
City Council, September 14, 2011    Plantation, Florida  12898 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was called to order by Councilwoman Uria, President of the City Council.   
 
1. Roll Call by City Clerk: 

Councilmember: Ron Jacobs 
Robert A. Levy 
Lynn Stoner 
Peter S. Tingom 

   Sharon Moody Uria 
 Mayor:  Diane Veltri Bendekovic 
 City Attorney: Donald Lunny, Jr.  
 
 * * * * * 
 
2. The invocation was offered by Mayor Bendekovic.  
  
 The Pledge of Allegiance followed. 
 
* * * * *  
 
ITEMS SUBMITTED BY THE MAYOR 
 
Mayor Bendekovic read a Proclamation designating Friday and Saturday, September 16 and 17, 2011, as Spirit 
of Freedom Days for Junior Achievement in the City of Plantation.  
 
Karen Berg, of the Junior Achievement World at the Broward College, accepted the proclamation. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Bendekovic introduced State Senator Eleanor Sobel.  Ms. Sobel provided a Legislative update as follows: 
 

• Committee meetings begin next week. 

• They are dealing with a lot of food stamp and unemployment issues. 

• She is working on a Bill to deal with the liposuction and death issue.  The Bill will create higher 
standards to make sure that the proper anesthesia is used.  Perhaps this procedure should be done at an 
ambulatory facility or in a hospital setting. 

• She is on the redistricting committee.  There is some concern that Plantation has four House members 
and two Senators.  We are guided by Amendments #5 and #6 that the people of Florida voted for.  63% 
of the State voted for Amendments #5 and #6.  #6 deals with the Congressional Districts and #5 deals 
with the Legislature.   
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• Hopefully there will be some maps so that we can work on adhering to Amendments #5 and #6, which 
basically say that political parties or incumbents shall not be protected; that a line shall be drawn 
according to communities of interest.  Cities and Counties are communities of interest.  Anyone can 
submit maps. 

• There will be a full scale meeting on Thursday, September 15, 2011.  It is opening week and it is from 
8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.   

• She filed a Bill called Caylee’s Law based on what she received from people.  That Law says that a death 
of a child must be filed within one or two hours. 

• Last year she had a texting Bill and was told that no texting Bill would pass in the State of Florida 
because it is very difficult to enforce. 

• Another Bill she has deals with anti-bullying.  Each school should have a voluntary point person to deal 
with this problem. 

• She attempted to get funding for BECON, public television. 

• Another Bill she is working on is a domestic partnership Bill. In Florida there are a lot of seniors, 
heterosexuals and gay people living together who would like to share pensions and/or insurance policies.  
She hopes that this will be seen not only as an equal rights matter but a civil opportunity matter in the 
State of Florida. 

 
In response to Councilwoman Uria, Ms. Sobel advised that she had a meeting with some of our community 
associations and Homeowner’s Associations regarding the septic tank law.  The law is not totally repealed but 
she believes there is no funding; therefore, nothing can happen.  She is aware of the concerns and her concern is 
for the areas near the springs to protect the water supply and the beautiful nature.  She knows that the people of 
Plantation are responsible.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Mayor Bendekovic made the following announcements: 
 

• The Farmers Market is at Volunteer Park every Saturday. 

• The Kids Day Off program will be at Plantation Central Park over the Thanksgiving holiday. 

• The Firefighter’s Memorial will be held at Fire Station #2 on October 15, 2011 at 10:00 a.m. 

• The Annual Firefighter’s Barbecue will be at Pine Island Park on November 6, 2011. 

• The Civil War Exhibit will be at the Plantation Historic Museum between September 17, 2011 and 
October 29, 2011. 

 
* * * * * 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
As a Commissioner of the CRA, Mayor Bendekovic has a voting privilege on Item No. 8. 
 
Mr. Lunny read the Consent Agenda by title. 
 
