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The meeting was called to order by Councilman Petrocelli, President of the City Council.   
 
1. Roll call by the City Clerk: 

Councilmember:  Diane Veltri Bendekovic 
    Jerry Fadgen 
    Robert A. Levy 
    Rico Petrocelli 
    Sharon Moody Uria 

 Mayor:   Rae Carole Armstrong 
 City Attorney:  Donald J. Lunny, Jr. 
  
* * * * * 
 
2. The invocation was offered by Councilman Fadgen. 
 
 The Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
 
 There were no minutes to be approved. 
 
* * * * * 
 
ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE MAYOR 
 
Mayor Armstrong presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Brittany Giammalvo for her “Twice as Nice” 
Community Service Project.   
 
The Certificate was accepted by Brittany Giammalvo.  
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong read a Proclamation designating January as Broward County Diversity and Inclusive 
Community Month in the City of Plantation. 
 
The Proclamation was accepted by Linda Houston Jones, Treasurer of the Broward County Diversity Advisory 
Counsel.   
 
Congratulations were offered. 
 
* * * * * 

 
MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

PLANTATION, FLORIDA 
 

JANUARY 21, 2009 
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Mayor Armstrong noted the Plantation Association of Clergy held another Martin Luther King Day celebration 
in the City of Plantation on Monday, January 19, 2009, which was well attended.  Dr. Smiley from Nova 
Southeastern University was the guest speaker.  Mayor Armstrong expressed appreciation to the Plantation 
Clergy for their participation and involvement in bringing these types of events and programs to the community. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Christmas trees will be picked up curbside on Friday, January 23, 2009.  The final pick up will be on Friday, 
January 30, 2009.  Trees may also be dropped off anytime at Public Works, 750 NW 91st Avenue. 
 
* * * * * 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
Items No. 14 and 15 were withdrawn from the agenda. 
 
Mr. Lunny read tonight’s Consent Agenda. 
 
3. Approve renewal of City’s Boiler and Machinery Policy with The Hartford for $29,168.80. 
 
4. Approve renewal of the City’s Accidental Death and Dismemberment policy with The Hartford Accident 

and Indemnity Company for $28,578. 
 
5. Approve purchase of ongoing maintenance from Insight Public Safety for $28,213 for one year. 
 
 Resolution No. 10464 
6. RESOLUTION for the appointment of a Building Department Customer Service Manager for the City 

of Plantation’s Building Department. (Grajales) 
 
 Resolution No. 10465 
7. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 6220 SW 3 St. 

(Barcenas) 
 
 Resolution No. 10466 
8. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 850 NW 81 Terrace. 

(Allen) 
 
 Resolution No. 10467 
9. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 850 NW 99 Ave. 

(Diaz) 
 
 Resolution No. 10468 
10. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 1800 SW 53 Ave. 

(Harris) 
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 Resolution No. 10469 
11. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 10171 NW 5 St. 

(Nieberg) 
 
 Resolution No. 10470 
12. RESOLUTION confirming a Plantation City Lien of Utilities Service Charges for 4350 W Broward 

Blvd. (Marjay Gas Station, Inc.) 
 
 Resolution No. 10471 
13. RESOLUTION providing for the cancellation of certain City Council meetings during Calendar year 

2009. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, to approve tonight’s Consent Agenda as 
read.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:  Uria, Bendekovic, Fadgen, Levy, Petrocelli 
 Nays:  None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Petrocelli introduced Boy Scout Troop #406, Plantation, Florida.  Pamela Norwood, Chaplain, 
advised they are chartered by First Church West in Plantation and they are working on their Citizenship in the 
Community Merit Badge. 
 
* * * * * 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS  
 
 Resolution No. 10472 
16. RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF PLANTATION, FLORIDA, TO SUPPORT THE PLANTATION 

MIDTOWN PARK AND RIDE FEASIBILITY STUDY SUBMITTED BY JACOBS CARTER 
BURGESS DATED JANUARY 2009 

 
A memorandum dated January 14, 2009 to Mayor and Members of City Council from Laurence Leeds, 
Director of Planning, Zoning and Economic Development, follows: 
 
The final draft of the Park-and-Ride Feasibility Study has been provided, less technical appendices, which are 
available on request.  In February 2008, the City Council authorized Jacobs and Associates to prepare the study, 
which is funded entirely by a grant from the Florida Department of Transportation.    
 
Please note the study is prepared and formatted to support FDOT funding to construct the park-and-ride facility 
at the selected location.   Jacobs and Associates will make a presentation at the January 21, 2009 City Council 
meeting.  An executive summary is provided at the beginning of the report. 
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Midtown Advisory Board Recommendation 
 
The Board recommended proceeding with the investigation of the purchase of the site and the study of the 
parking, in support of the futuristic possibility of enhanced parking for the Midtown District, for the park and 
ride facility, and future parking garage expansion. 
 
PZED Recommendation 
 
Approval of the Park-and-Ride Feasibility Study. 

__________ 
 
Mayor Armstrong advised this study was funded through FDOT in totality.  It is part of the City’s commitment 
to provide connectivity for transit through and around the perimeter to services planned for I-595 and the 
Broward County Transit Terminal for the Midtown Plan as it develops over a period of time.  She noted they 
require Council’s acceptance of the report to move forward and get the funding reimbursed from FDOT.  She 
also requested Council’s thoughts and comments as they relate to the prospect of being able to move forward and 
develop a park-and-ride facility in the future. 
 
