there is to do it.   

 
Mr. Lunny:  Thank you.  Again, welcome to Plantation.   
 
Mayor Armstrong:  We will add that welcome to Volunteer Park in Plantation.  The Wetlands, we are very 

proud of this (inaudible) to showcase this facility.  Dan, between you and Bruce,  
 
Mr. Keefe:  It is like this. Bruce, if I could take a stab at outlining the meetings and if then there is anything I 

missed and you want to add as we go through.  The two cities …….First of all, the City of Plantation had 
two meetings with the developers of Metropica and Westerra with their representatives and attorneys 
present.  We discussed with them the impacts Plantation saw with these two projects, namely impacts to 
parks, law enforcement and EMS.  We requested a contribution to the proposed traffic signal between 
118th Avenue and Flamingo Road on Sunrise Boulevard and also requested a contribution to the 
installation of the berm between NW 2nd and NW 8th Street.  Subsequent to that, as Mr. Lunny has 
outlined, we had the first Conflict Resolution meeting with Plantation and Sunrise elected officials and 
staff, and basically, we discussed those same items that I mentioned previously along with termination of 
the 1992 Temporary Service Agreement to Flamingo Key, the City of Plantation providing wastewater 
services to this area and the City of Sunrise and we also discussed the intergovernmental coordination on 
significant projects.  During that meeting, the City of Plantation did reduce our request on the impacts for 
parks, law enforcement, and emergency medical services to 10 percent of the impacts and it requested 
that the City of Sunrise see if they could negotiate that with the two developers.  OK so far, Bruce.  
Anything different?  OK. 
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 Then, subsequent to that, Plantation and Sunrise Staff conducted a follow-up conflict resolution meeting 
to review those items.  With respect to the Wastewater Agreement, Sunrise proposed that funds be placed 
in the 2010 Capital Improvement Program and work be completed in 36 months and that was with the 
understanding that was approved by their City Commission.  With respect to the park impacts, the law 
enforcement, and the emergency medical impacts, Sunrise Mr. Moeller reported at that time that 
developers are not willing to make any contribution towards any of those three impacts.  With respect to 
the traffic signal between 118th and Flamingo Road on Sunrise, Plantation requested that the developers 
contribute 10 percent or $225,000 towards the traffic signal and that Plantation would be responsible to 
secure the necessary traffic warrant.  As far as the Flamingo Road berm, Sunrise proposed to provide the 
necessary restoration to the existing berm from NW 8th Street north to the end of berm, determined by a 
joint fielder’s view of staff of both cities.  Both cities provided cost estimates for the completion of the 
berm between NW 2nd Street and 8th Street.  We are a little different in our estimates. Plantation’s 
estimate was $900,000 and Sunrise estimate was $1.5 million.  The staffs did agree to review those 
estimated costs and try to come up with a common cost figure.   

 
 As far as the intergovernmental coordination on significant projects, Plantation proposed that both cities 

would establish a process for mutual communication and input for significant redevelopment and 
development proposals, that the process shall apply to portions of both cities located north of Broward 
and west of Hiatus.  A significant development proposal shall include the following: 

• developments of regional impact with the DRI 

• substantial deviation to an existing DRI 

• comprehensive plan for future land use element or map amendments exceeding 20 acres in size or 
zoning map amendments exceeding 20 acres in size.   

• Each city shall use its best efforts to provide notice of significant development proposal at the 
beginning of the local, regional and county review process as well as ongoing Broward County 
Planning Council, Planning and Zoning Board, and elected body needs.   

• Each city shall use its best efforts to include quality design review of multi-story buildings and 
parking garages facing Flamingo Road.  

• Planning and Development Staff of both cities shall meet on a regular basis to discuss significant 
development proposals and quarterly meetings were suggested.   

• Where concerns concerning significant development proposals could not be resolved by Planning 
and Development Staff, the City may request a meeting, including the Chief Elected Official and 
Chief Administrative Officer from both cities.  Participation in this meeting is encouraged in the 
interest of coordinating land use and development issues of common interest.   

 
 In addition to the above, the City of Plantation was attempting to try to get some restriction as to height 

as it faced Flamingo and tried to get a stair step approach the further away it got from Flamingo, the 
higher the buildings.  What was proposed was 60 to 100 feet in height within 5/10ths of a mile or 264 
feet, 100 to 150 feet, ¼ mile which is 1320 feet, or 150 feet with ½ mile which 3640 feet.  Then the 
proposal was that any site-specific proposed modification to this restriction would require an evaluation 
of the modification by Plantation which shall advise Sunrise by Resolution whether it believes the 
proposed modification is compatible or should otherwise be approved or not approved.  If Plantation does 
not believe the proposed modification should be approved by Sunrise, the proposed modification would 
require the unanimous approval by the full Sunrise Commission.   
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 Subsequent to those meetings, Mr. Moeller and I have had several conversations.  I know Engineering 

Staff and Utilities Staff and Planning Staff have also had conversations and also Mayor Wishner and 
Mayor Armstrong have also had conversations with an attempt to reach an agreement on all issues. 

 
 Those are the meetings and the background and, Bruce, anything on that.  Have I pretty well captured 

that?  Not to where we’ve resolved those.  That is not where we were at. 
 
Mr. Moeller:  Correct.  I probably hold my comments when we get to kind of where we are at now with the 

status and things.  Probably provide some contacts for your Council on some of the issues on why the 
City of Sunrise has been resistant to agree with the position that you’ve laid out so far.   

 
Mr. Keefe:  The second part of the report is basically to give you a status of negotiations for a proposed 

agreement resolution and where we stand today.  One of the things that Plantation has insisted all along is 
that we would like to have agreement on all issues not piecemeal agreement on just a few of the issues 
and we have basically five issues in discussion.  The financial impact, again that’s with parks, EMS and 
law enforcement.  Our last proposal was to withdraw that impact of the $2.159 million and also withdraw 
the subsequent 10 percent.  Sunrise has been in agreement with that item.  Plantation reserves the right to 
approve this proposal based on agreement with all items in the resolution.  So again, that’s basically back 
on the table for the same.   

 
 Utilities – we had resolved, proposed rather, that Sunrise will provide wastewater services currently 

provided by the City of Plantation for Flamingo Key at the earlier of the time of site plan approval for 
any portion of either Metropica or Westerra or one year from notice by the City of Plantation Utilities 
Director if capacity is reasonably determined appropriate for any planned or approved development in 
Plantation, or third, in any event by September 30, 2012.  At the present time, Sunrise has indicated that 
such funds are expected to be recommended and the utilities capital improvement plan by the City 
Manager in upcoming fiscal year 2009/2010 budget subject to City of Sunrise Commission approval.  
Sunrise does not agree with Provision I or II, in other words, the two timeframes that we had suggested.  
Plantation reserves the right to utilize the language that was in the resolution that Mayor Armstrong 
spoke, Resolution 10453.  It was approved by the Plantation City Council on December 22, 2008.  That 
section states “Plantation hereby formally notifies Sunrise that Plantation wishes supplying wastewater 
services to Flamingo Key within a reasonable time, giving the need for Sunrise to purchase and install 
wastewater collection and main facilities so as to connect this area to its wastewater treatment plant 
facility, which reasonable time shall expire no later than the date Sunrise grants the first zoning 
development approval legally sufficient to enable either Metropica project or Harrison Park Westerra 
project to submit construction plans for its first building permit. Sunrise should, in turn, require either or 
both of these proposed substantial projects to build the infrastructure necessary to service Flamingo Key 
prior to either substantial project obtaining its first building permit or Sunrise will need to build such 
infrastructure.  All continued traffic signal, traffic management – in lieu of the traffic signal at this time, 
Plantation and Sunrise, this is Plantation’s proposal, agree to jointly pay for a traffic median 
improvements in the area between NW 118th Avenue and Flamingo Road on Sunrise in order to 
implement a traffic design plan prepared by Broward County.  Sunrise’s contribution shall be limited to 
no more than $10,000.  In the future, for significant projects, Sunrise will ask the warrant study for traffic 
signal be re-evaluated and if the signal is warranted, Sunrise will obtain the developers’ fair share 
contribution towards the cost thereof.  Sunrise agrees to make the best efforts from developers’ fair share 
contribution towards the traffic signals warranted.  At this point, Sunrise does not agree to contribute 
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$10,000 towards the traffic median improvement and again Plantation reserves the right to approve this 
proposal based on agreement with all items in the resolution. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  This is not probable without documentation. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  The City of Sunrise has not been adequately supplied other than the City Manager with the 

documents you guys are reading and what your Council has in front of them.   
 
Commissioner Alu:  All I’m hearing is a lot of Sunrise is gonna do this and Sunrise is gonna do that and I’m the 
first time  hearing some of this and I’m shocked. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Mayor Armstrong is going to be making copies for all of us to look at.  Like I said,…… 
 
Commissioner Alu:  First, while she is making copies, can someone also make me a copy of the data that 

supports this increase in financial impact on …where’s the data that supports the impact on the parks, the 
law enforcement, EMS.  Where is that? 

 
Mayor Wishner:  There isn’t. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  Who’s coming up with all this? 
 
Commissioner Rosen:  It was covered at the first meeting and I think one of the questions the Mayor asked, our 

Mayor asked, is could Plantation supply us with that data, and they couldn’t, so I thought it was taken off 
the table after the first meeting. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  And the other thing I don’t understand it’s the first I’m hearing all of these criteria that we 

have to get approval from Plantation on height restrictions.  I’m hearing Sunrise’s going to do this with 
the heights, it’s gonna do that.  What about all the projects that Plantation has built and the impact that 
they’ve had on our city.  I think we should have had all the documentation because this is the first I’m 
hearing it and it is totally ridiculous. 

 
Mayor Wishner:  The purpose of this meeting is to …this will be our last and final meeting to bring both 

bodies, full bodies together.  We’ve had a meeting already.  Assistant Mayor Rosen was the 
representative and myself at the first meeting and Rico Petrocelli stood in for Dr. Levy for that meeting 
as well.  We went through all this.  After that, we basically came to a resolution that we would discuss 
some things but some things were really were kind of taken off the table, so to speak.  And so then staff 
was directed to do their meetings to get us to this point, and then obviously our City Manager’s going to 
respond to Mr. Keefe’s ……. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  Well, before he does that, is Plantation…is the City of Sunrise going to review all of their 

proposed projects, also.  To me, this all seems totally one sided.  I don’t hear anything about…..I hear 
intergovernmental coordination.  All I hear is Sunrise is gonna do…Sunrise is gonna do…Sunrise is 
gonna do.   
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Mayor Wishner:  Technically, based on the document, yes.  The answer is, is that everything that is being from 

the table here is a request for the City of Plantation and its residents.  There is nothing that we’ve 
presented back to them as to what we’re asking out of them on …because they’re the ones that have 
called this meeting and called this state statute into position to create these meetings that we have to have 
now.  So yeah, if we wanted to challenge them, not challenge them, but if we wanted to institute the same 
statute on a project that they want to do in Plantation, the City of Sunrise has every right to do that.  To 
invoke…. 

 
Commissioner Rosen:  Just a point of information.  The information that Mr. Keefe is presenting right now is 

based upon the subsequent meetings that staff has held … 
 
Mr. Keefe:  What I was presenting was the City of Plantation’s positions, as you will hear from Mr. 

Moeller….I’ve got …..(inaudible)where the City of Sunrise is on those proposals 
 
Commissioner Rosen:  Ok. So this is strictly, wait, wait..Ok.  
 