3. Approve upgrade to the Dell Equalogic Storage Area Network in the amount of $24,962.  (Budgeted – 

IT). 
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4. Request for authorization to continue purchasing ferric sulfate from Kemira Water Solutions, Inc. using 
the City of Plantation publicly advertised RFP #017-10 through September 28, 2012 at a cost of $0.9107 
per gallon.  (Budgeted – Utilities) 

 
5. Request for authorization to execute a one-year contract for purchase of water treatment membranes from 

Dow Water & Process Solutions in accordance with RFP #024-11 with two one-year extension options.  
(Budgeted – Utilities) 

 
Resolution No. 11336 

6. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period September 1 – September 7, 2011 for the Plantation Gateway Development District. 

 
Resolution No. 11337 

7. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period September 1 – September 7, 2011. 

 
Resolution No. 11338 

8. RESOLUTION approving the expenditures and appropriations reflected in the Weekly Expenditure 
Report for the period September 1 – September 7, 2011 for the City of Plantation’s Community 
Redevelopment Agency. 

 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilperson Stoner, to approve tonight’s Consent Agenda as 
presented.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
NOTE:  Mayor Bendekovic voted affirmatively on Item No. 8. 
 
* * * * * 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS – None. 
 
* * * * * 
             
LEGISLATIVE ITEMS    
 
Councilman Levy commented that tonight is the tentative vote. 
 
Councilwoman Uria advised that the final vote will be heard on the Second Hearing, next Wednesday, 
September 21, 2011. 
 

Resolution No. 11340 
10. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR PLANTATION GATEWAY 

DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT OF 1.2461 MILLS FOR THE OPERATING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 
1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; IDENTIFYING THE COMPUTED ROLLED-BACK 
MILLAGE RATE; PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 21, 
2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO FINALIZE THIS 
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MILLAGE RATE; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-420 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills.   
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rate of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 
The second public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 21, 2011. 

 
Resolution No. 11341 

11. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR PLANTATION MIDTOWN 
DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT OF 0.4072 MILLS FOR THE OPERATING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 
1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; IDENTIFYING THE COMPUTED ROLLED-BACK 
MILLAGE RATE; PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 21, 
2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO FINALIZE THIS 
MILLAGE RATE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 
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A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-42 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an increase of 
2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills.   
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rate of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 
The second public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 21, 2011. 
 

Resolution No. 11343 
13. RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE 

ESTIMATED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION BUDGETS OF THE DEPENDENT TAXING 
DISTRICT OF PLANTATION GATEWAY DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT FOR OPERATING FISCAL 
YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; PROVIDING FINDINGS; 
PROVIDING FOR A HEARING OF SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO FINALIZE THIS BUDGET; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
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Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-42 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 4.7702 mills, 
which is an increase of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 
The second public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 21, 2011. 
 

Resolution No. 11344 
14. RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE 

ESTIMATED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION BUDGETS OF THE DEPENDENT TAXING 
DISTRICT OF PLANTATION MIDTOWN DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT FOR THE OPERATING 
FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; PROVIDING FINDINGS; 
PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO FINALIZE THIS BUDGET; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, 
AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
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first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-42 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rate of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 

Resolution No. 11345 
15. RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE 

ESTIMATED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION BUDGET OF THE PLANTATION COMMUNITY 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY FOR THE OPERATING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; PROVIDING FINDINGS, PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON 
SEPTEMBER 21, 2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO 
FINALIZE THIS BUDGET; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-42 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
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3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rate of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 

__________ 
 
Mr. Herriman confirmed that the 4.6642 has to be used for advertising purposes.  Pursuant to Florida Statutes 
and the City of Plantation City Council for your consideration are tentative resolutions for the first public hearing 
for fiscal year 2012 as follows: 
 
Tentative millage resolution City of Plantation General Operating Fund 
Tentative millage resolution Plantation Gateway Development District 
Tentative millage resolution Plantation Midtown Development District 
Tentative millage resolution City of Plantation Aggregate 
 
For the City of Plantation General Operating Fund the proposed tentative millage rate is 4.6642.  The rolled back 
millage rate is 4.5325.  The percentage change is 2.91%. 
 