Jill Quigley, Brett Nein, and Joe Yesbeck, with Jacobs Carter Burgess, narrated a PowerPoint presentation which 
reviewed some of the elements of the Conceptual Master Plan that formed the basis for this study, reviewed the 
purpose of the study, discussed the results of their parking needs analysis, reviewed the site selection process, 
presented the conceptual site designs, and discussed probable cost estimates and potential funding sources.  The 
discussion ended with an identification of the next steps.  The report is available for review at the City Clerk’s 
Office. 
 
Their recommendation was to move forward with Concept #2 since it provides more surface parking in the short 
term, to be used as overflow for the Pine Island Park or other area events.  It also allows an easier transition into 
a parking structure as the goals of the conceptual plan are achieved.  Once a decision is made, they suggested 
revising the cost estimates, with detailed construction plans to provide a better idea of what it would cost.  Once 
again, they can investigate the potential funding sources.  Ms. Quigley further suggested a parking demand study 
to identify areas where there is excess surface parking that can be used to accommodate new development.  She 
also recommended establishing parking districts, perhaps smaller areas in Midtown where parking policies could 
be enforced.  She advised she would require a new development to participate in the buy-down rather than 
making it an option. 
 
Mayor Armstrong stated that this is a vision for the future.  The property acquisition is separate but it does 
represent an opportunity for multiple things looking forward.  When the Midtown Development District 
Advisory Board looked at the study, they recommended the City continue to pursue it.  Because of the economy, 
it seems the conversation it is slightly out kilter at this time.  However, she felt it is important to recognize that 
the City put in place a very clear vision for the Midtown Development District but it will have to be put together 
a little more slowly than originally anticipated.  The City still has a responsibility to identify those elements that 
can be moved forward and to do it on a consistent forward-moving basis.  This park-and-ride is part of a bigger 
picture which will come in place as transit is provided on I-595.  She observed that eventually the trolleys will be 
back in place and this is part of the program.  She recommended moving forward, getting this study positioned 
on the MPO unfunded priority list which is the first step in qualifying for funding in the future. 
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The location of the property serves multiple purposes for the City, not only for transit but the support for the park 
that is next door which has parking difficulties at this time and whenever it is utilized to its maximum for special 
events.  She encouraged Council to accept the study and concept, and to move forward to get it on the priority 
list for the MPO.  She suggested they continue to monitor and work in a direction towards this inclusion. 
 
In response to Councilman Fadgen, Ms. Quigley advised the number of possible sites was narrowed to 27.  
Mayor Armstrong indicated that if this property were already developed, the second site would probably have 
been one of the parcels on the Broward Mall property.  When the conceptual plan was done, there was an 
extensive discussion with the designers at that time about the need for a facility of this type somewhere in the 
Central District in order to incentivize the development on the areas that are currently surface parking.  There 
was also a conversation about the prospect of moving the Fire Station to a location that would be internal to a 
parking facility on the Broward Mall parking lot.  As this moves forward, if one door closes, another one will be 
explored to try to create a vehicle in the middle of the District, which is the most appropriate location.  The study 
is transferable to another location.  There is a cross-use with the park.   
 
Ms. Quigley advised this would be centralized parking that would attract people into the center of Midtown and 
to uses around it that they could get to on the trolley.  She noted it would not only be used by residents that live 
in Midtown, but also people who are coming from outside of Midtown to the destinations within Midtown. 
 
Mr. Leeds explained this is a multi-modal transportation facility because it involves transit, pedestrians, a 
parking structure, and possible retail.  It is also the type of facility that FDOT is looking to fund, not only in this 
part of the County but in other parts.  The City is just trying to get on a priority list. 
 
Mayor Armstrong indicated they also wanted to recognize this project as completed at this time in order to be 
reimbursed for the funding from FDOT.  She explained the City might be able to get on the list quickly but 
getting funded through the list might be more difficult. 
 
In response to Councilwoman Uria regarding reimbursement, Mr. Leeds advised that once the City accepts and 
approves the study this evening, it gets funded for the study.  However, the City must get on the list first to 
qualify for different sources of FDOT funds.  Once they get on the list, the objective is to move up on the list to 
become a higher priority.  The priority list is evaluated by the Florida Department of Transportation in terms of 
what projects they are looking for in terms of meeting their demands and their needs.  They are very interested in 
multi-modal transportation and realize the concept of widening roads, with the exception of I-595, is over.  They 
are now looking at alternatives.  With this report, the City wants to convince them that this is worthy of funding 
and that this will get cars off the road and make more efficient use of the transportation network in this City and 
in Midtown.  He advised he is authorized to submit a request and then he works with the Metropolitan Planning 
Organization to get moved on the list based on working with FDOT to convince them this is a good project.  He 
noted the City does not have to own the property to make the request to get on the list.  The City also has some 
flexibility with regard to site location.   
 
In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Leeds clarified that the main objective now is to obtain 
construction funds, but they could include purchase funds.  However, at this time, he would not be optimistic but 
would be going for construction money.  He felt they must get on the list now rather than wait until they 
purchase the property because they will lose valuable time. 
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Councilwoman Bendekovic indicated that if she voted to move forward with this project tonight, it would not 
necessarily mean that she agreed with the purchase of the property. 
 