Mayor Wishner:  Their presentation has two… 
 
Commissioner Rosen:  I’m sorry.  Ok.  I didn’t know if this was part of the subsequent presentation. 
 
Mr. Keefe:  Not saying that Mr. Moeller the City’s agreed to any of this other than where I’ve said that 

Plant…or Sunrise has agreed to certain things, but not to the items that you were talking about.   
 
Mayor Armstrong:  We’re getting some additional copies made.  We didn’t realize that you did not have copies 

of the give and take, and so they’re being made right now.   
 
Mayor Wishner:  What we’re going over, I think we need to take a little break to give them an opportunity to 

get this so they can follow along.  It would be unfair for them to go…for you to go through all this and 
they can’t really see it.  So, unless you have, feel differently, members,  

 
Commissioner Alu:  I’m shocked right now.  So 
 
Mayor Wishner:  So would you prefer to have this dialogue… 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I mean I’ve heard what I’ve seen in the newspaper, but all this intergovernmental …I am, I 
mean, to me it see like they’re becoming the town Council people for the City of Sunrise.  I believe we should 
work together and try to find a common ground but I have no data that supports any of these impacts.  I’m 
hearing we have to get approval on every single project that we are building.  This project has been going on for 
two years and, you know what, Mr. Moeller, how long will it take for us to get up and running Flamingo Key, 
because, I mean, I’m only one vote, but I have no problem with taking over our wastewater.  Let’s just do it.   
 
Mayor Wishner:  We did come to a resolution, Commissioner, on…… 
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Commissioner Scuotto:  Well we have two parts of the City.  We have the east part of the City that we would 
have to take over, Sunrise Boulevard and Sunset Strip, a couple of pockets in there and then we would also have 
to take out Flamingo Key.  So…. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  The one that is on the table now is the Flamingo Key issue and we are prepared to see, now, 

the ones we are addressing, cause that’s not really something that …him address that particular issue 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic:  May I ask a question?  We were given, when we first started into this, we were 

given backup on each itemized thing from the EMS services to our Park and Rec and everything.  We all 
got that packet.  Now wasn’t that shared at the first meeting with Sunrise?  That packet.  

 
Mayor Armstrong:  The backup information and the Resolution has been, yes, prepared and shared with the 

City of Sunrise.  At that Conflict Resolution meeting, there was… Commissioner Rosen was there and 
the City Manager, Mr. Moeller.  I’m not sure whether that was subsequently that were sent out to each of 
you as Councilmembers or not.  In fact, it should have been delivered because it was delivered to each 
one of the  

 
Mr. Moeller:  If I may, Mayor.  Commissioner, to your questions and ….I think what Mr. Keefe’s going over 

has been what the City of Plantation’s position has been.  The original resolution adopted by the City of 
Plantation Council outlined the five items Mr. Keefe’s been going over.  And we’ve been working off 
those five items consistently.  We’ve addressed and spoken to joint assessment meetings or the Conflict 
Assessment that occurred previously.  There were two representatives of our Commission there.  The 
Mayor and the Assistant Deputy Mayor.  And then since that time, a staff has worked continuously on 
those five items, cause that is what the City of Plantation raised for us in the resolution.  Each of the 
Commissioners got a copy of that packet when it was originally done.  You may remember, I want to say 
that was in December, around the holidays.  I responded back.  You received a copy on my response back 
to them.  Some of this recent that you’re seeing here, the more details specifically within a governmental 
coordination for example is what the City of Plantation has asked from us at the staff level is not 
something that have agreed to at all.  And when Mr. Keefe was done, I will be able to go through and 
explain our responses to that.  For some, where we’ve agreed to some of these items, either for a number 
of reasons which I’ll get into, or those other ones where we simply have not agreed, staff has not agreed, 
do not recommend them, for the reasons I can go into.  So we can wait for these documents for a few 
minutes. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  And also, you just said something about unanimous support of the Commission.  Are we 

gonna have to change our Charter because ….. 
 
Mr. Moeller:  Commissioner, if we were to agree to that, 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I wouldn’t agree to that.  So that’s a waste of time.  Absolutely.   
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Mr. Moeller:  It is not something that staff is prepared to recommend in any way.  I shared with Mr. Keefe and 

with Mayor Armstrong the reasons for our concern on those statements.  Also with regard to some of the 
funding issues and I will go through each of that.  So, the document Mr. Keefe’s looking on, he sent to 
me late today.  I was out of the office at the time.  I just got back in the office and had just pulled it, I 
think I met with Commissioner Scuotto at 5:30 and had just gotten it moments before that, so.  Mr. Keefe 
did send it to me.  I didn’t have an opportunity to go over it and prepare much detail in order to get the 
copies for you tonight, so.   

 
Commissioner Alu:  We could take a break while she is making the copies if you want.  Is that what you want 

to do? 
 
Mr. Moeller:  I don’t think it is fair for you to listen to this without having the facts.  So we will go ahead and 

take a recess until we can get these copies in place. 
 
There was a brief break after which the meeting reconvened.    
 
Mr. Keefe:  I apologize, Commission, that you did not have a copy of that.  I’m sorry, we should have provided 

one.  On page 5 now, the berm.  Again, this is just to try to clarify the City of Plantation’s position and 
proposal to the City of Sunrise and then Mr. Moeller has subsequently responded to these.  In italics, I’ve 
tried to capture where we are at with the City’s proposal that we are working off of.  I can…, since you 
have copies, I am not going to read everything, but, basically with the berm the City of Sunrise will 
resolve to restore the understory planting on the berm from NW 8th Avenue north during the current 
fiscal year.  The City of Plantation was proposing that the berm that is nonexistent between NW 2nd 
Avenue and 8th Street be constructed with a cost of 15% to the City of Plantation and 85% to Sunrise.  As 
I mentioned earlier, the two City Engineers had come up with different cost proposals, one $900,000 and 
one $1.5 million.  When they met, they reviewed the quantities and types of materials to be used and they 
came up with the following guideline with Sunrise’s desire for the size of the plant material to be a little 
bit larger.  $1.3 million and Plantation’s was $1.2 million.  Subsequent to that, the City of Plantation City 
Engineer was able to find a different type of fill material that would drastically reduce the cost of the 
project and we could get that total cost of the project down to about $530,000 with also reduction in some 
of the sizeable landscaping.  So the last proposal that Plantation had made was $100,000 from the City of 
Plantation and $430,000 from the City of Sunrise.  As I understand Sunrise’s position, currently, they 
would agree to restore the understory plant material from NW 9th Avenue, north to the end of the berm 
during the current fiscal year and currently Sunrise’s position is to contribute 15% or a maximum of 
$95,000 toward the actual construction of the berm between NW 2nd and 8th Avenue.  Sunrise requests 
that Plantation contribute the balance of the cost of the construction of the berm.  If both cities do not 
provide funding within one year of the resolution, the project will not be completed.  Sunrise would also 
agree to maintain the berm and request that Plantation reimburse Sunrise on an annual basis 50% of the 
maintenance costs associated with a portion of the berm.  The City of Plantation’s position is to reject 
that proposal.   

 
 Intergovernmental coordination:  both cities basically agree to the process for mutual communication.  

Notices of significant development proposals, quality design review, orderly meetings with Planning and 
Development staff, and where concerns cannot be resolved by staff, a meeting with the Chief Elected 
Official and Chief Administrative Officers will be called.  And again, I’ve already read the height 
restrictions that Plantation was suggesting and also Plantation had requested that the restrictions be in the 
form of either a Sunrise Comprehensive Plan Amendment or joint resolution or by Interlocal agreement.  
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None of those methods of putting that into written form have been gotten to be acceptable by Sunrise.  I 
believe on all the items that were outlined for you on page 2, those 8 items that Sunrise has agreed to 
those would be exception that they would change the amendments from Comprehensive Plan Future 
Land Use Element, amendments exceeding 20 acres, Sunrise is saying 40 acres and the zoning map 
amendments exceeding 20 acres, likewise with the 40 acres.  The site plan, master plan, plan 
developments and other development proposals (inaudible) in the 12 stories are 150 feet in height.  And 
again, the stair stepping back from Flamingo Road was not approved by Sunrise and Mr. Moeller’s 
proposal would be bringing development project with the building height of 100 feet or more proposed to 
be within ¼ mile of the shared municipal boundary adjacent to Flamingo Road between Sunrise and 
Plantation, both municipalities agree to the following:  Solicit comments of the development plans from 
the adjacent municipality, make best efforts to address issues regarding the development plans identified 
by the adjacent municipality, notify adjacent municipality of any scheduled public hearings of each 
respective City Commission or City Council relating to the development and provide final lists of 
adjacent municipality’s comments to each respective City Commissioner, City Council as a part of the 
local development approval process.  Although that is close to what we were asking for, this time again, 
Plantation reserves the right to approve this proposal based on agreement with all items in the Resolution.  
I think I’ve tried to list out the proposals where they were and then tried to show where the City of 
Plantation, and where I believe the City of Sunrise is on those issues (inaudible) need to clarify them. 

 
Mr. Moeller:  Thank you, and for the Council members from Plantation that were not at the earlier meeting and 

also for the Commissioners that were not at the Conflict Assessment Meeting, let me say it has been with 
the staff in Plantation, we’ve gone back and forth numerous times with proposals of language, some of 
the language that you see in here is the result.  Some that Sunrise has agreed to in part came originally 
from Plantation.  I’m not gonna go kind of a back and forth because it was a long process and not this 
enlightening.  But let me go through the five areas that we’ve talked about in my little explanation.  For 
the City of Sunrise’s and how we got there.  With regard, and I’ll work off of …starting at page 4 again 
on Mr. Keefe’s document, (inaudible).  The financial impacts for parks, EMS and law enforcement, we 
consistently …..(inaudible).  In the original resolution from the City of Plantation, they went through a 
methodology basically for Commissioner Alu and Commissioner Scuotto.  That methodology basically 
attempted to capture the percentage of Sunrise residents that may take or can use a Plantation Park, EMS, 
or law enforcement and they attempted to do that not by an outside study but probably done by their staff.  
They acknowledged earlier that the methodology may be not as good as you would like to see and 
sometimes that the methodology may have some flaws to it but not focusing on the methodology, which 
was one area and I think a significant area where we could go forward but also what was raised at the 
time that I’ve raised consistently about the City of Plantation is the rationale for that.  What is the public 
policy benefit of one community looking across its municipal border to another community and saying if 
our residents go over there and are involved in a vehicle accident, they may need their EMS or get 
stopped by their Police Department and get a traffic citation or go over and join some friends and play in 
one of the parks, what is the basis for a cost to be assigned to that because clearly if one were to do that, 
they would have to look at those residents across the boundary coming across the boundary and taking 
employment in the other city.  And you end up pretty soon becoming very xenophobic where 
communities have encouragement to build walls and just to say keep each other out and become an island 
unto their own.  And in a large metropolitan area like Broward County with 1.8 million people and 30 
plus municipalities, that does not from a policy perspective range at least for staff I believe for the City in 
Sunrise which doesn’t make sense for that.  So, putting aside the metrological problems which are 
significant, I think the policy issues are there.  So, with regard to this, though the City had originally 
asked for $2.1 million in impacts, they have identified through your methodology, they reduced that to 
10%.  I did at their request and based on our last meeting, the Mayor had indicated we would seek to 
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become two projects of Westerra and Metropica.  You did talk to them to see if they were willing to each 
put in 5% so in other words each a little over $100,000 if they were not inclined to do so because, again, 
they couldn’t identify nor bluntly could Sunrise staff identify a reason for that kind of assignment of cost.  
With regard to utilities…… 