For Plantation Gateway Development District the proposed tentative millage rate is 1.2461.  The rolled back 
millage rate is 1.3015.  The percentage decrease is 4.26%.   
 
For Plantation Midtown Development district the proposed tentative millage rate is 0.4072.  The rolled back 
millage rate is 0.4234.  The percentage decrease is 3.83%. 
 
For the City of Plantation Aggregate Millage Rates the proposed tentative aggregate millage rate is 4.7702.  The 
rolled back millage rate is 4.6433.  The percentage change is 2.73%. 
 
The ad valorum tax revenue for the City General Operating Fund will provide personnel costs and capital items. 
 
For the Plantation Gateway Development District and Plantation Midtown Development District Operating 
Funds the ad valorum revenues will provide for capital improvements. 
 
Mayor Bendekovic advised that tonight is the public hearing of the budget.  The budget represents one of the 
most important documents presented to the City Council.  It establishes an operational and financial plan for the 
delivery of the City services.  In the City of Plantation, property values stabilized this year. The residential 
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taxable value increased by 1%.  Even with the slight taxable value increase, we approached this budget with a 
deficit of $7 million.  She recommended a 4.6142 millage rate.  This millage rate is a 2.2% increase in the 
property taxes for residents.  As in recent years, this year’s budget has been a difficult one to produce.  Plantation 
still continues to struggle with rising costs.  We have the task of creating a budget with approximately the same 
revenue generated in the year of 2006/2007.  The road to tonight has not been easy for any departments nor will 
the approval of a 4.6142 millage rate be an easy decision to make but it is one that is absolutely necessary.  To 
put this in perspective, the ad valroum revenue generated by a 4.6142 millage rate is approximately $29.9 
million.  This revenue does not even cover our Plantation Police Department’s budget of approximately $35 
million.  This final balanced budget is a combination of withdrawals from our reserves, expenditure reductions, 
revenue generated in certain areas, positions not filled and minimal capital improvements.  Capital 
improvements are now listed as a needs list instead of a wish list and a want list.  All department directors were 
tasked to create budgets with limited resources and revenue.  The budget process started in April.  It was 
delivered to Council the first week of August, which is earlier than prior years, and then followed by a four and a 
half hour budget workshop.  The balanced budget presented tonight is just those budgets; each department 
director, the Police Chief and the Fire Chief.  This is not any one person’s budget; it is a true team effort.  It is a 
combination of pulling resources and several hours of brainstorming.  Each director’s budget emphasizes a 
professional and responsible fiscal approach.   
 
Mayor Bendekovic provided a brief overview of the budget overview, ad valorum taxes, and General Fund 
Budget Presentation, etc., as follows: 
 

• The total budget for the City of Plantation for the General Fund is $81,141,241; $3,239,534 more than 
last year.   

• All of the funds combined together are $196,586,744.  

• For the year of 2012 a millage rate of 4.6142 is proposed.  This generates $641,000 additional ad valorum 
revenue. 

• Plantation Midtown remains the same at 0.4072 and Plantation Gateway remains the same at 1.246. 
 
Factors affecting our budget: 
 

• We approached the revenue year with a $7.7 million revenue deficit. 

• Capitalize on the stabilization of property values and the expansions of new construction. 

• Continue restructuring departments and personnel tasks. 

• Identify new revenues to support quality of service delivered in all departments. 

• Aging infrastructure and equipment becoming critical. 

• Reduced investment income due to poor market performance. 

• Realize additional savings through existing programs designed to cut costs such as our Tier 1 and Tier 2 
Pension Plan and our Employee Wellness Center. 

 
Difficulties with the 2012 budget: 
 

• Using non-reoccurring revenue and reserve funds and cutting one-time expenses; i.e. the Plantation 
Quarterly, employee picnic, and holiday money.  These items will not be available to cut next year. 