Mayor Armstrong explained this is a matter of being able to identify conceptually the demand, the need and 
utilization for a park-and-ride facility in the center of Midtown for multiple purposes because of where it is and 
where it is located.  If one property is not available, they would hope another property would be available.  She 
noted that much of the funding they have received through FDOT and through the enhancement programs for the 
multi-use recreational trails, and some of the funds that have been identified for the east-west Greenway and 
redevelopment dollars have been identified through the MPO priority funding list. 
 
In response to Councilman Petrocelli, Ms. Quigley indicated that if the City follows some of their 
recommendations and implements some parking policies, they will not have a choice but to go to one of the 
parking facilities.  If the facility is not where they are, they will have to take the trolley to get to their location. 
 
Councilman Petrocelli opened discussion to the general public. 
 
Warren Meddoff commended the Mayor and staff for the movement towards modern sustainable design in urban 
planning.  He advised in the last 30 days, a new source of funding has become available for this type of project.  
It is part of a modern urban sustainable development.  The Obama administration has placed this type of project 
as one of its top priorities for the movement of funds into the economy to help in redevelopment and to move the 
economy back into a healthy position.  There will be $300 billion minimum for projects of this type.  It was his 
view it would be in the best interest of future planning of the City along with sustainable urban development that 
the City fast-track this, moving it forward as rapidly as possible so that the City can take advantage of funds for 
this type of project.  The funds are coming from the Department of Transportation. 
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilman Levy, that Resolution No. 10472 be approved and 
adopted.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:  Uria, Bendekovic, Fadgen, Levy, Petrocelli 
 Nays:  None 
 
* * * * * 
 
17. DISCUSSION OF THE PAL AUDIT REPORT. 
 
A memorandum dated January 16, 2009 to Mayor and Members of City Council from Daniel W. Keefe, 
Assistant to the Mayor; Gloria LeClaire, Assistant Finance Director; and Priscilla Richards, Grant and 
Resource Development Manager, follows: 
 
The final PAL Financial Statements and Independent Auditor’s Report for the Year Ended June 30, 2008 and 
agreed upon Procedures Report submitted by Charles Nichols were provided.  The audit report was reviewed by 
the Administration and representatives of PAL on Monday, December 15, 2008 and Mr. Nichols completed his 
final report on December 19, 2008.  The copies of the final report were submitted to the City on January 5, 2009. 
 
Based on the audit report and the findings contained therein, the Audit Review Committee recommends the 
following: 
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1. PAL conduct an annual audit each fiscal year (July 1 – June 30). 
2. PAL consider hiring a full charge bookkeeper to handle the day-to-day accounting for PAL. 
3. PAL develop a set of financial and operational policies and procedures to follow in order to maintain 

proper financial controls in the areas outlined by the auditor in his findings. 
4. PAL should submit a report to the City within 60 days of the receipt of the audit regarding progress 

addressing the findings listed in the audit report. 
 
We would like to thank Mr. Nichols for his thorough and professional audit report and the various board 
members from PAL for their cooperation with Mr. Nichols in providing the financial information required to 
compile the audit. 
 
This item will be placed on the January 21, 2009 Council agenda for discussion.  Copies of the audit have 
previously been distributed to City Council.  Please contact me if you need another copy of the audit. 
 
Please contact Dan Keefe if you have any questions or concerns. 

__________ 
 
Mayor Armstrong provided a brief framework for this discussion and expressed appreciation to Chuck Nichols 
who did the audit.  She also thanked Dan Keefe, Priscilla Richards, and Gloria LeClaire who formed the audit 
committee, and Paul Schneider, PAL’s Accountant.   
 
Mayor Armstrong indicated that the audit was requested for multiple reasons, in part, because the City had not 
had financial reports and tax returns provided to them in a timely manner as was required.  It was also the result 
of a significant number of questions that were being asked from different resources and venues as they related to 
the financial management in PAL.  They collectively recognized the very best thing that could be done would be 
to gather some facts and information on which to build a platform for a conversation, and for PAL to be able to 
look at their financial matters and make some determination as to where and if there needed to be some policy 
changes. The audit result was sent out to the Board members of PAL.  Within the context of the audit, there were 
a number of deficiencies that were recognized, all of which can be procedurally identified and specifically 
corrected.  In going through this process, it was noted there is a definitive need for PAL to have a full-time 
bookkeeper.   
 
Evan Krakower, Paul Schneider and Dan Petrovich were present for PAL. 
 
Mr. Krakower referenced a letter dated January 9, 2008 from the City to PAL and indicated the following should 
have been included:  “PAL stated that PAL had no interest in sharing the cost of the audit because the contract 
with the City puts that burden on the City.  In addition, he commented that an authorization of $12,500 for the 
audit by PAL was actually for audit expenses.  It cost PAL $7,500 to file the audit. 
 
Mr. Krakower read the following letter into the record: 
 
A memorandum dated January 21, 2009 to Mayor Armstrong, Members of the City Council, City 
Attorney, and City Staff, from Evan Krakower, President of the Plantation Athletic League, follows: 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to address you and the citizens of Plantation. 
 
We are pleased that the City of Plantation’s mandated Audit of PAL’s financial books and records is complete 
and your selected auditor has vindicated the hardworking, trustworthy, army of volunteers who make up PAL. 
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We at PAL acknowledge the findings of the audit and have established the goal to address those procedural 
comments and recommendations.  Indeed to assist us, we hereby will formally request the City provide PAL 
with a copy of the City’s financial policies and procedures in order that PAL may consider them as a guideline 
for future PAL financial procedures. 
 