 
Mayor Wishner:  We’ve agreed that what we want to do is each item we want to give each commission an 

opportunity to ask questions.  Even that it is a moot point at this point because I think both parties agree 
that we’re not going to deal in this but if there is any question, we wanted to make sure that everyone has 
an opportunity to ask.  If not, we will move on to Utilities 

 
Mayor Armstrong:  If I could just clarify something, I want to make it very clear as far as (inaudible) that this 

discussion is concerned because this is something that is something that is not only on the table for 
conversation between the City of Sunrise and the City of Plantation, I think the fact of what impact a 
project has on surrounding municipalities, whether it is one necessarily immediately adjacent to it or one 
that is part of the draw, because of the new developments, is a conversation that we’re all having and 
going to have, particularly that economic dictate and budget dictate the fact that we don’t have within our 
own individual municipality, the budget, the ability to be able to offset the impacts of larger projects that 
surround us.  The issue is not the residents, Sunrise residents, Plantation residents, or Oakland Park 
residents to Lauderhill residents.  The issue is that for the larger projects that are going to be developed in 
Sunrise’s new downtown, which from one Council person’s or one person’s elected official’s perspective 
in the City of Plantation. I don’t have any problem with the downtown concept provided that the impacts 
of that downtown are identified so that all of the people, not the residents in Plantation, but those that 
from Fort Lauderdale that are going to come west, those that are from Davie going to come north, that 
we’ve all looked at that fact that there are definitely going to be impacts there and I think the City of 
Sunrise will find the same thing in conversation with the City of Lauderhill in some of the DRI’s that are 
being proposed in other areas.  So, I for one think that this is a topic that needs to be further vetted with 
perhaps specific methodologies on how to quantify that.  And I think that we’re going to see that as a 
necessary part of the future.  As we sit with this right now, and the reason why it was taken off of the 
table in part is because again, the conversation doesn’t have totally the methodology that can back it up at 
this specific time.  We are very cognizant of the fact that that these projects, the two that are on the table 
right now, are going to create $2.1 million impact on us in the City of Plantation because of the additional 
service providers and the necessity to be able to manage our park sites and other activities that go with it.  
And I am sure the City of Sunrise is going to find the same thing with adjacent projects.  So, it is not 
residents, Bruce, that was the only thing I wanted to say.  It is not a Sunrise resident and a Plantation 
resident, except for the parks.  Now we did identify with the park and where we are sitting right here.  
We have, obviously, a large number of our Sunrise residents that do come and use this park and use every 
place in this facility, and the more users it has, obviously the more often and more frequently we are 
going to have to turn over the equipment and provide basics and so, those are real impacts and Plantation 
gets no benefit of any tax revenues that would be generated to help us offset some of those costs.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  Kind of on that issue which we pretty much ended with the parks, I explained to the Mayor 

and Commissioner Petrocelli that we have a park on Flamingo Road which is on 8th Street which there 
are more residents that live in Plantation adjacent to that than there are Sunrise resident.  And the other 
thing is these two project specifically are going to have within themselves the ability to provide 
entertainment and the things that are necessary to almost like what you see at Artesia which is pretty 
much a self-contained community in and of itself for the entertainment, for the gymnasiums and all the 
other things that are there, tennis, basketball, which is the issues that we deal with here in our parks, is 
the majority of leagues we have are basketball and tennis or racket ball courts.  So these two projects in 
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and of themselves are probably not going to have much of an impact specifically on this park because of 
their self-contained (inaudible).   

 
Commissioner Rosen:  …what happens coming from 595, I actually went east on 8th Street and there were 14 

people on the basketball courts and just for the heck of it, I stopped by.  It was a 505 game.  I hate to say 
this Mayor, but they were all Plantation residents.  There were two 101 Sunrise residents and 2 people 
sitting around us talking and they were Sunrise residents.  I think from a standpoint of parks, we all 
utilize each others parks for the simple fact that we have those defined borders that say “Oh by the way, 
you’re crossed over from Plantation to Sunrise and if there is a park available, kids are going to play.   

 
 When it comes to services, I’m trying to understand the 2.1 because in our last discussion I was privy to, 

you talked about, you know, if an accident occurs in your city whether it be our resident or your resident, 
you are going to handle it, you can (inaudible)the billing, whether it be Police tickets, etc.  So its kind of 
like…the one thing that does make me recognize that fact that we share a lot is that if residents are 
coming in whether it be from our city or from your city, and there is a store like, lets say. Pet 
Supermarket, they are gonna come shop in your City and obviously by the fact that that supermarket that 
you’re deriving fees from the occupational licenses.  And we have Sawgrass Mills which has been there 
for quiet a number of years.  So, it’s almost like a symbiotic relationship.  We actually help each other.  I 
don’t see the same type of impact that we’re trying to arrive at, at this point. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  And just touching on that, I don’t believe that there is a negative financial impact.  I think 

this, these projects are a win/win at a time where unemployment is at an all time high, our projects 
provide jobs, just like the jobs that were provided by the City of Sunrise bringing in Ikea, Sawgrass Mills 
Mall, the Arena, and like Don says, a lot of our parks are utilized by Plantation and it has never even 
occurred to me to feel that the City of Sunrise needs to back-charge for the impacts.  These projects, a lot 
of these parks, were given to us by grant money by Broward County.  These parks don’t belong to the 
City of Sunrise or to Plantation.  They belong to the people of Broward County, and the people, when 
they voted for this grant money, told us they wanted this open space, so I’ve never really considered our 
parks our parks.  We just happen to Police them.  And I really think that we should look at the positive 
financial impact and try to find some way for all of us to agree.  Obviously you don’t like when we come 
into your City and tell you how to run your City.  We’re trying to do what’s in the best interest, not only 
of the people of Sunrise but of all Broward County, bringing in jobs, smart growth.  You guys are built 
out.  But the City of Sunrise has held on to these parcels of land, knowing in the end, it’s going to be 
something spectacular.  They could have been approved for strip centers and the properties would not 
have the value they have and we would not be bringing in the quality of residents that we are attracting.  
So, I don’t see, I can see some concerns of yours an you want to protect Plantation Acres, and I 
understand your concern but these projects will help the people on the east side for jobs.  I think there’s 
you know, it’s a win/win on both sides.  So I don’t really like it being can be made that these are all 
negative  

 
Mr. Lunny:  You know, I agree with Mr. Moeller’s comments and with Mayor Wishner’s comments in terms of 

trying to evolve a methodology and how do you measure the pluses and the minuses and one of the things 
that was thrown out as just an idea was to consider a credit against fiscal impacts resulting from jobs 
created using the target business industry model for example.  But over all, the concept is that in projects 
involved in substantial changes to developments of regional impact.  The statutory process requires 
before a City approves it, it must consider local impacts and in the way that impacts on public on public 
facilities is dealt with on the Regional Planning Council they talk about impacts to parks and police and 
EMS and Sunrise, according to both of those Regional Planning Council memorandums, Sunrise requests 
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that, or is getting $380,000 for each project for police and fire services.  So, some process had to go to… 
had to be had to pick that number.  And those two projects do as we know, generate substantial recurring 
ad valorem revenue of $2.99 and $3.2 million annually.  So, I know that there is a problem with the 
methodology and how you measure it and I think Mayor Wishner indicated that perhaps this is a fruitful 
area for subsequent legislation so that we can figure out how to do it statewide or, maybe, countywide.  
And Plantation is willing to forego those impacts completely and take them off the table if we can route 
some resolution on the other items.  But those impacts are measurable and are real.  But there is a 
problem with trying to figure out how do you account for the pluses in development.  And these two 
developments will add substantial pluses for all of the Broward County citizens including Plantation 
citizens but in our considered view, it does generate costs to be borne by our taxpayers without 
concomitant revenue.  So, yes it’s true that our process was arbitrary.  I imagine yours was too and you 
picked $380,000 but if we are willing to give that up to go look at the other impacts , then I suggest we 
move on to the other impacts and see if you can reach an agreement there, and if we can’t, then we can 
go back to this one.   

 
Mr. Scuotto:  I sit on the South Florida Regional Planning Council and we handle anything that gets built in 

Monroe County, Dade County and Broward.  Over the last couple of years since I’ve been on this board, 
a lot of cities have been going through a lot of redevelopment.  A lot of cities have built out in sprawl.  A 
lot of the shopping centers were built out in sprawl.  Plantation right now is going back to which one of 
the developments did they build on University Drive, the Fountains, and have reconfigured the shopping 
center to figure out what’s the best for your city.  To knock down the old movie theater, try to make it 
your centrally located part of your city, to try to rejuvenate that area from just retail space to office space 
to condo space to whatever you are trying to do in that area.  You also are gonna try to build on Pine 
Island Road up against 595 on University Drive.  You have also built office buildings on Pine Island and 
University with height.  Your neighboring community right on the other side if 595 is Davie, which to 
you on the west side, you have Plantation Acres.  To Davie you have, there are other residents.  So we 
work together as far as the Council to try to help each city but I don’t think in any way each of us should 
be tying each other’s hands.  I’m not gonna tell you what you should be doing in the Central part of your 
city, how to revitalize it to get your businesses to come back, office buildings.  I mean, you guys got a 
great park going there on Peters Road now.  You know, we’ve also competed back and forth to attract 
different businesses and that is the climate of what it is in Broward County right now.  But to try to tie 
our hands about what we want for development because we have the Sawgrass Mills Mall but Metropica 
is over a mile from where Plantation starts.  So going by what you’re saying about the height restrictions 
and certain things like that, we would still be able to build a height that we want cause it is more than the 
less than a quarter of a mile that you’re saying.  But if we wanted to do redevelopment close on Flamingo 
Road, you would be tying our hands to say we wouldn’t be allowed to do certain developments because 
you’re a neighboring community.  But yet, you want to redevelop your University Fountains Mall with 
you know multiple stories.  You want to redo the Fashion Mall.  These are all things because it’s within 
your city and not close to neighboring communities.  But why should I be telling you how to redevelop 
those areas that are sitting and you don’t want it to be blighted.  Macy’s, the Fountains.  So this is a good 
thing that we should be talking about, what we want to do with our communities, but please, I mean you 
know, work with us but don’t fight us and then ask for a lot of different things that we would have to 
come up with and pay for.  Developers will have to pay for, I mean, Markham Park sits within the City.  
It’s a County park but people come all over Broward County and Dade County to use that park.  So, I just 
don’t want to see our hands be tied when we’re trying to redevelop our areas that need it and we’re 
attracting jobs.  We’re the fourth largest corporate park in the state and we’re attracting jobs for 
everyone, not just for Sunrise.  Plantation, Davie, Miramar, wherever they are.  So, I’m glad to see that 
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we’re here finally for the first time, but it’s sad to be this is the last meeting before it’s going somewhere 
else, you know.  So …. 