• We are already $4.8 million in deficit for the fiscal year of 2013 before passing the 2012 budget; $1.2 
million from this year’s reserve; $641,000 shortfall if no increase in the millage rate; $3 million from non 
reoccurring revenue and one-time expenses; i.e. building permits, Plantation Quarter, etc. 

• Recommending a slight millage increase to 4.6142, which is one-tenth of a mill and generates $641,000. 
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Budget priorities: 
 

• Absorb fiscal year 2012 cost increases while maintaining current service levels and programs. 

• Understand challenges of eliminating vacant positions and redistributing the work to existing staff; 
continue to adopt green initiatives in order to save energy; conserve resources and reduce our annual 
operating costs. 

• Provide resources to main parks, meet the increased demands for public safety services, provide a high 
quality Public Works program, complete projects in progress and those funded through the 2003 bond 
program and grant funding and identify funding sources for capital items; i.e. infrastructure and older 
equipment past the point of reasonable maintenance. 

 
Change in taxable property values: 
 

• Shows the change from 2012 versus 2011; $51,564,867.  It also shows the 1% increase this year. 
 
Reduction in ad valorum revenue: 
 

• Revenue in 2010 was $32 million and today, 2012, there is a difference of $2,529,572. 
 
How to fill the gap: 
 

• Use non-reoccurring revenue. 

• Continue working to recover Wilma funds.  They still owe us between $400,000 and $500,000. 

• Increase Business License tax by 5%. 

• Improve collection rate of EMS transport non-payment. 

• Increase employee contribution to the medical insurance, which would be 4% from all employees. 

• Eliminate Plantation Quarterly, employee picnic, Federal Lobbyist, and reduce contributions to some 
non-profit organizations. 

• Increase Parks & Recreation fees. 

• Wage freeze.  The savings was $759,000.  General employees have not received a merit raise in two out 
of the last three years. 

 
Use of the reserves: 
 

• Cost avoidance with Health and Wellness Center.  Claims are down by $732,000. 
 
General Fund Millage: 
 

• The proposed millage rate is 4.6142. 
 
Typical Tax Bill in Broward County: 
 

• The taxpayers’ obligation of $3,129.40 shown on property assessed at $200,000 with a Save our Homes 
1.5% increase and a $50,000 Homestead shows $705.97. 
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Proposed Millage Rate: 
 

• The proposed millage rate is 4.6142.  Out of 31 municipalities we are now 9th in millage rate.   

• Plantation ranks at #3 out of 31% with no assessment fees. 

• A year-to-year comparison on a $250,000 home, a $200,000 home and a $165,000.  The comparison 
shows the assessed value of the Save our Home at a 1.5% cap and a $50,000 Homestead Exemption.  

• Property ad valorum shows that in 2011 it was $20,000,088 and in 2012 it would be $29.68 million. 
 
General Fund Budget review: 
 

• Taxpayers generate 36.6% of the total revenue necessary for operations.  The rest is from the Franchise 
Fees and Utility taxes, which are 17.8%.  Revenue sharing is 14.7%; user fees are 8.7%; licenses and 
permits are 8.1%; transfers and reserves are 5.6%; other income is 5.4%; reimbursements are 2%; fines 
and forfeitures are 1.0%; and the investment income is .1%. 

 
General Fund Budget overview: 
 

• Taxes, fees, revenue sharing, other income total $76,605,453 and the operating transfers and appropriate 
balance and reserves are $4,535,788 for a total of $81,141,241 in the General Fund.   

• We have salaries, wages and benefits; operating costs; services and allocated costs; grants and aids; and 
capital expenditures, which total the same as the revenue. 

• Full time personnel 602; part-time personnel-223; and the proposed millage rate of 4.6142. 
 
General Fund Expenditure: 
 

• Personnel costs represent 73.6% of the total General Fund budget. 

• Service and allocated costs are 13.4%. 

• Operating transfers are 9%. 

• Materials and supplies are 2.6%. 

• Grants and aid are .6%. 

• Capital costs are .4%. 

• Salaries and benefits are 73.9%. 
 