In that regard, the Assistant to the Mayor’s cover letter attached to the PAL audit report will be directly 
addressed by Dan Petrovich.  In addition to the foregoing, we will present to the City for the public record, 
PAL’s comments. 
 
As anticipated, the audit confirmed no financial malfeasance or misappropriation of funds by PAL.  However, 
we are concerned with the method by which the audit was requested and hope the City, through the Mayor’s 
office, will refrain from allowing unfounded allegations to be disseminated without prior investigation, which in 
this case tarnished both the City’s and PAL’s image unnecessarily. 
 
A formal request for a contractually required audit under the City contract with PAL would have accomplished 
the goals of financial transparency.  This request would not necessitate a lengthy letter including unfounded 
allegations.  And though the audit was productive as to recommending the modification of PAL procedures, if 
the City would have complied with the PAL contract and notified PAL in writing of the concerns of PAL 
members, those concerns may have been addressed without the expenditure of $15,000 of taxpayers’ funds. 
 
In all likelihood, a simple financial review would have ascertained there was no misappropriation of funds as the 
audit verified.  So we are clear, the contract provides for the City to have an audit and also requires inquiries to 
be directed to PAL, which was not followed in the instant matter.  The PAL’s out-of-pocket expense for the audit 
would have gone a long way in providing necessary equipment and other sport related expenditures.  Discretion 
and communication could have saved significant funds, all of which could have been better spent by the City and 
PAL for our children’s benefit. 
 
I specifically request this letter, our comments to the Assistant to the Mayor’s cover letter, be included in the 
official minutes of this meeting.  Do I have that consent? 
 
I, therefore, present same to the City Clerk, City of Plantation, for the inclusion of same into the minutes of the 
meeting. 

__________ 
 
Dan Petrovich commented on Mr. Keefe’s cover memo, noting that PAL will continue to review and modify its 
policies and procedures to meet the needs of the community.  The recent audit was another step in the process of 
continuous improvement for the league.  In response to the four points addressed by the Audit Review 
Committee, PAL has the fullest intention of working with the City with the following recommendations: 
 
 1. The City may conduct an annual audit, or a less expensive review, each fiscal year (July 1- June 

 30) at their expense per the agreement with PAL. 
 2. PAL has hired a bookkeeper to handle the day-to-day accounting. 
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 3. PAL will continue to develop and refine a set of financial and operational policies and procedures 
 in order to maintain proper financial controls in the areas outlined by the auditor in his findings. 

 4. PAL will submit a report to the City, within 90 days from the receipt of the audit, regarding 
 progress addressing the findings listed in the audit report. 

 
In regard to items 3 and 4, PAL has already started the process.  PAL will report back to the City and Council on 
their progress in these areas in 90 days.  Mr. Petrovich advised he is not always available because he is out of the 
county quite a bit.  He advised PAL looks forward to a continued evolving relationship in the City, meeting the 
needs of the community, and they aspire to maintaining the highest standard of responsibility, morals, ethics and 
transparency in its relationship with the City, Council and community at large. 
 
Mayor Armstrong responded to Mr. Krakower, noting there was an expectation that this was going to be a 
partnership, that it was shared, and that the funds were offered in order to be able to support that audit.  It was 
also very clear that when it did not materialize, that it was still important enough for this City and the PAL 
Organization in partnership to create a crystal clear understanding as to what the financial situation was with 
PAL because of the questions that were on the table.  She underscored she never defined them as malfeasance.  
There are a number of things within the report that still have not been answered because of the timeframe on the 
audit and the position for oversight within that given timeframe.  The items that were identified in the letter, the 
$220,000 that was stated as undesignated funds, have now been designated somewhere, but the City still does 
not really know exactly where or how that was done.  They were simply allocated.  The questions that were 
raised and the opportunities for everyone to be very clear about what is happening within the financial 
management of the organization so there is an opportunity to identify and make changes and correction where 
they need to be made is the most important thing that the City needed to share.  In the process of doing that, air 
has been cleared because the City knows where, why and how those expenditures were made.  It is about a fine 
organization and one to which she is really committed.  She wanted to be sure as they proceed forward that they 
create a crystal clear understanding of the facts, accept them, and move forward.  The contract has been 
complied with 100 percent.  There is nothing in that says the City can not or should not provide for an audit.  In 
fact, the City has a fiduciary responsibility to do so when questions are raised.  To the point of making a contact 
with PAL, Mayor Armstrong noted she made a contact with the previous President and both agreed that an audit 
was appropriate and they move forward accordingly.  A courtesy contact was made.  She advised she is 
frustrated and distressed that Mr. Krakower is directing the attention at the City Administration and the person 
who moved forward to authorize the audit.  This is not an individual thing but something that the City and PAL 
needed to do in order to clear the air and move forward. 
 
The Parks and Recreation Department has offered through one of the associations to work with PAL in 
identifying financial policies and procedures and the City Parks and Recreation Department has offered through 
one of the associates to work with PAL indentifying financial policies and procedures that are appropriate to 
recreational type programs.  She was hopeful that in moving forward, they will take advantage of them.  
 
Mr. Krakower reiterated that PAL did not have a problem with the audit but they want Mayor Armstrong to 
work with them. 
 