 
Councilman Levy:  First of all, what we’re talking about is adjacent to our borders.  This development you’re 

talking about I understand would not reach the height requirement as we’re suggesting but what we’re 
suggesting is some thought in the fact that we have low density and it appears to be abutting high density 
in Sunrise and what we’re asking for is consideration that when they’re abutting and when they’re 
blocking a quality of life view with a huge tower in the sky and things like that, that the least you can do 
is consider what value that has on people’s quality of life when they purchased a home out west.  They 
did not expect to be in the middle of a downtown.  You have to understand from our perspective that we 
have low density one unit to the acre and so forth in a number of our areas abutting Sunrise, we’re talking 
on the western side, and therefore, we’re asking for consideration of a height restriction so that those 
people are not walled in, so to speak, by high rise development right across the street.  And when you say 
there’s no impact, if you’re gonna bring 20,000 new people in to an area, and yes we are built out, we 
don’t anticipate those kind of developments in Plantation again, that does have an effect and an impact on 
us.  And you have to realize that.  20,000 residential is not necessarily new jobs.  There are people 
working there to service those residential but they’re not creating multitude of jobs.  They’re not 
industrial and they’re not business.  So that this is why we’re here.  We’re here because we have residents 
who have continuously asked us as their representative to please do something about what is happening 
to their quality of life.  We have an equestrian society in the Acres and we are trying to maintain that as 
best as possible.  What we have seen and that’s why Roger being here and everyone here discussing it, is 
a first step is the way I see it because I have to tell you truthfully, the previous City Manager would not 
meet with us and would not even take phone calls after he understood what the problem was.  So that, it’s 
nice to see that we’re here talking about it because we have to go back to our residents who elected us 
and say this is what we’re trying to do within the boundaries of proper planning and proper criteria with 
our neighboring community because we are all in this together.  And we’re not discussing environmental, 
waterways, and all of that kind of thing.  We’re talking about the impact that it directly has on our city 
and we feel that we’ve been left somewhere behind in the planning and development of these things 
because they directly affect the people who live adjacent to the city of Sunrise, and that’s who we 
represent.  Is that……does that answer your question? 

 
Mr. Scuotto:  I understand your point, but my point is the people who live in Plantation Acres across from them 

is a whole complex of all commercial and residential.  Artesia could have been 2,200 apartments but as a 
city, and we had a vision, that we didn’t want 2,200 apartments so we went to residential condo.  That 
was a vision that we had but I understand that they want their quality of life and I would want the same 
for my residents but they did buy up just like when residents buy up to an empty lot in Sunrise, or 
whatever city the live in, behind their house is a commercial property where eventually it could be built 
as a shopping center, strip mall or whatever it is.  And then they come to our city commission and tell us 
that they don’t want this development in their back yard.  But when they bought their home, it was zoned 
commercial so, I’m just saying, we fight the same battles you do but the Sawgrass Mall has been there for 
over 10-15 years.  They knew what they were buying for the ones that have bought those new ones along 
Flamingo Road.  It wasn’t like they didn’t know what was going to be built.   

 
Dr. Levy:  Also, just to point out, there are cities throughout Broward County going through this.  This is not 

unusual…..Hollywood and Hallandale, height density and restrictions along the coast, along the ocean, 
etc. etc. etc.  So, this is just what I see as one of the many that will be occurring and utilizing these 
statutes over the next few years as development becomes so inbred among us all and redevelopment and 
rehab and cities have to feed off of development and some do more than others.  So, this is just one of 
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many and at least we’re doing it not on a contentious basis.  And I hope no one is here thinking that.  
We’re here as friends and communities that work together to reach what we hope will be amicable 
solutions for everyone.  Thank you. 

 
Councilman Petrocelli:  If the developers could understand it has an impact and that they’re willing to pay you 

X amount of dollars, the $318,000, why couldn’t they at the same time understand that it has an impact 
on us. 

 
Mayor Wishner:  I can answer that because I was a respondent.  When you go across the street, you dial 911, 

who shows up.  Plantation or Sunrise?  If you have a fire across the street, you dial 911, who sends a fire 
truck?  Who has to put the equipment ….That’s the reason why we have the impacts and you do too.  So 
I don’t think it’s a fair….. 

 
Councilman Petrocelli:  But here we’re talking about for the Acres, it has been a traffic issue and we’ve 

narrowed this down that it’s the Acres.  This impacts all of Plantation.  Those people who come off of 
595 and take Pine Island or they take Flamingo, or they take …we could send them to 136th Avenue.  It’s 
gonna affect the entire city.  So those impacts that the developers are saying, hey listen, we’ll give you 
the money $318,000 and I don’t know how you came up with those numbers, maybe similar to what we 
came up……right but those impacts can’t help but exist on the other side of the street.  And I know that 
when you dial 911, your police are going to show up but that traffic flow, that accident, those issues that 
we’re dealing with, I said this is the first meeting.  You can’t move next to the airport and say I want you 
to get rid of it.  You knew it was there when you got there and we understand that.  These are some things 
that we’re looking for on the developer.  We don’t want you to say, hey, raise your millage for your 
residents, Joey, and pay us something out of that.  Maybe you can answer that or direct it to Don.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  The bottom line is that money is not going to solve your problem and that’s really what we 

have to come to a conclusion.  Money is not going to solve your problem whether it is traffic or not.  I 
they build and you get money, it’s not going to change traffic patterns.  If they don’t build, you won’t 
have that increase that you claim that could possibly be here.  And it is a claim because I mean you have 
a major destination right here within these blocks between here and Flamingo Road, on both sides of the 
street.  Those are major destinations for people to go to.  You’ve got Best Buy, you’ve Borders, you’ve 
got former Circuit City, Comp USA, you’ve got Denny’s, you have little shops and Pet Supermarket as 
was stated.  So the issue of saying we could just use money, No.  What we did was we did, and the 
Mayor agrees with me in our first comment.  We have probably the best infrastructure, the best 
infrastructure in the whole South Florida area out here, cause it was put in place for the future growth.  
That’s why Flamingo Road was built the way it is, 136th was built, and Sunrise Boulevard, all those 
roads, Sawgrass, 595, all those worked together as a family to mitigate the impacts of all the growth 
that’s taken place to this day as well as future growth.  And no one can deny that during the holidays and 
during when the Panthers or when they have concerts or whatever at that arena simultaneously, that you 
ever had a problem with traffic, that you ever heard in a phone call from somebody saying I got stuck in 
traffic out in this area.  Cause, no one can tell you that.  Because the reality of it is that the infrastructure 
is there.  Now, if it wasn’t there, and I agree with you, then we have to get them to come up with money 
to create the infrastructure and make it better.  But because the infrastructure’s there and we know that all 
the things we’re doing out there will….we’re not going to hurt our community.  Bottom line is this 
commission is never going to do something that is going to impact its own community.  At the same 
time, that would have a direct impact on you as well.  So, we’re watching and we’re following and I 
believe that we’re in a great position to be able to do things like Commissioner Alu has stated, Assistant 
Deputy Rosen and Commissioner Scuotto have stated that this is all going to be a win/win in a lot of 
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ways for all of us.  I understand that people in Plantation Acres have a problem.  Well they’ve had a 
problem with everything.  So bottom line is they yell at it when the school was gonna be built out here, 
they didn’t want a school to help the people of Sunrise as well as the people of Plantation.  Ok.  So at the 
same time, when I think the comments was made that it’s a questioned area.  Listen, $3 or $4 million 
homes are not a questioned areas anymore.  When you take that land and convert it from horses being on 
it and other things, to people living in multi-million dollar mansions, to me, you’ve changed the direction 
of Plantation Acres over the years and I stated that a long time ago.  That if you look at the number of 
lots that are going from farm or going from an agricultural, whatever it is, to now residential, your area 
out here is probably had the most amount of change in reality.  

 
Councilman Levy:  But very low density residential, not high density.   
 
Mayor Wishner:  But it’s still not that equestrian area that originally Plantation Acres has always been known 

for.  And that’s always been everyone knows when you mention Plantation Acres, the first thing you 
thing about is horse farms and horses are in there.  You don’t think about multi-million dollar homes that 
are built in there like you would see in Weston.  So I hope that kind of helps it a little bit. 

 
Councilman Petrocelli:  The acknowledgement of the developer based on what the City Attorney says, the fact 

that they know that they have to make concessions to you to help you with those things, and we can only 
think of the monetary, only the money part of it only because that’s all we have that we’re looking for, 
for our residents to make what you have created.  And we wouldn’t want Davie coming in and say, hey, 
Peters and University, you can’t build there because traffic’s gonna go underneath 595.  I understand that, 
Joey, but some concessions to make what’s left as a result of what you’re doing a little bit easier to 
handle and I’m sure there are some people here from Plantation Acres that are going to take exception 
that it is not an equestrian community with one of the biggest equestrian centers in Broward County 
there.  So, you may hear about that one but that’s what we’re doing.  We’re trying to be what’s best for 
our residents at the same time by you acknowledging the fact that there are impacts.  So, thank you. 

 
Councilman Fadgen:  Thank you, Mayor, Commissioners.  I’m happy that you’re here.  And we do want to 

work together.  We do not want to tie your hands.  But with the DRI, we have to ignore the borders and 
act as though the Plantation Acres residents are your residents to try to give appropriate consideration to 
their concerns and it may come down to money but the impacts are there.  We have obviously increased 
traffic and increased crime.  These impacts are things that are important to these residents.  Important to 
me as a City Councilman, and I ask that you just keep an open mind.  Give us the appropriate 
consideration in some sort of an offer.   

 
Councilwoman Uria:  Thank you all for being here, and I just wanted to address something that you said, 

Commissioner Scuotto.  When the operative word you said in Plantation, you said in the center of 
Plantation and that is our Midtown District, and I’m proud that we are not in any way affecting any other 
city that is on a border of our city.  And when you look at, you said Pine Island and 595 and I thing what 
you’re talking about, you were talking about the Stiles on University and 595, that project.  You’ve got a 
major, major highway that divides Davie and Plantation there and also on the south side of University, 
it’s all commercial too.  There’s a major difference on the west side of Plantation and across the road, 
there’s the changes that are gonna be happening there and one of the things that we talked about the 
limitations, one of the things I brought up to Council that I really… why I wanted this brought up 
because I think years ago when the DRI was looked at, people didn’t really consider years down the road 
and that we may be facing these problems.  One of the things that I just want you to look at, we’re here 
tonight because even though we may not agree tonight, especially on these two projects, in the years to 
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come there may be some land use changes.  Some of the residential areas on Flamingo Road and Sunrise, 
you never know, maybe that could be commercial, and that would be right across the road, that wouldn’t 
be a mile away from Plantation Acres.  I don’t know.  Maybe Plantation Acres might change, so it could 
reverse.  Maybe we need to look at that too.  And in response to Mayor Wishner about the $3 or $4 
million homes in Plantation Acres, there’s not many of those today.  I will tell you that there are some 
expensive homes that do have horses in the back yard.  There’s a few people here that have horses in the 
back yard.  I’m one of them.  So probably as long as I can feed a horse, I’ll have a horse in the back yard.  
So, and there’s more people that are doing that.  More people are putting their horses in the back yard 
cause they can’t afford to board them.  And those places are, you know, very expensive.  And I just want 
to say that we have to look in the future.  Things do change.  So even though what we’re looking at 
today, you know, you have to keep in mind, this communication is to look at the future.  And one more 
thing I wanted to say, also, when you were talking about the project, I forget its name, I’m sorry, Artesia, 
I’m glad that you didn’t build another Tao or however you pronounce it because I know that’s sitting 
empty and I hope that you don’t have another visions of anything like that.  I mean, we’re all struggling 
and I know what Commissioner Alu is saying about sure, you know its great whenever we have a project 
going in these economic difficult times, but we also, you know, I certainly don’t want to build something 
and it sit there empty, so.   

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  It won’t be empty for long.   
 
Commissioner Alu:  Like the Fashion Mall. 
 