General Fund Expenditure Highlights: 
 

• Employee benefits include medical and dental, Workers’ Compensation, long term disability, employee 
pensions and payroll taxes.   

• Salaries include employee and public safety departments. 

• Services include consulting fees, communications, utilities, repair and maintenance of the equipment. 

• Materials and supplies include fuel, protective gear, recreational equipment and landscaping. 

• Capital costs include technology upgrades, playground equipment, landscape replacement, equipment 
maintenance and vehicle replacement. 

• The General Fund total personnel is 602. 

• General services, protective services, transportation, environmental services and recreational and cultural 
services. 
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Personnel Cost Reduction: 
 

• Salaries and Wages; total reduction was $205,113. 

• The General Fund reduction was $170,509. 

• Other funds reduction was $34,604. 

• The General Fund positions not filled; there were eight full time.  60 part-time positions were added. 

• General Fund positions eliminated include Executive Office Assistant in Landscaping, Budget Manager, 
Landscape Design Coordinator, four maintenance workers, Principal Office Assistants and three police 
officers who were not funded in 2010/2011.  There was reorganization in Design & Construction which 
combined with Landscaping. 

 
General Fund Expenditure: 
 

• Police – 42.8% 

• Parks and Rec – 11.2% 

• Public Works – Central Services – 10.8% 

• Administration PR – 7% 

• Fire – 3.9% 

• IT – 4.1% 

• Human Resources – 1.4% 

• Building – 2.5% 

• Design, Landscape and Construction - .8% 

• Financial Services – 1.9% 

• Planning, Zoning and Economic Development – 1.9% 

• Engineering – 1.1% 

• Library – Historical Museum – 1.0% 

• City Clerk - .8% 

• Transfers – 9.0% 
 
What We Will Not Be Able To Fund 
 

• Eight positions. 

• Fire Station 1 replacement and refurbishment. 

• Restrooms and playrooms renovation at the City park. 

• Fire Engine ladder truck, utility truck and Rescue vehicle for the Fire Department. 

• Neighborhood enhancement and road restoration projects. 

• Vehicle replacements for many of the departments. 

• Regional Wastewater Treatment rehabilitation. 

• $7.8 million in needed capital expenditure for the General Fund. 

• Support for many non-profit organizations. 
 
Planned Improvements 
 

• Plantation Midtown 84th Avenue Greenway; this was grant funded and was part of the grant that was 
given from the County of a $4.1 million grant. 



City Council, September 14, 2011    Plantation, Florida  12910 

• The CRA and Plantation Gateway Development District northeast quadrant improvements. 

• Country Club Estates and Park East link the multi-use recreational trail, which was done with an FDOT 
grant. 

 
Other Fund Highlights 
 

• Enterprise Funds - Fire Rescue 

• User fees – total revenue of $7,604,979. 

• Expenditures are the same. 

• There are 58 full time personnel. 
 
The Fire Department has a response time of four minutes.  The response time is from the minute the call comes 
in.  Many other Fire Departments do their response time from the time that the fire truck or vehicle leaves the 
bay.   
 

• The revenue for the Golf Course is $4,597,808. 

• Expenditures are the same. 

• There are zero full time City personnel because Guidant Management manages the Golf Course. 

• The revenue for Utilities is $49,481,626. 

• Expenditures are the same. 

• There are 96 full time personnel. 
 
Other Special Funds 
 

• CDBG 

• CRA 

• Library Board 

• NSP (Neighborhood Stabilization Program) 

• Plantation Gateway Development District 

• Plantation Midtown Development District 

• Road and Traffic Control 

• SHIP program 
 
Summary 
 
Even through the lean years we are working to maintain our infrastructure, meet daily emergency response 
expectations, protect property values through Neighborhood Stabilization Programs, provide recreational 
programs to residents, sustain and improve technological needs.  This is only possible thanks to the experience, 
professional, fiscally responsible leadership on all levels within our work place.  Team Plantation employees are 
dedicated, hardworking, loyal, focused and customer friendly.   
 