Mayor Armstrong emphasized she has always been available. 
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Councilwoman Bendekovic advised she has supported PAL longer than most people in Council Chambers.  She 
applauded all those who volunteered thousands of hours of their time to PAL and the sponsors who have 
supported the program throughout the years.  She observed that PAL and Plantation have a symbiotic 
relationship and they need each other to thrive.  Both must have the standards set high.  The audit was the first 
step in addressing the concerns.  It revealed 14 significant deficiencies in policy and procedure which should 
have been in place.  She wondered how many less significant deficiencies exist which have not been stated in the 
report and, if there is a possibility that some of the deficiencies might place PAL in jeopardy of their non-profit 
status with the IRS.  These deficiencies should never have existed if the keepers of the gate had executed 
booking procedures properly.  She felt the statement regarding no misappropriation funds was incorrect, because 
the purpose of this audit was not to follow money trails.  Only a forensic audit could have provided such 
information.  As indicated in the PAL contract, the City was entitled to request an audit as long as due notice was 
given.  She urged PAL to complete all the audit’s recommendations and have them in place within 90 days.  
Hiring procedures for a bookkeeper should be in place.  A bookkeeper should be hired with no conflict of 
interest.  An application period should be created and the applicants should be reviewed by the PAL Board of 
Commissioners and the City, with the PAL Board of Commissioners making the final decision on the selection.  
She noted the deficiencies occurred under the watch of the present executive board and those who have served 
on the executive board during the 2007-2008 time period.  PAL’s credibility should be above reproach.  Due to 
the unique and unusual circumstances, she requested PAL bylaws to be revised for electing an executive board.  
She wants every interested party to have the opportunity to apply for those positions.  If the PAL Board of 
Commissioner needs assistance in this matter, the City’s assistance is there for the taking.  The final vote would 
be with the PAL leadership within 90 days.  She emphasized she does not want the City to take over PAL 
because this is a partnership.  She indicated she will rely on the integrity of the Board of Commissioners to do 
the right thing.  Unfortunately, deficiencies were identified with accounting procedures of a $1 million budget.  
She commented the buck has to stop with the executive board that has the responsibility to oversee accounting 
matters.  Accountability is the key to credibility.  If her recommendations are accepted, she advised she has the 
confidence that the PAL Board of Commissioners will rise to the challenges.  She felt it is owed to all the PAL 
participants, volunteers, sponsors and especially the youth to insist on a blemish-free bookkeeping system with 
safeguards in place.  PAL and the residents of Plantation deserve it.  She advised the audit report was for one 
year.   
 
Mr. Krakower commented on the deficiencies and noted his organization for years has given out gift cards to 
City employees.  The auditor brought to his attention that it is against Sunshine Laws in the State for them to 
thank groundskeepers and all the hardworking people in the Parks and Recreation Department.  
 
Discussion continued with regard to the fact that 37 percent of the gift cards are not accounted for. 
 
Paul Schneider explained this organization has blossomed to a major business.  The first thing mentioned in the 
14 points was that Mr. Bush had stamp authority on checks.  Mr. Schneider advised he would not sign the 
checks.  They were prepared by his office and distributed accordingly.  He indicated the 22 points that were part 
of this whole process went back 5 years.  Most of what occurred during that time was insignificant in a program 
like this.  In his view, it did not appear anyone took money or benefited by themselves over the entire period of 
time.  The audit was great.  The only complaint was how it began.  He advised things are improving and the 
records are now totally up to date.  He mentioned a break-in at his office and the fact that they had to reconstruct 
the records.  Both sides of the discrepancy were on the Balance Sheet and eventually all reconciled.   
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In response to Councilwoman Bendekovic, Mr. Schneider advised he took over half-way during the year.  
During the whole year, from the time he took over until the end, the deficiencies had been cleared up.  The audit 
was requested in May of last year and they were already improving things during that time.  The auditor 
provided great guidance.  He noted most of the time he spent was going back, answering the 22 questions that 
spanned the last five years.   
 
Discussion continued with regard to paying referees who will only accept cash.  Mr. Krakower explained the 14 
cities involved with the AYFL are subject to the ongoing contract which requires the referees to be paid in cash.  
This is not a PAL decision.   
 
Mr. Petrovich took personal offense at the earlier comments by Councilwoman Bendekovic.  He advised he was 
asked to step up to become the baseball commissioner to help make improvements in the program.  He was then 
asked to fill the role as recording director because of his 14 years of experience with the Airline Pilots 
Association Board of Directors, constitutional by-laws, and policies and procedures, as well as to help rewrite 
manuals and policies and procedures.  The process started less than a year ago, well before the audit began. 
 
Councilman Fadgen felt the report clears the air.  It was his belief audits make organizations stronger.  While 
some of the items in the report might be embarrassing and sloppy, it was his belief there was no guilt specified.  
He also believed Mr. Nichols did a good job in pulling together his report, bringing up the exception that he 
discovered, and formulating his recommendations.  He noted he spent the first 14 years of his professional career 
in the audit side so the report does not surprise him.  Like other volunteer organizations, a skeleton staff takes 
care of the formal issues of the organization and there will be problems.  There may be significant deficiencies.  
He suggested in the near term, they ought to have an audit for the next several years.  It is a small price to pay to 
make it a strong organization.  He suspected there would be fewer exceptions and no significant deficiencies in 
the next audit.  He referenced Item 4 in the Recommendations which specified the report should be received 
within 60 days and he did not understand why that would be a problem.   
 
Mr. Krakower indicated that because they have professionals in the accounting industry who are volunteers, their 
time is limited, especially this time of the year.  He advised they would try to get it as soon as possible.  If it 
cannot be available within 60 days, it will be available in 90 days. 
 