Councilwoman Uria:  Well, but it’s not built and sitting…..I mean it’s empty but we’ve got people looking at 

changing that so …, thank you. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic:  I appreciate the fact that we’re all here tonight, whether we get anything resolved, 

I, that’s yet to be seen.  But at the same time, you have to understand, Plantation does have a limit of 12 
stories.  The highest building that will be built or that we’ve agreed on will be the Fashion Mall at 16, so 
that’s a far cry from 26 story and no disrespect to you, Joey, because you grew up with my boys so I 
know where you’re coming from, but I really don’t know what your vision was for the 26 stories.  That is 
really problematic, especially when they sit empty and they’ll probably the windows will probably be on 
my front yard when the Hurricane Wilma or something like that comes through the next time.  So, I’m 
glad that Artesia is what it is.  I’ve heard very good things about Artesia.  It’s too bad that the vision 
wasn’t there when those twin buildings were built.  As far as the schools go, Commissioner, I’m so glad 
that the school wasn’t built.  First of all, you were going to take some of our park land which open space, 
that’s what we’re very supportive of here in Plantation and to build that Middle School.  Second of all, 
with the school enrollment the way it is and the decreasing in student enrollment, that school wouldn’t 
have been needed to begin with as is a lot of the other schools because most of our schools in Plantation 
are under enrolled at the present time.  So with that, and the berm, I really think we need to get on and 
move on from this $2.1 million.  We’ve already said it’s off the table.  Let’s move on because I think the 
one thing that we are very very concerned with is the fact and the responsibility of the berm and who can 
reach out and where we can partner to get the berm built.  We’ve moved from a wall which is out of 
reach and very extravagant to the fact that we do have an existing berm there but we’d like it to be 
consistent from the north end to the south end because we did have the melaleuca and that area and I will 
personally say that I am so glad, Roger, that you are sitting in that seat because at least you’ll listen.  
Whether we agree or not or disagree, you’ll at least come to the table because I was stonewalled on every 
single move that I tried to do with the former City Manager.  So I appreciate the fact that you’re sitting 
here, but can we move on from here and go to the berm and go to something that maybe we can agree on 
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or if we can’t agree on anything, then we move on to mediation because we could go tit-for-tat all night 
long. 

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  I just want to say one other thing. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  Yeah, so do I.  I don’t really appreciate Ms. Veltri’s comment about the fact that we didn’t 

have the proper vision.  We do have a proper vision.  Our vision is different than your vision.  Our vision 
is for high density to bring jobs, not a royal community with horses.  I think we need to be considerate of 
Plantation Acres.  I can only imagine how they must feel buying a house knowing it’s commercial and 
then waking up one day and seeing a high rise.  But for you to criticize our vision, I can equally criticize 
you for many of your decisions you’ve made, how you’ve stopped the City of Sunrise from trying to get 
a school when there was a time we needed them and people had to put their kids in private school on 
some of the decisions that you’ve made in your development.  I’m not gonna come to the town of, City of 
Plantation and start dictating on what decisions you make or asking you to have unanimous approvals so 
I resent your comments.  I am, however, willing and there’s absolutely no secret that you and I definitely 
have animosity towards each other.  So I’m gonna try my best to try and not allow your and my dislike 
for one another but to criticize our City for our vision.  At least we have one.   

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  No, I just want to say – I won’t attack Ms. Bendekovic because I know her family and 

her father was a great…..but I just want to say, and pardon my language or whatever, but, and I’ve said 
this before and people have heard me.  But I grew up in Sunrise for 30 years when we first moved from 
Brooklyn and we moved to Sunrise and going to Brooklyn to come here, Sunrise was beautiful.  But 
everybody that I went to school with said “Where do you live?” and I said Sunrise and they said 
“Scumrise”.  Ok.  That was like a known thing.  It was called “Scumrise”.  For me to be growing up in 
the City, playing sports, being part of the City, become part of the City Council and then having a vision 
with the Mayor and the Commissioners, now and previous, I don’t think there is another city, whether it’s 
Broward or the State or the Country who had a vision like ours.  Who put what we thought forward and 
took all the shots from people who thought we were crazy but we got a mall, we have an arena, we have 
major projects, we have companies moving their headquarters, I mean, we took an important position on 
a lot of development is the city.  Developers who build in your city, that first started the developments of 
our corporate park said that they wanted to build one story warehousing and the City Manager and the 
Mayor said no, we don’t want that.  We want you to build Class A office building on 136th and 595.  He 
said, what are you, nuts.  Nobody’s gonna come out here.  So that was our vision back then, 18 – 20 years 
ago.  You know, so, I’m not saying it to you, I’m jus saying, we fight the battles and we take a lot of the 
heat but you know what, I think we’ve turned our city from Scumrise to a prosperous city, sustainable, 
and a lot of people are envy of us.  Cause we took that vision and we brought it forward.  Just like you 
guys are doing.  You built two malls, the Broward Mall, the Fashion Mall, was it the best thing to do to 
build two competing malls.  But at the time, you thought it was great idea.  Ten years, 15 years later, now 
you have to rethink your thoughts.  But you’re working through it.  You’re gonna rebuild it.  You’re 
gonna make it into something that’s gonna be great for your residents and people in the surround areas to 
come back to you.  That’s why you’re making a Midtown.  You want the people and your businesses to 
come back.  You’re doing it in your corporate park.  You’ve opened up restaurants, now.  So, yeah, we 
both have a vision.  Maybe some of them are different.  But the only spots that we have left which are 
called infills, just like everybody else has left in their communities, we want the best for our residents to 
broaden their tax base, to help our residents.  And if it just so happens to be next to your neighborhood, 
you know, we will work with you but, you know, you can’t tie our hands with the only developments that 
we have left in the city to get the best bang for our buck to help our residents.   
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Assistant Deputy Rosen:  Just a quick comment.  And we appreciate the fact that we are sitting across from 

what I perceive to be Flamingo Road right now.  But in all seriousness, I sit next to three people on my 
dais who take what we do very seriously.  Commissioner Alu talks about environmental issues as much 
as I do.  Commissioner Scuotto talks about impacts to schools as much as Commissioner Alu.  We look 
at not only the impact to our community but we look to the surrounding communities and what our 
projects that we are gonna put in there have an effect not only to our city but to certain cities that 
surround us.  We don’t, when we sit up there, there’s a lot of discussion, and I can see some of the people 
who come before us sitting in the audience, who will testify to the fact that is of great concern to us.  
Unfortunately, as we’ve discussed, we’re sitting across the street from what was supposed to be a 
different type of environment.  The one thing I do recognize is that the people of the Acres had multiple 
opportunities (A) to look at Sawgrass Mills before it was even a considered on paper and in actuality, and 
also, no one came before us when we talked about Tao and the impact it would have on the Acres.  I 
think that one of the things I, if I’ve learned nothing else, is that we need to talk to one another and open 
up more dialogue.  But in deference to Commissioner Scuotto’s comments, by us sitting here today and 
maybe coming to a resolution or maybe not, we can’t tie your hands nor can you tie ours as to what we 
do in our city because we take it real seriously, including the fact of how’s traffic going to be impacted.  
How’s the environment going to be impacted?  How is services going to be impacted?  All these things 
we look at really hard and really long before we make our decisions.   

 
MayorWishner:  Thank you all for your comments.  They were actually very entertaining and enjoyable to hear.  

We’re going to go on to Utilities.   
 
Mayor Armstrong:  If we can continue….. 
 
Mr. Moeller:  Yeah, with regard to Utilities, in the original resolution of the Council of the City of Plantation 

passed on December 22nd which was on page 4 it says “Plantation hereby formally notifies Sunrise that 
Plantation wishes to cease supplying wastewater services to Flamingo Key within a reasonable time, 
given the needs for Sunrise to purchase and install wastewater collection main facilities so as to connect 
this area with its wastewater treatment plant.  Stopping at that point, I will tell you that I’ve indicated 
early vocal correspondence to Mayor Armstrong, and subsequent meetings that the City of Sunrise, that 
I’ve indicated that I would bring that item forward to the City Commission of Sunrise in our next budget 
cycle and recommend to you that we go ahead and fund that.  Now, for the Councilmembers of 
Plantation, the resolution that you all passed went on with various time frames which, unfortunately, are a 
little bit limiting from our perspective.  The concerns as I understand the City of Plantation has had is that 
if we’re going to put their heavy development, they feel it is appropriate for this 390 almost 400 
residential units to be connected to our wastewater system.  We agree with that.  But it takes us time to 
engineer that, to fund it and construct it.  And I am here to tell you that we will do that with due haste.  I 
will recommend it to the commission this year in the budget cycle.  We will engineer it and construct it, 
assuming it is to provide the City Commission with all due speed that is unfortunately the best I can do.  I 
cannot agree to some time frame that may artificially make that less.  Some of these timeframes that were 
proposed by the City of Plantation talk about at the time of site plan approval, bringing a portion of either 
Westerra or Metropica.  Neither one of those projects will have any impact on our water system or 
anybody’s water system or waste water system at site plan approval.  It takes sadly, sometimes, years for 
these projects to move forward.  I think the timeframe that we’ve proposed has been that we would do so 
by, I don’t know where we were with that, I think we said within three years basically.  September 30th or 
sooner if we can.  We’ll move forward, we’ll try to do that sooner, September 30th, our estimates were 
approximately 36 months for us to do that.  We will do that with due speed assuming the funding is 
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approved.  I can’t recommend anything more than that, nor was I willing to recommend to our 
Commission that they hold up normal regulatory reviews and approvals of projects that are moving 
forward in the city because we have not yet been able to tie them in.  We don’t believe that there’s a 
rational nexus between a site plan approval for example and the fact that we have not connected the 
wastewater.  So we have agreed to connect it.  I would also point out to the Council and our commission 
will hear this a little bit later, that cost is going to be upwards of $1.5 million, maybe a little less, maybe a 
little more.  That is a significant economic impact on the City of Sunrise for us to do this.   

 
Councilwoman Uria:  Can I just ask a question?  If we’ve been providing this service since 1992, if we hadn’t 

brought this up under this venue for you, when was your timeframe?   
 
Mayor Wishner:  There really wasn’t because this really wasn’t an issue until it was brought up… 
 
Mr. Keefe:  Actually, there is an agreement in place between the two cities. 
 
Mr. Scuotto:  We supply 260,000 customers with water in Davie.   
 