Mayor Bendekovic thanked all of the Department Heads and her support staff for their dedicated efforts and 
preparation in the formulation of this balanced budget.  She also thanked the City Council for their commitment 
and support during the budget process and the continued leadership in developing Plantation as a place where the 
grass is truly greener.   
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In response to Councilwoman Uria, Mr. Lunny indicated that it is appropriate to make separate motions and 
separate votes. 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Levy, to approve Resolution No. 11340 with the 
millage rate of 1.2461 for the Plantation Gateway Development District.  Motion carried on the following roll 
call vote: 
 
 Ayes:   Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Levy, to approve Resolution No. 11341 with the 
millage rate of 0.4072 for the Plantation Midtown Development District.  Motion carried on the following roll 
call vote: 
 
 Ayes:   Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Levy, to approve Item No. 9 for the City of 
Plantation Tentative Budget for operating fiscal year October 1, 2011 to September 30, 2012.  Motion carried 
on the following roll call vote: 
 
Councilman Tingom withdrew the motion. 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, to approve Resolution No. 11343 for the 
budget of the Plantation Gateway Development District for the fiscal year October 1, 2011 to September 30, 
2012.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:   Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilwoman Uria, to approve Resolution No. 11344 for the 
budget of the Plantation Midtown Development District for the fiscal year October 1, 2011 to September 30, 
2012.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes:   Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Levy, to approve Resolution No. 11345 for the 
tentative budget for the Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency for fiscal year October 1, 2011 to 
September 30, 2012.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 

Ayes:   Jacobs, Levy, Stoner, Tingom, Uria 
 Nays: None 
 
* * * * * 
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 Resolution No. 11339 
9. RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE TENTATIVE MILLAGE RATE FOR THE CITY OF 

PLANTATION OF 4.6642 MILLS FOR THE OPERATING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 
THROUGH SEPTEMBER 30, 2012, IDENTIFYING THE CITY ONLY ROLLED-BACK MILLAGE 
RATE, THE AGGREGATE MILLAGE AND AGGREGATE ROLLED-BACK RATE; AND; 
OTHERWISE, DIRECTING THE CITY CLERK TO ADVERTISE THE TENTATIVE AGGREGATE 
MILLAGE RATE, THE AGGREGATE ROLLED-BACK MILLAGE RATE AND THE DATE OF THE 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR FINALIZING OF SUCH MILLAGES AND BUDGETS; PROVIDING 
FINDINGS, PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN DEFECTIVE DATE 
THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-420 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% for the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rate of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 
The second public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 1, 2011.   

__________ 
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Dennis Conklin, resident, requested that this item be pulled.  He attended the previous Budget Workshop 
meeting and referenced Item G that had a motion that Council was not going to raise the millage rate.  He was 
surprised to see that the memorandum for the millage was changed from last year’s 4.5142 mills up to 4.6142.   
 
Mayor Bendekovic explained that there was a consensus during the Workshop meeting.  The consensus was that 
Council did not agree with the $1.1 million increase.  No one indicated what the millage rate or increase should 
be; therefore, she took it upon herself, along with staff, to change the millage to 4.6142, which was down .05%, 
taking into consideration that this Council chose, with a consensus, that the $1.1 million was not acceptable.   
 
Councilman Levy indicated that anytime a meeting is labeled as Workshop there is not an official vote.  A 
Workshop is strictly for Council to get an opinion and an idea prior to the actual meeting and an official vote. 
 
Betty Cobb, resident, was present.  She had several questions and comments. 
 
In response to Ms. Cobb, Mayor Bendekovic advised that commuter fees were discussed during the Workshop 
and this issue will be brought back at another time.  At that time, Council felt there was not enough information.  
She believes the commuter fees they were going to implement totaled $88,000 both for the Police and the 
General Employees.  With regard to the Building Department, three of the largest developments we have ever 
had have been approved and permitting says that we are up almost $2 million.   
 