In response to Councilman Fadgen, Mr. Krakower advised that the City would be expected to pay for the audit in 
the future because PAL has costs associated with monitoring the audit.   
 
Councilman Fadgen did not have a problem with the City funding that audit. 
 
Mr. Schneider commented on the fee charged for the audit and the time it took to complete it. 
 
Mayor Armstrong clarified this was a one-year audit with a look back to the previous year in order to be able to 
create the opening numbers.  There were questions asked and the answers were diligently pursued but the period 
of time prior to that was not audited.   
 
 * * * * 
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LEGISLATIVE ITEMS - None 
 
* * * * * 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL CONSENT AGENDA - None 
 
* * * * * 
 
CONSIDERATION OF COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Councilman Fadgen expressed embarrassment regarding the upcoming election because of the change in the 
qualifying law and the proclamation which clearly stated the filing period was open until January 9, 2009.  It was 
his view that elections were held to be contested, not to be avoided.  He was uncertain whether the prior filing 
period two years ago ended in seven days or in three days.  He questioned whether Christopher Swain had filed 
within the 7 days that was prescribed.  Councilman Fadgen stated that the proclamation from two years ago 
looks as if it was correct in terms of the number of days the filing period was open in order to fit the new 
ordinance.  However, the proclamation for this election was not correct.  He emphasized that Council had an 
opportunity to correct it and they failed to do so.   
 
Councilwoman Uria assumed that the five days were five business days.  She recommended that in the future, 
the packets clearly specify the filing dates.   
 
Councilman Levy commented that Councilman Fadgen was prolonging this issue and that Councilman Fadgen 
was the only one embarrassed by it.  He advised that if it was an error, it was corrected and the City Attorney 
agreed that everything was appropriate. 
 
Councilman Fadgen felt the proclamation was misleading. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
It was Councilwoman Bendekovic’s opinion that Mr. Swain deserves his money back if he filed after the 
qualifying period.   
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, to reimburse Mr. Swain for his qualifying 
fees and State assessment if he filed after the election qualifying period had closed.  Motion carried on the 
following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:  Uria, Bendekovic, Fadgen, Levy, Petrocelli 
 Nays:  None 
 
* * * * * 
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Councilman Fadgen also commented that the expenditure lists for the last several months have been prepared in 
a manner that is not useful.   
 
Motion by Councilman Fadgen to move it up on the priority list and get the right type of report that will be 
useful.  There was no second to the motion 
 
Mayor Armstrong reported that Mr. Herriman was not present.  However, he is responsible for overseeing and 
reporting on the new financial system.  She indicated that it is being worked on but, up to this time, it has been 
impossible to get the report in the same fashion that it had been presented.  She agreed with Councilman Fadgen 
and advised she shares his frustration.  Secondly, she felt it is important for Mr. Herriman to quantify and better 
define the information and put it into a form that is similar to the previous one.  She did not feel a motion was 
necessary at this time.  However, she underscored that if the City cannot do it technically, they need to do it 
manually. 
 
Councilman Fadgen requested an update on the matter next week and withdrew his motion.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilwoman Uria requested an update on the issue with the Business Park presented by Mr. Jehlen on 
January 7, 2009. 
 
Mayor Armstrong expressed appreciation to Councilwoman Bendekovic for her assistance in identifying the 
multiple problems at that location.  Mr. Jehlen is extremely grateful for the work that was done as of last Friday 
in getting the area cleaned up.  There are still some issues being addressed.   
 
* * * * *  
 
Councilman Levy requested the City Attorney look into the matter of bringing up unannounced motions during 
the Comments section of the meeting.  It appears to him that under the level of transparency, it does not give the 
public or other Council Members any chance to research it or know about it ahead of time and, therefore, cannot 
prepare.   
 
Mr. Lunny explained the City has a resolution on certain matters which are brought to the Council’s attention.  If 
Council wishes to expand its scope to include the type of items mentioned by Councilman Levy, it can do so.  In 
this City, the Council establishes its own rules of procedures and the Council president lays the groundwork.  
The Council members can ask the president to impose a rule of procedure that governs the Council.  Mr. Lunny 
advised he knows of no Council procedure other than that contained in this resolution which would prevent any 
member at any time from making a motion.  If that is something Council wishes to adopt in the interest of better 
preparation or more notice to the public, it can do so, but there is no restriction at this time.  In his view, most of 
the motion that are made, very rarely affect such significant issues of the City as to require a separate agenda 
topic.   
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Councilman Levy emphasized that it allows Council an opportunity to hide behind this rule and bring up matters 
of concern without the public or anyone having prior knowledge.  He did not believe this is fair to Council or the 
public.  He requested further research into the matter, perhaps getting an attorney general’s opinion, because he 
felt it violates certain Sunshine Laws.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Levy also commented that there is a new administration in Washington and a new seed of hope.  He 
wished them well.  He expressed hope that relations with the new administration would continue to be as good as 
they have been in the past and that the City of Plantation would walk hand-in-hand with the Federal Government 
in order to move forward over the next few years.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilwoman Bendekovic thanked Plantation United Methodist Church for hosting the Multi-Cultural event.   
 