Mr. Moeller:  Actually, if I may clarify, Mayor, to the Councilmembers.  Actually, this was brought up.  This 

was brought up last year in the summertime.  I’m gonna look to correct my notes here and make sure my 
I’m understanding correctly.  Either your Utility spoke to our corrections.  Both cities had to supply 
paperwork to the Department of Community Affairs for various normal regulatory things.  In that, they 
saw a slight disagreement in our municipal boundaries and service areas and DCI asked for us to correct 
that at a staff level below, I think Mr. Keefe, if he was aware, I certainly wasn’t on my side.  They met 
back in August of last year and then in November to talk about that long standing agreement that’s been 
in place since 1992 and at a staff level, thought you know it’s working fine, lets just go ahead and prepare 
agreements to continue that service forward and bring it back so at staff level, a decision was made to go 
ahead and do that, bring it back to the respective bodies and ask to approve that just going forward.  So it 
was a little, not a reason, there was back and forth.  When this came to us in December of this year, and I 
looked at that and spoke to Mr. Castro at the time, he assured me that history I thought based on the 
overall context of the fact of asking for the dollars to be payments from developers over the issues of the 
berm, all the other issues, I thought it was probably in our best interest just to not leave this issue out 
there any longer.  But from a technical level, I will tell you that it is my understanding that staffs had 
agreed to go in and continue this.  So, it had been looked and discussed in staff’s ……   

 
Councilwoman Uria:  There again, just my point.  We’ve been providing this service since 1992.  But we’ve 

also thought about your residents and 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Yes Ma’am and you’ve been getting the revenues for it as well.  Oh no, there’s no doubt 

about it and when you look at it. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  And this was a very favorable thing.  This was a very favorable thing (Inaudible)  There 

was no surcharge, there were no pass fee charges or any of those that were connected to that would be 
normally part of any kind of agreements that was put in place today.  So we have been good neighbors on 
that. 
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Mr. Moeller:  So in summary, we’ve agreed to do so, it’s just the timing of it, I think, and that’s the issue and 

we will move forward with due speed on it.  With regard to traffic, this is one of those issues that’s upon 
my recollection is the original request from Plantation and  I want to go back a whole lot was originally 
for a traffic signal, then perhaps money to be held in reserve or a bond of some sort should a warrant 
ultimately be received by Broward County for a traffic signal and then subsequent went to perhaps 
Sunrise contributing some dollars for modifications to median along Sunrise Boulevard between 118th 
and Flamingo Road, I think that would be right across the street from here, I am not….We had in one of 
those iterations agreed to talk to the two developers about making a small contribution towards the traffic 
signal and holding that in a bond of some sort or some sort of instrument that the City of Plantation could 
use should a warrant ultimately be received from that.  But after I’d spoken with the developers and I 
don’t want to put them on the spot.  They’ve kind of indicated some willingness to do that if that were the 
issue that would conclude all of this and I said that somewhat in the earlier comments that that brought 
this entire thing to conclusion.  They would look at that but since that time, Plantation came back with 
preferred contribution for median improvements.  We were not willing to agree.  I didn’t think that in the 
rational basis that half the City of Sunrise contribute to median improvements in Plantation.  There are 
some other technical issues dealing with Broward County traffic and I don’t really want to get to hear.  
But we’ve got a very similar issue in our community that we’re having trouble with Broward County and 
so, I’m not going into that, so we declined on that one. 

 
Councilman Levy:  May I ask a clarification?  Bruce, when, if like most developments there’s a Broward 

County impact fee that’s charged, especially for traffic and roadway improvements, is there any way of 
denoting to Broward County where these should occur or does it just go into that netherworld of the 
County improvements overall? 

 
Mr. Moeller:  I’m not sure I understand the question. 
 
Councilman Levy:  In other words, I’m sure the developers have paid Broward County impact fees for roadway 

development.  There’s always traffic and roadway impact fees on every major development that goes to 
Broward County.  What I’m asking is does the City of Sunrise have any say so in what happens to that 
money when it goes to Broward County?  For example, if you have to put in right turn lanes or things 
like that to accommodate, do you have to get separate money from the developer or does that come out of 
the Broward County roadway money? 

 
Mr. Moeller:  When we have a project of these natures, we enter the development order with them and it 

specifies where readily identifiable traffic improvements need to be made.  Those costs are calculated, 
estimated for that specific traffic improvements where those impacts have been shown and then provide 
for that and Mr. Lubelski will correct me here if I’m wrong.  With regard to this site between 118th and 
Flamingo, my recollection is again I’m looking at Mr. Lubelski who’s our Planning and Development 
Director, there was nothing in the work that was done related to these two DRI’s that demonstrated an 
impact that was sufficient to justify traffic signalization on Sunrise Boulevard between Flamingo and 
118th.  Because there was no identified impact on that, that was not something that was 
addressed……didn’t quite address the whole part of the question.…. 

 
Councilman Levy:  The other side to my question is I know that Broward County collects a huge impact fee as 

what for roadway and traffic, am I correct?   
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Mr. Lubelski:  As part of the DRI there is monies that are allocated as the City Manager discussed and as part of 
that, their methodology of traffic impacts are done at the DRI level at the very beginning of the process 
and that methodology will then lead to identify improvements that may need to be done, whether it’s a 
turn lane, median improvements, road widenings, and so forth. 

 
Councilman Levy:  Isn’t that within your community.  Could that be that this be included, I’m just hypothetical, 

now.  Could something like that or even the berm be included as part of those improvements?   
 
Mr. Lubelski:  You would have to identify those impacts during, you would agree to a methodology on how 

you’re going to evaluate the traffic impacts.  And if the development of those projects triggered the 
requirements, whether it is for median improvements, or traffic signal, then, at that point, during the DRI 
process those improvements would be identified and put in the development order.  And it is not just 
looked at a local basis in terms of City of Sunrise is a regional impact so you evaluate beyond boundaries  
and I don’t believe there was impacts associated with the signal on 118th or any type of median 
improvements on Sunrise Boulevard east of Flamingo. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  Was it looked at because I mean, I would definitely agree in this one particular area that if 

the data supports, that there should be or needs to be a light there because of traffic.  I’m agreeable with 
Plantation the developer should pay it. 

 
Mr. Moeller: Broward County has done a study there is no warrant. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I would just like to see that information.  I mean, there’s no warrant at this time, I know, 

but based on what numbers and what set of facts, how can they say that Metropica and Artesia is not 
gonna have any impact at all to the City of Plantation traffic. I mean, I’ll agree that we should continue to 
look at this one issue.  I’m only one vote, but, and the other thing is that I don’t think it matters how 
much money we gave to the City of Plantation.  If I lived in Plantation Acres, I don’t care if we built a six 
story, a 12 story, a 16, a 28.  I don’t want it because that’s why I live there.  So, I don’t know if there’s 
any way we gonna be able to resolve the issue.  But I’m not gonna agree with tying our hands and 
coming and getting unanimous, I’m just not.  Or being told you have to give us $2 million or telling us 
you need to start taking care of your utilities.  But I will agree that there has to be some kind of impact to 
traffic.  And the developer should pay it.  They may not like it but that’s the way I feel.  And what is, 
you’re obviously concerned about Plantation Acres and height.  What is the height that is proposed right 
now on the west side of Flamingo?  How tall are those buildings?  Is there anything else height-wise that 
is going near Plantation Acres? 

 
Mr. Moeller:  At this time, Commissioner, there is nothing.  The only parcel essentially that is available up 

against Flamingo Road exists just south of the existing Taos Tower. Currently… 
 
Commissioner Alu:  All the rest of the height is gonna be way on the other side, right? 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Currently the proposed building structure on that property would be an ABC Liquor but 

obviously would be a normal single story commercial.  There is nothing else. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I think that we should have.  You know Pat ran the City totally differently and there was 

no communication, not just with the neighboring cities, with his own commission.  If there’s ever some 
sort of high density building that’s ever gonna come before the City Commission, that’s gonna directly 
impact the people of Plantation Acres, I don’t have a problem with sitting down and talking to you guys 
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about it.  And I have no problem with that but to say “you owe me this”, “well you have this negative 
impact”, “well what about the positive impact”, you know.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  The manager’s proposing that we agree to have … 
 
Commissioner Alu:  So we really aren’t going to have any other high density buildings but up against 

Plantation Acres, right?  That’s it.  
 
Mayor Wishner:  As I told my commission, I think you’d do great.  You don’t want to stymie anyone’s 

opportunities.  You can turn them down and say no, that’s not what’s gonna happen.  And I think we’d 
want to be in a position where we could accept anything that someone may bring to us.  It doesn’t mean 
that it’s gonna be something that fits into our philosophy as to how we want to proceed out here. So I 
think the issue is we have not established, except for what’s currently in place, established height 
restrictions.  But as far as they’re concerned, there really is nothing available landwise.  Everything is 
going to be on the opposite side of the mall, unless there’s something on the round perimeter. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  Really nothing left for Plantation Acres to be concerned. 
 
Councilman Levy:  I appreciate very much what you just said.  That makes me feel very comfortable. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  yeah, because I thought we were going from this point on, you know, on the other side so 

when I lived in New Orleans Estates, I looked up one day.  I heard there was a building going across the 
street but I never imagined that when I walked out of my house, it was going to be this gigantic American 
Voyage, and I was like, Oh my…Where did this thing come from.  I felt like it towered over my whole 
neighborhood.  City of Plantation could have paid me any amount of money, given me a berm, and they 
did cause we won when they tried to put to Doppler radar tower before I became an elected official.  
They put a wall around.  They gave us all ….No.  I did not want that building there.  I didn’t care what 
they said.  Well you knew you move behind commercial.  Yeah, but when I bought this house, there was 
a dirt road behind the back of my house.  I never in a million years thought I was gonna wake up to see 
this gigantic tower.  So nothing we’re gonna be able to do is going to appease the people of Plantation 
Acres and it was unfortunate about how the City Manager did not keep the community involved.  He 
didn’t keep us involved.  That’s why he’s not here anymore.  So, I’m willing, you know, I don’t have a 
problem with traffic.  If there’s some kind of data that’s wanted with the, you know.   

 
Councilman Levy:  I just haven’t finished my final point and I promise Sharon, you got it after me.  I know that 

Broward County collects impact fees for roads and traffic on roads.  And all I’m saying is if you have an 
input into that, these issues, please make a priority and let Broward County from those impact fees that it 
collects, and I know they’re hundreds of thousands of dollars, and that’s supposed to go for 
improvements throughout the County and the answer is when I questioned how much they collected, is 
well, people will be driving to this development over all Broward County roads so, therefore, we can’t 
limit the improvements to any one area.  And, you know, so therefore, but we can request since it’s not in 
the City of Sunrise, that Broward County who has the jurisdiction to do these improvements on these 
roads, use those funds for that. 

 
Mayor Armstrong:  And I think they have agreed to that.  That going forward, that will be the request.  The 

thing that is on the table right now is that with the current developers we had made that request and they 
have taken the position that they do not have the responsibility 
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Levy:  Alright, but if we agree to jointly ask Broward County, then we’ll have the discussion we’re having now 
with Broward County, all of us together.   

 
Commissioner Alu:  But the sign, uh, has to be warranted now because we’ve had a lot of problems.  They’re 

not gonna just put a light there just because we say they need one.  It’s like pulling teeth because the 
people in Sawgrass Preserves, they can’t hardly get out of their house and we have an officer there.  
They’ve been begging and begging and begging.  We had to get our lobbyist involved.  We get them 
…..it’s been going on for years. 

 
Mayor Wishner:  We will work with our representatives on the County level to help us lobby … 
 
Mayor Wishner:  I’ve been reading over your documents for the project of the trailer park that was proposed to 

put residential.  they’re paying $171,000 in impact fees and $6,000 in Administrative fees for the Tao.  
So there is some huge, huge dollars that are paid by the different developers to the County.  I’m sure 
these are going to be significant that Westerra and Metropica end up paying as well.   

 
Mayor Armstrong:  Very quickly, too, on this topic is that the warrants will be justified again with some access 

management that are in and around that vicinity and that was the request to again create a condition there 
that is safer than the condition that is there today and for us to share in that responsibility for the median 
improvements which were identified …. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  I’m only one vote but I’m saying you got me here.   
 
Mayor Wishner:  We’re all here. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  OK. 
 
Councilwoman Uria:  I just wanted to say one thing.  Thank you, Commissioner Alu for your comments on this 

but we don’t need a light there.  A very very simple inexpensive is just to close the median and make a 
right turn out, and make people go down to the light and make a U-turn, right here at the Best Buy.  They 
would go down to the Flamingo. 

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  They tried to do that on Oakland Park cause we had a couple of fatalities.  They 

wouldn’t let us to it. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  You can’t be making U-turns around Flamingo.  They won’t ever approve that. 
 