Councilman Tingom commented that the Building Department is self-sufficient.  They pay their salaries by the 
fees they collect.  It is run like an Enterprise Fund. 
 
In response to Ms. Cobb, Councilman Levy advised that the Area Agency on Aging is also a resource for the 
disabled and the elderly in Broward County.  They provide extremely fine statistics and list every single person 
in the City that they provide aid to.  He stated that for every dollar that Plantation gives them they get $4 from 
the State and the Federal Government towards services.  They prorate so you only pay for services you are 
getting from the previous year in your City.   
 
In response to Ms. Cobb, Mayor Bendekovic advised that the donation to the Chamber of Commerce two years 
ago was $37,315; last year it was $34,718 and this year it was $38,205.  There was a $7,000 reduction; we had 
three pages in the directory, which was reduced to two pages for a cost of $4,100 and the Best of Plantation was 
$2,500 and the funding was taken away from that.  Money given to the Chamber of Commerce does not include 
the Christmas parade or the Celebrate Plantation. 
 
Police Chief Harrison indicated that the cost for police service at the 4th of July parade was $8,673 and the 
fireworks were $4,228.  The holiday parade, last year, was $7,731.14. 
 
Mayor Bendekovic stated that according to the department donation balances, we have received $194,105.   
 
Councilman Levy commented that from October 1, 2009 to August 31, 2011 the total amount to the Chamber of 
Commerce was $110,239. 
 
Mayor Bendekovic clarified that the dates should be from October 1, 2008 to August 31, 2011.  The $110,239 is 
for three years, not two years. 
 
Ms. Cobb is concerned because eventually residents will have to pay a stormwater fee, which is needed in most 
parts of Plantation.  She provided some ideas with the hopes that the budget could be cut a little more. 
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Councilman Levy indicated that no decision has been made regarding a stormwater fee.  This discussion will be 
coming back in October 2011. 
 
Pat Sullivan, resident, commented on employee salaries and benefits.  It is encumbent on the Council to be sure 
to spend money as wisely as possible.  He expressed concern regarding the high cost of employment. 
 
Mr. Herriman clarified the salary wages and benefits also include 223 part-time employees.   
 
Jerry Fadgen, resident, was present.  He stated that the maximum millage rate set in July emphasized that this 
was a work in progress.  He attended the August 31, 2011 meeting and did not see any progress in the work in 
progress at that time.  Even today, he does not see that there has been much progress in getting a reduction of 
expenditures and hopes that there will be some progress within the next week.  He mentioned inflation and urged 
further cuts.  He suggested that other avenues be explored to enhance revenue to the City such as consolidating 
the three Purchasing divisions, eliminating the Deputy Police Chief position, charging any commuters who go 
outside of the City, and eliminating the Police Department National Accreditation program.  He noted that the 
reserves are for an emergency. 
 
Councilman Levy reminded Mr. Fadgen that over a half a million dollars has already been cut from the budget 
that was first proposed; he thinks that is great progress.  Action has been taken by reducing pensions and benefits 
for new hires and by implementation of the Tier 2 program.  Hundreds of positions have been eliminated from 
staff, the budget has been cut by 14% from when he was first elected, pension benefits have been reduced and 
Council is still working on the budget.  As far as the economy, the Federal Reserve has said, “Look for interest 
rates to stay for about two years and then they are going to start rising”.  As far as Purchasing, there are certain 
requirements for bidding for purchases, etc. and we follow and adhere to those requirements.  We also review 
and vote on all major purchases.  As far as Purchasing, he is not sure that consolidation is the best way to go 
because there is not enough information.  With regard to the Deputy Police Chief, if something were to happen 
to the Chief what would happen?  As far as take home cars, Council came up with a policy where people will 
have to pay mileage and taxes on those cars.  With regard to accreditation, he does not want to have a Police 
Department that is not accredited.   
 