She also noted that Mr. Jehlen was at the Park East Homeowners’ meeting last night and was grateful for 
everything that is being done.  Mr. Siegel will look into the landscaping. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Armstrong reported briefly on the meeting held this afternoon with the City of Sunrise on the Conflict 
Assessment process.  She thanked Councilman Petrocelli for attending in place of Councilman Levy.  She noted 
it was a good, constructive discussion.  Another meeting has been set for February 9, 2009 at 6:30 p.m. at 
Volunteer Park.  In the interim, because of the advertising requirements staff will meet with Bruce Muller, City 
Manager of Sunrise, along with some representatives from their staff to further the discussion on the topic of the 
berm and the costs associated therewith.  There is a good indication of a willingness to discuss the prospect for 
financing the extension of the berm.  They know that the City of Plantation has established a preference for 
doing a wall but with the projects on the table now, it is not likely to be a financially feasible solution.  
Therefore, the berm is being considered.  They have agreed to look at the installation of a traffic light and 
escrowing some bond funds partially from this developer and others coming forward for a signal between NW 
118th Avenue and Flamingo Road.  The conversation relative to payment for services will continue to be 
pursued.  They have also set the process in motion for conversations between both of the Planning staffs.  It was 
clearly indicated by the Mayors of the two cities and the manager that they are supportive of encouraging these 
conversations to a positive conclusion and goal.   
 
Councilman Petrocelli thanked Mayor Armstrong and Mr. Lunny for being at the meeting and presenting the 
City’s package.  The City of Plantation’s message was clear as to what is expected from the City of Sunrise.  He 
observed that this is probably the first meeting of its kind in the County or State and they all agreed that what is 
in the best interest of Plantation may also be in the best interest of Sunrise.  He noted that Davie has the same 
issue with I-595 and the costs associated therewith.  Everything broke down to costs.  The onus was put on the 
developers and they tried to work out a solution that is in the best interest of the residents.   
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Mr. Lunny also thought the conversations were very cordial, and his general impression was that the Sunrise 
folks were very willing to listen and engage with Plantation.  On the utilities issue with the sewer connection, 
they do not yet know what exactly will be required.  The current rough estimate would be 36 months and the 
City said that might be acceptable if the City could otherwise come to an agreement on the balance of the 
picture, recognizing that Plantation has no desire to take an action which would be detrimental to any resident’s 
health, regardless of whether it is the City of Plantation or not.   
 
With regard to the financial impacts which the City of Plantation requested for EMS, Fire, Police and parks, the 
Sunrise manager was concerned about how to develop a model and how to formulate a structured mechanism to 
account for impacts in this City.  The City of Plantation felt they should only be to DRI’s and that the City of 
Plantation could provide an offset for impacts that would give a credit for jobs that would benefit the City of 
Plantation residents.  This is an admittedly out-of-the-box discussion and the Mayor of Sunrise expressed a 
desire for the legislature or some greater body to establish some rules so that cities would know uniformly 
throughout the State how to deal with each other.  It may be something that can be solved by the time the County 
and Sunrise otherwise want to move on the Metropica application.  They were then supposed to have a 
discussion with the developers, and the process they are engaged in requires negotiations.  The City of Plantation 
requested 10 percent of those impacts and some contribution toward the traffic light.  He indicated he had no 
great expectation that they would be able to achieve that but that is where it was left.  Both cities advised they 
would have that discussion.  Both developers were present in the audience and both cities ignored their effort to 
interview in the discussion. 
 
With regard to the berm, Mr. Lunny advised the City of Sunrise had the same financial concerns as the City of 
Plantation in terms of their budget.  One of the elected officers felt that they would be willing to extrapolate the 
cost on the missing section of the berm.  He noted they did not discuss the understory planting throughout the 
remainder of the berm.  They focused mostly on the missing section.  They had not done cost estimating so the 
Mayor shared the City’s cost estimating and they would like to look at their upcoming budget to see whether 
they could allocate some funds for it.  The City of Plantation can expect them to request more aggressive 
participation that the City of Plantation might have signaled before.  The City of Plantation did not tell Sunrise 
that it would be willing to pay for any of this because Council has not authorized them to do so.  He emphasized 
they seemed to make a clear commitment to look at this issue in their upcoming budget.   
 
With regard to general compatibility issues, the City’s latest thought on that would be to try to have a stepped up 
height requirement so that as development goes west away from the Acres, there would be an increased height 
allowance.  As development moves closer to the Acres community, they would not have an unrestricted or 25-
story height limitation.  Their response to that was they thought they were built-out near the city and this would 
not happen again.  They were concerned about imposing a height restriction as opposed to just trying to handle 
this through a more careful development review process.  Mayor Wishner indicated the City would be more 
attentive to aesthetic impacts.   
 
Councilwoman Uria advised that they felt their property is built out and they would not want to make a land use 
change.  Since things change, she advised she would like the step-up height to be part of the ongoing 
negotiations. 
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In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mr. Lunny advised they would be present at the Broward County Meeting 
on January 29, 2008 requesting them not to approve the Metropica/Westerra projects at that time.  He further 
noted that the meeting on February 9, 2009 is a joint governmental meeting at Volunteer Park.   
 
Mayor Armstrong recognized that the City of Sunrise has currently planned and budgeted funds for enhancing 
the existing berm in all of the areas where it is completely void now.  They are planning to put in larger plants 
from NW 8th Street to NW 28th Avenue.   
 
Mr. Keefe indicated at the last Sunrise Commission Meeting they postponed both the Metropica and Westerra to 
February 10, 2009.   
 
Councilman Fadgen indicated he was unable to attend the County Commission meeting on January 13, 2009.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Petrocelli commented on a recent traffic accident and the rapid response of the Police and EMS.  He 
commended them on their service. 
 