Councilwoman Uria:  Why? 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Well, first of all, it’s very dangerous now and there’s people are flying down Sunrise 

Boulevard in either direction.   
 
Councilwoman Uria:  They have a light there. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  Let’s agree to let the experts look at it and come up with a compromise that’s best for 

everybody. 
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Mayor Wishner:  One family you lose because we forced them to go to U-turn.  We close off on 115th, I believe 
it’s 115th?  No.  Hiatus Road.  We don’t allow you to make a U-turn anymore there, on Oakland Park 
Boulevard.  You keep going east cause… 

 
Councilwoman Uria:  But Broward County it’s, that’s too close to Flamingo Road.  The light is too close to 

Flamingo Road. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  As I stated in our first meeting.  If you’ve been to Lauderhill and you start at Inverrary ‘til you 

get to the overpass of the turnpike, there’s 7 traffic signals within that short span.  That’s bad planning.  
So, you’re probably never gonna see one.  It’s gonna be very difficult. 

 
Councilwoman Uria:  That’s what I’m saying, They won’t put a traffic light here.  They won’t put a traffic 

light.  And that’s why it can be very simply fixed by going right out and left in.  Well, I mean, well 
Commissioner Alu said the developers need to pay.  I mean,…. 

 
Commissioner Wishner:  If you want to propose it, I mean it’s you City, you can do what you want, really. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I said if a study is done and it’s warrant a light, because you can’t force the County to put a 

light if there’s no warrant for it.  But I’m not gonna sit here and think I’m an engineer and say, well, right 
in, left out.  I’m not an expertise.  I’m a lawyer, I’m not an engineer.  So, I don’t know how to impact the 
flow of traffic by only U-turn 

 
Councilwoman Uria:  Our engineer has said that we could do that. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Ok.  Let’s move on. 
 
Mr. Moeller:  Mayor, let me kind of separate the two sections because I think the way that the City of Sunrise 

read the resolution from Plantation, there were two elements.  The one element went from the existing 
berm, 8th Street to NW 8th Street, north, essentially up to 136th or Panther Parkway.  That whole entire 
area both north and south of Sunrise Boulevard.  And on there, there was an observation that some of the 
underplantings, some of the shrubs that are there and some of the planting, it is missing.  It’s – over time 
it has not done well even though after Hurricane Wilma we planted what was live oaks, Mark?  some of 
the others.  We looked at that.  Actually the Mayor took me out there and drove with me up ad down that 
on Flamingo Road and I’ve been on Flamingo Road a lot, and we’ve agreed in principal to go ahead and 
the City was going to go out or will be going out with your staff, driving that portion of Flamingo Road, 
look to see what needs to be done, and then replace or take care of that, so we’ll do that, provide proper 
site plans.  Now we have the area from 8th Street south up to approximately 2nd, where Melaleuca existed 
before til Hurricane Wilma.  when the berm was originally built, that area was not done with the 
Melaleuca for whatever reason.  And so that’s the area that we’re talking about.  In earlier discussions we 
know there have been discussions about a wall to include that area as well as other areas and discussion 
we talked about the berm.  We’ve gone back and forth a number of different solutions.  As a mater of 
fact, I know that the City of Plantation’s has planted a hedge actually in that area, and some large 
portions of that area right up against Old Flamingo Road, I guess would be, is that what it is referred to? I 
apologize, I got that wrong.  And in the course there, we’ve gone back and forth, again Mr. Keefe goes 
ahead and provides some of that back and forth there.  Essentially, this is where we’ve ended up.  The 
question at staff’s level in our mind is this is an area that is approximately 2 miles probably in some areas 
more than 2 miles from either one of these developments.  The traffic data that we did look at but wasn’t 
on as part of the DRI, we did not identify significant impacts from traffic that would be resulting from 



Conflict Assessment Meeting February 9, 2009     26 

these developments.  So the idea of going to the developers and saying, hey, pay for a berm, that’s 
basically two miles away and where the traffic impacts aren’t shown, again, from the … we didn’t see 
that rational nexus, they were not real inclined to do that.  We had a hard time pointing to that.  We’ve 
gone back and forth to talk about a berm.  Our cost estimates originally were moderately higher than 
Plantation’s.  Your staff went back and has looked at couple of different revisions to that using a different 
approach, identifying both from different areas, etc. has in their estimates, brought down the costs 
significantly.  As we’ve gone back and forth to recognize, I think the Mayor indicated this at our prior 
meeting, this is landscaping and construction that would really in no way benefit residents in the City of 
Sunrise and the cost is significantly our costs with about $1.3.  I think earlier work by your City was 
$850,000/$900,000.  It is now down as Mr. Keefe indicated to $530,000.  One of our earlier theses was if 
the City of Plantation looks to construct it, we could look at the landscaping piece.  That’s gone back and 
forth.  That’s where that $430,000 came from that was not a number the City of Sunrise proposed as a 
number, it’s related to some analysis that was done.  The City came back and asked for an 85/15 split 
where the City of Sunrise would be 85 percent and Plantation would be 15.  Not surprisingly I looked at 
it and realized the benefit is really to the people in Plantation Acres.  The benefit is not to the City of 
Sunrise residents and back again to the question that was asked why would we expend those kinds of 
dollars to do that so we proposed the following, which is where our position was that you can see here, 
that the City of Sunrise would go ahead and provide some level of support for the construction of the 
berm to be 15 percent of the actual cost not to exceed $95,000.  And that, we believe, is…we think that’s 
appropriate.  Again it’s not something that benefits us.  I’ll just make this comment because I rode it 
today.  As I mentioned, the Mayor and I have driven up and down Flamingo Road a number of times.  
This is the first time today that I actually went back in that particular section of Plantation Acres and was 
on the east side of that.  That hedge that your staff put in there particularly where it looks like it was done 
in a couple of phases but particularly from 8th Street south is already bulky.  I mean it’s 10/12 feet.  It is 
quite significant. 

 
Councilwoman Uria:  That’s above our height.  We don’t allow anything……(laughter) 
 
Mr. Moeller:  I would tell you.  I was quite impressed with that and I thought actually I got to tell you, I thought 

that was a pretty good buffer there, that you had already done there.  So, I was ..I thought it was a pretty 
good buffer looking at that, recognizing what was just north of there, in the berm, where the berm was.  I 
though was pretty good buffer you’ve already got there.  But….. 

 
Mayor Wishner:  So on the table is our counter offer to be discussed.  
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Ok. And let me just say this you know as far as the berm is concerned, there is no question 

that it is a an important element to those that are close to it in Plantation, but its an important element for 
the community and the neighborhood of Plantation Acres as a whole.  If you’re looking at Plantation 
Acres.  But at the same time too, if you are one that uses Flamingo Road and 595 into the City of Sunrise, 
there’s a good deal to benefit in having that area reflect what you’re doing in the community in it’s 
totality.  And to continue that berm does have some benefit to the City of Sunrise, as well as to the 
residents in the City of Plantation because it is part of that entry into what we were creating there in that 
area.  So, I feel that that is something of unique value and to take that into consideration.  As far as the 
cost is concerned, you’re correct.  It started out as $1.3 million.  We looked at that and said there is no 
way, cause we had done estimates on it previously and actually tried to get it corrected and fixed after the 
hurricane with your previous manager who wouldn’t really allow us to partner with Sunrise and were to 
get it done for free at that time.  But with that said, we had a number that was in our mind that was the 
number to do that which we thought was somewhere around $800,000.  That number based on the work 
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that has been put into this by our joint engineering staff has been reduced down to $479,000.  If we can 
figure out a way to put that berm in place, put the landscaping in not at the tree sized of 30-foot level, but 
at 18 foot and place it so it will grow over a period of time, that is going to come in and it is going to 
match.  There’s several factors here that I want to point out to you.  And that is if we can do the project 
for anywhere near that number on Hiatus Road, the City of Sunrise is going to save for the cost of putting 
in the wall on Hiatus Road or at least half of it that is currently budgeted with Broward County because, 
again, the City of Plantation went and advocated for the County to pay for new walls along any new road 
that is being constructed in the County and they just passed that policy as of a few weeks ago.  So, you’ll 
get about $350 minimum back on doing that project.  We have an irrigation system that was put into 
landscape the area that you’re talking about seeing there now.  And that irrigation system can be made 
available so that you don’t have to pay the full cost on the irrigation system in order to be able to do that,  
and probably even off of this number, there’s another $30,000 that you’ll save up to do that.  So we’ve 
got a project that is manageable.  We’ve saved you some money on the wall that could be repositioned to 
go into that.  This Council had authorized a discussion point which we can continue this discussion from 
this point forward of a contribution of $100,000 or in that range to the project. And, I think we can make 
this happen.  And it is one of those things that I think which is mutually beneficial to both of our 
communities and it will take care of the problem that has been a problem for both of us for a significant 
period of time.  The price for fill is right there.  That number has been brought down from $645,000 to 
that number.   

 
Commissioner Alu:  What are we at now, $430,000 for the whole wall now.  The whole berm ? 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  The whole berm will be somewhere less than $479,000.  And our proposal that Plantation 

will put $100,000 into it and you would put $379,000 of the money you saved from the wall. 
 
Mr. Moeller: And again we’re putting this to a vote in a second here.  Is the design the same apart from …I 

know we have various preliminary numbers but the design that Plantation had, is that the same 
configuration as the current berm that’s there or is it a little….? 

 
Mr. Lubelski:  It’s a little bit different.  It’s a little bit less fill in terms of height.  I believe the height of the 

berm is about ½ foot smaller and I believe we’re using a different type of fill material.  There are some 
modifications with the irrigations system rather than putting in a new system, and there are smaller tree 
plantings there also.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  You know, my two cents is this.  Is that I think eventually it’s gonna have to be done no 

matter what.  I think that is ultimately where we have to be.  My biggest concern right now, not only for 
my City, but for yours as well is during these economic times, I think we’re all going to see significant 
reductions in revenues from ad valorem property taxes, as well as construction starts, as well as fees that 
people are paying, as well as our sharing of sales tax and gas tax money, and my biggest concern is that 
you’re not, and I caution our commission, is before we can really come to a solid agreement, you have, I 
believe, our word that we will certainly work towards getting this done.  I just think that this economic, 
this budget we’re going in to for both of us is going be significant.  And I cannot personally justify 
putting grass and dirt in the ground above services that are necessary on behalf of our residents.  I don’t 
think that we could ever face our residents and say that this was worth $380,000 right now versus that my 
gymnasium shuts down at 3:00 in the afternoon every Saturday and Sunday.  Some of my parks may not 
be able to be open for not only Sunrise residents but Plantation residents.  So I think the best, cause this is 
such a hard number.  This is probably the most expensive number we have, that I think this will need 
further discussion and that we need to talk about this as we seek through out budgets, but I also, you have 
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also, and that’s what I asked the City Manager to do, that is you have my word that I will meet with both 
of these projects and ask them if there’s something in-kind, again, that’s what I brought up at the last 
meeting.  I said let’s think outside the box.  Maybe you can find fill that’s somewhere out there, maybe 
we can find some fill from maybe these projects that we’re talking about here.  They may have excess 
fill.  Let’s work with them to try to get some in-kind services, maybe, actually the cost of actually doing 
the work maybe they can provide while they’re out there doing this project, they can send their 
equipment over there and do this.  So I think this is a good discussion point but right now I think it would 
be difficult for all of us to agree to come up with this kind of money in light of the fact of the economic 
crisis that we’re all facing and we will face, I believe, through the year 2009 in our budget. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  I’m in agreement with you too, Roger.  I’ll give my word that I’m committed to it also.  I 

drive Flamingo every day. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  I live….I come out every day…. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  I think, again, the money that was there previously that was in you budget, 600 and some 

thousand of which you saved at least half of it and maybe the whole $600,000 does provide you with a….  
 
Commissioner Alu:  How about the wall on Hiatus that we probably already spent on something else.   
 
Mayor Armstrong:  That’s right.  That could be redirected and if we can continue to have…….. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  We will consider that, absolutely, yes.  
 
Mayor Armstrong:   that, ok, if you will consider that and we can continue to have that discussion because this 

is something that if we can get to and if certainly we all share the sensitivity to how do you prioritize in 
these tough times, there is no question about that, but if we can do it on the basis of using those funds 
which have already been allocated and provided and also then to look at other opportunities.  We have 
brought…..  If we can do this project quickly, and that’s the other thing that you’ve got to recognize that 
savings on the bill from $675 to the 4124 will be out there, Brett, for maybe how long? 

 
Mr. Butler:  The price….I can only commit to that for 30 days.  But practically it will probably last…. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  I like the idea of in-kind.  Thinking outside the box. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  We’re gonna have so much fill left over.  We’ll have plenty and maybe the price of fill will go 

down eventually. 
 
Commissioner Alu:  You’re not gonna see this project on line for years and years to come and I know the 

people from Plantation Acres have been wanting this berm irregardless of these two projects and we’re 
gonna probably come to you and get those … 

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  Well, years ago they didn’t want the berm.  Many years ago, they did not want that 

berm.  When we offered to do it years, like 10 or 15 years ago, they did not want it.  
 
Mayor Armstrong:  That’s cause the Melaleuca trees ….We do, and that’s why I said with in-kind there’s a 

significant amount of dollars associated with the irrigation system that has been put in place. 
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Commissioner Alu:  Well Roger, you’re gonna meet with the developers and see what they have to say about 

what possibly…… 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Ok, and last but not least… 
 
Councilman Fadgen:  Could I just make a comment?  Thank you, Mayor.  I guess the original split was 85/15 

and then it switched to 15/85 and I guess to coin a phrase, I was shocked but the maintenance on it was 
suggested at 50/50 so certainly half would be good on the cost also. 

 
Commissioner Alu:  I think a 50/50 is fair.  But that’s all I agree to so I could probably be excused from this 

point on. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  We’re gonna definitely continue to work thin and try to it bring back to the agenda.   
 
Commissioner Alu:  (inaudible) but that’s all I agree to, so I can probably be excused from this point on. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  The last item I think that the Commission, I think that we…you understand where we’re 

coming from and so we will agree, I believe, in principle, that when there is a project that is within the, I 
guess, how do we want to focus on distance wise.  Do we want to talk about just Flamingo Road or do 
you want to talk about, do you want to go further in?   

 
Mr. Moeller:  There were two things we were doing.  One was anything north of Broward and west of Hiatus, 

that anything of significant development, that’s defined in your actually the language it originally came 
from your staff mostly and we said anything significant development, we’ll engage you kind of right up 
front with what we’re talking about.  And then in addition to that, anything within a quarter mile of 
Flamingo Road that hits a certain height, we will also engage you so, because that may not rise to a DRI 
or MCD.  The only thing within a quarter mile of Flamingo Road that fits a certain height we will submit 
and engage you, as well.  Those were the two triggers for lack of a better term. 

 
Mr. Lunny:  I’m trying to understand, what, sir, is on in terms of my notes, what is on the table with respect to 

the berm because I think that what you were saying and what I was hearing the Council say might be two 
different things.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  I think the way that we, I believe, what we’ve agreed to is that it’s number one, it’s a topic of 

discussion and will continue on from this point forward and on a regular basis, No 1. cause I think we 
agreed that we want to get it done, you want it for your records.  And we have no problem with that.  The 
issue is how are we going to somehow, and I will meet with both representatives as well as with the 
principals of these two companies to try to see what I can do as far as getting some in-kind out of them, 
services or materials to bring the price down so both cities will not have to dig deep into their budgets or 
their reserves to pay for this project.  That’s pretty much where we’re at.  We’re gonna start immediately 
talking. 

 
Mr. Lunny:  Ok.  so there’s no relative commitment of cost sharing. 
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Mayor Wishner:  No, I think we need to come back, each Commission on that, because it’s, right now, it’s like 

taking a poll.  We don’t know in the end what those costs are gonna be.  We could significantly bring 
them down through labor participation or to material participation on their behalf.  

 
Unidentified Speaker:  But whatever there is, it’s 50/50 is what the consensus is.  
 
Commissioner Alu:  That’s what I think is fair.  
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Alright.  Well, if we can agree that we will look at these numbers, try to come up with 

something in that range of 50/50 but that it be done within a three-month period of time so that we have 
some understanding as to a timing, project costs, whether there is the ability to be able to get it done in 
short term instead of long term and bring that back to each Council. 

 
Commissioner Scuotto:  I think that’s fine.   
 
Mayor Wishner:  And the reason I say this is because remember, these two projects still have steps to go 

through.  Tomorrow, the County Commission will be reviewing it and we hope that we’re in agreement 
that we will all speak that we’re working together with the team your working that these projects should 
move forward.  (2)  Once they get through those hurdles and then obviously get the financing in place, 
that’s when we can actually now I can say to them listen this is what we need or we can get an agreement 
that once you reach a certain threshold, that this is what we’ve agreed to participate with and this is when 
it will kick in at that moment.  But certainly within three months, I think we can have something.  And if 
not, we’ll just be talking more. 

 
Mr. Keefe:  Can we then go forward on a staff level as far as discussions without doing mediation? 
 
Mr. Lunny:  That’s up to the Commission of Sunrise and Council of Plantation. 
 
Mr. Scuotto:  As long as your staff is willing to work with ours, then… 
 
Mayor Wishner:  The ball’s in your court.  It’s up to you guys to decide whether or not…. 
 
Councilman Levy:  I, for one, believe we can. 
 
Councilman Fadgen:  I think there is good faith… 
 
Councilwoman Alu:  Are we agreeing to take over wastewater. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  We’ll work on that.  We can work on financing for the berm.  We can work with you on 

the financing and timeframe for the utility. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic:  Are you going to do it in a timely manner, though, Roger? 
 
Commissioner Scuotto: So, the wastewater, the berm, and then whatever issues that they had with the traffic.  If 

there’s something that the County wants to do with a right-in/right-out and we support that, we have no 
problem supporting that.  That’s in their City.  And if that’s in the best interest of the residents, so you 
don’t have the traffic accidents, I mean, I support that, I mean that’s not a….. 
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Commissioner Alu:  And if there’s any high density building that somehow pop up, which I don’t know 

anything about on the west side of Flamingo, we come to them.  Because there is nothing. Well if there 
is, then we need to have a dialogue because it does impact the people living in Plantation Acres. 

 
Councilwoman Uria:  That could change. 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic:  Will you discuss that with the developers in a timely manner with the berm? 
 
Mayor Wishner:  As soon as I can fit it into my calendar, I promise you I will be in communications as I did 

with them on pretty much a regular basis with your Mayor.  We’ve been having pretty much every other 
day conversations over the issues on your behalf.  She’s doing a wonderful job, by the way.  Keep her. 

 
Mr. Lunny :  Would the City Commission of Sunrise be willing to… 
 
Commissioner Scuotto:  Ride horses, yeah, why not.  You know, I don’t mind.  I’ll be out here.  Invite me out 

here.  I just don’t have boots.  Maybe somebody’s got a size 11. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Joey likes riding horses.  
 
Mr. Lunny:   I think your commission is scheduled to consider these two projects again in February, late 

February 23, I think.   
  
Councilwoman Alu:  Tomorrow night. 
 
Mr. Lunny:  Tomorrow night?  Is that the final approval? 
 
Mayor Wishner:  I believe it is, yes it is. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Councilman Fadgen. 
 
Councilman Fadgen:  Yes, I’m in agreement. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Thank you.  I fee like I’m in dodge ball world…. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  All right.  So we will continue between us to see if we can get this finalized down to a very 

specific resolution and bring it back to both Councils for any further discussion.  If you will ask Mr. 
Moeller every week.  ……. on track, anything we haven’t done and we will do the same thing with Mr. 
Keefe because they have been assigned to kind of work these numbers and keep us informed on both 
sides.  And, as soon as we can get to a point of saying Ok, we’ve got these numbers on the berm, we’re 
ready to go, we’ve got the numbers.  You’re gonna take care of the warrant on the light… 

 
Commissioner Alu:  Maybe we’ll all get together and do the berm together, both cities.  The Commission. 
 
Commissioner Scuotto::  Public Works may not be busy, they may have some spare time. 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Is there any other comments or any other points? 
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Mr. Lunny:  I think in order …. 
 
Councilman Levy:  No, I was going to say, since the County Commission is looking for answers tomorrow, do 

we have a representative from our City to go there to say that everything is working together? 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Counsel Lunny and I have planned to go.   
 
Councilman Levy:  Ok, thank you.   
 
Mr. Lunny:  I think its ..I think that we would feel more comfortable if tomorrow evening you all would 

consider as part of your evaluation of these two projects, stating at the meeting and on the record so to 
speak, that we are engaging these discussions and that there may be impacts that these projects might be 
requested to shoulder, so that we’re not in a position where you’ve made certain approvals without 
stating that and then we find out later they’re unwilling to contribute as you hoped they would be.   

 
Mayor Wishner:  Mr. Lubelski, tomorrow night is just the transmittal approval for the project, it’s not site plan, 

it’s none of that stuff.   
 
Mr. Lubelski:  Yeah, there’s other development approvals after 
 
Mayor Wishner:  There’s a lot more that they’re gonna be coming full force.  So we’re… 
 
Mr. Lunny:  Isn’t it the adoption hearing, though, land use plan and the approval of the development order for 

the substantial deviations? 
 
Mr. Lubelski:  That is correct.  You have the land use plan amendment, and the DRI.  
 
Mr. Lunny:  So, in essence, Ok, so it’s not just a transmittal hearing. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  I understand that, but I have no problem and as a matter of fact, I’ll try to reach out tomorrow 

morning when I’m downtown with both representatives, or tonight.  Maybe they’ll take me out for a coke 
or maybe an ice cream sundae, and we can  

 
Councilwoman Bendekovic:  Just as long as it’s not over $100. 
 
Mayor Wishner:  Cause I’d pick up the tab for everybody in the restaurant. I’m just kidding.  So, yeah, let me 

talk to them tomorrow then and work tonight.  Maybe I can spend a few minutes with them and then I ..if 
that’s the case and they have no problem,  I just don’t want ..I’m not going to put anything out there that 
could potentially derail this project moving forward.  This is significant to the City of Sunrise and its 
residents as any project is today.  So, and that’s what I said at the last County Commission meeting.  
We’re up there trying to stimulate the economy but we’re down here trying to slow down development, 
and I think none of us should be in that position.  This is the time when we should be encouraging and 
look at these projects and move them as quickly through the process so that we can put people to work 
temporarily and then put them to work permanently in these places.   
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Mr. Lunny:  It avoids you seeing me more often.  That’s all. (laughter) 
 
Mayor Wishner:  What makes you think I don’t like you? (laughter) 
 
Mayor Armstrong:  Ok. Thank you very much. 
 
Adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
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