* * * * * 
 
PUBLIC REQUESTS OF THE COUNCIL CONCERNING MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS  
 
Gia Ceniccola noted that last January she purchased a property at 930 S State Road 7.  They used their life 
savings and the help of a grant from the City of Plantation for the acquisition and parking lot upgrade of the 
building.  After working closely with each department in the City and completing the purchase, the issue of fire 
sprinklers has come up.  They were never mentioned in the grant agreement.  In order to complete the project 
and get the plans approved, they are being forced to sign an agreement, allowing 18 months to implement the fire 
sprinklers, at an estimated cost of between $50,000 and $100,000.  In this economy, Ms. Ceniccola felt fortunate 
to keep her doors open, and to shoulder this financial burden could threaten their ability to stay in business.  She 
noted they are not changing the building’s usage and they did not alter the interior of the building other than 
cosmetics.  It is a one-story office building with five exits offering ample opportunity to exit in case of 
emergency.  They have smoke detectors in each room and an alarm system.  The distance to the center of the rear 
of her property is less than 100 feet.  From the sidewalk to the back door is less than 90 feet,  She was hoping to 
make some kind of resolution or compromise with the Fire Department in order not to shoulder this financial 
burden.  There are 19 properties along the two blocks that are in the same position as them.  They are a family-
owned business and they have no such budget to afford this burden.  Seven of the 19 building are already vacant.  
They feel it is due to the economy and the fact that the City of Plantation is forcing the installation of fire 
sprinklers in order to lease the buildings.  It is bringing down their property value and making the street less 
desirable to business owners and more attractive to the bad element that already exists in the Gateway 
redevelopment area.   
 
Ms. Ceniccola also commented on an area to the rear of her building which is now owned by the City of Fort 
Lauderdale.  There is talk about them annexing it to the City of Plantation.  If that were to happen and that area 
was paved, they would have an opportunity to have an area for the City or the Fire Department to turn their fire 
trucks around.  She advised she would hate to spend all that money when that option might be available in the 
future.  She was concerned about signing an 18-month agreement and then perhaps not being able to secure 
financing for this upgrade.  In that event, she questioned whether she would be fined. 
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Mayor Armstrong advised the Fire Service Agreement and the need for fire sprinklers systems in the locations 
along State Road 7 was a process that was vetted through the Fire Department a number of years ago with an 
understanding that the buildings needed to be sprinkled.  At the same time, the recognition was also put in place 
that many businesses would have some difficulty doing it on an immediate basis; therefore, the agreements were 
put in place to structure the implementation or defer it until to a later timeframe.  She suggested Chief Pudney 
look into the situation.   
 
Chief Pudney indicated he is not familiar with this particular building.  He explained that when DOT widened 
the road, there were some issues on S State Road 7, predominately with fire department access, which is a code 
requirement.  The properties in question cannot provide the access that the code requires.  The code allows the 
authority having jurisdiction, which is the City, to come up with an alternative.  The alternative is a sprinkler 
system.  It is compounded by the fact that in this area the water supply is provided by Broward County and it is 
in the rear of the buildings.  He noted it is expensive and there will be difficulty with permitting because of the 
Broward County component.  They have had issues on S State Road 7 since DOT did the widening.  The Fire 
Service Agreement is up to 24 months to try to give the businesses some time to comply.  There is a document 
that is recorded and it is binding on the property owner.  There is no fine attached but it is the revocation of the 
certificate of occupancy for the business.  He advised he is working two properties in that area.  They found 
other solutions which are property specific and require some joint access agreements between two properties as 
well as some changes to their access.  He advised he would look at the property to see if something similar can 
be worked out. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Bob Horland, resident, thanked Mayor Armstrong for having the audit.  He felt it was an important part of PAL 
since they have not been audited for many years.  It was his view that the organization has been run sloppily and 
that it needs to be run professionally.  He commented on the $104,000 of PAL money that was taken and the 
$52,000 that was paid back.   
 
He also advised that while Mr. Krakower had to spend $7,500 for audit, a savings of more than that was realized 
for the kids.  He noted they wanted to give $12,500 to assist in this audit.  He underscored they spend a lot of 
money on gift cards which came out of the kids’ money.  He expressed concern about the cell phone bills, the 
purchase of cell phones and the bills for food.  He underscored this is a volunteer organization and sometimes 
they have a sense of entitlement.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Peter Tingom, resident, also thanked Council for ordering the audit because two weeks ago, he pointed out some 
of the items of concern to him, and there are still some matters which he felt need to be addressed.  He 
commented on the fact that there were 24 instances where 1099’s were not issued to officials and he hoped that 
this would not jeopardize their status.  At the December 15, 2008 meeting, he found it difficult to believe they 
got $29,000 in small bills to give to referees for a three-day tournament.  The high school referees in all of 
Broward County are paid after the fact and for over ten years they have been collecting their social security 
numbers.  He indicated PAL is failing to do that and he was hopeful they could achieve that in the next 60 to 90 
days.  He recognized there were 14 significant deficiencies and material weaknesses and they are working to 
correct them.  He felt it would be a great recommendation for an annual audit to take place because the cost will 
come down as people familiarize themselves with the procedures.   
 
* * * * * 
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WORKSHOP - None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:49 p.m. 
 
 
 
         _____________________________ 
         Rico Petrocelli, President  
         City Council 
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