Mr. Fadgen agrees that Mayor Bendekovic has accomplished a great deal in terms of the budget she prepared.  
His starting point was when the maximum rate was set.  It was stressed that it was a work in progress and from 
that point and time he does not see that there was much progress.  He stated that the certification the City chose 
to have with their Police Department had nothing to do with being a certified Police Department; it is a National 
Certification but not a required certification.  The individual police officers are certified by the State; that is all 
that is required by the Police Department.  He reiterated that there is an overhead cost associated with the 
National Accreditation Program. 
 
Councilwoman Uria stated that one of the requirements to move into a City for some of the larger businesses was 
that certification.   
 
Chief Harrison indicated that the annual cost is about $5,800.  That is for International Accreditation; it is not 
National anymore. 
 
Mayor Bendekovic commented that we have a hybrid in Central Purchasing.  Because of all of the supplies and 
materials we have specialized Purchasing in the Police Department, the Utilities Department and in the Public 
Works Department.   
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Bob Knox, resident, questioned the total Reserve Fund as of today and how much is going to be taken out to 
balance the budget.  He also questioned whether all other avenues have been explored by the City Council and 
the Mayor.   
 
Councilwoman Uria stated that she believed the $641,000 was coming out of the Reserve Fund. 
 
Mr. Herriman advised that the total would be $1.2 million.  As of September 30, 2010, the Reserves per the last 
audit statement, was about $29.5 million.   
 
Councilman Tingom explained that the new accounting standards have a list of requirements that have to be met 
with minimum standards.  We are close; however, he agrees that if we continue to draw $1 million per year from 
the Reserves that we could be in serious trouble at some point. 
 
Mr. Herriman concurred that the Reserves need to be preserved and everything possible is being done to 
maintain it. 
 
Marcus Hurt, resident and employee, commented on the millage increase.  He distributed information of a 
canvass he did in his neighborhood of 106 homes; 40 people talked to him; 33 were in favor of the millage 
increase and seven were opposed.  During a few of the conversations one resident commended the Public Works 
Department, another expressed appreciation to the Fire Department, and another was very thankful for the 
services EMS provides.  He urged the Council not to take away the holiday parades and thanked them for taking 
over the summer camp.   
 
Tom Armstrong, resident, commented that the budgets are very well done.  He cautioned that we need to be 
careful with the Reserves.  Everyone must work together in order to move forward. 
 
Lucille Justin, resident, thanked Mayor Bendekovic for the personal telephone call.  She noted that the area is 
looking better; however, her neighborhood needs some renovation and she requested trees. 
 
John Montefusco, resident and employee, commented that the employee salaries are only a percentage of the 
total budget.  He stated that he enjoys living in this City and would hate for services to be taken away in order to 
balance a budget. 
 
Rae Carole Armstrong, resident, indicated that she is proud to be a resident of Plantation.  She stated that Mayor 
Bendekovic and the staff have done a great job.  It is exceptional that the Department Directors and the 
employees within the City have committed to maintain the standards that are expected in the City. She 
commended Mr. Hurt for conducting a survey because that is the type of thing that represents the true nature of 
those in Plantation.  Now is the time to take a look at where we are and take it a little bit at a time to be sure that 
the Reserves are secure.  The Fund Balance is $29 million, not the Reserves, and it is spread across multiple 
accounts that have a piece of those funds in order to be able to continue the work that has been laid out.  The 
Reserves that we have are right at the brink at the minimum and we need to maintain those so that we will be 
able to bond in the future if it is decided that is what should be done in order to maintain the need for capital 
investment over a period of the next five years.  She encouraged Council to accept the proposed millage rate, as 
it provides a very stable position for the City today and is what needs to be done in order to be sure that next year 
we are able to move in a continued positive direction to get through these tough economic times. 
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Councilperson Stoner believes that the Fire and Police services have to be at the top of the list due to the 
important services provided.  She commented that the 2010 Census shows that Plantation has just under 86,000 
residents and about 36,000 households; however, the poverty level across the country is close to the Depression 
area of poverty level.  It is assumed that the City is insolated from those statistics and that they are immune from 
the downturn in the economy.  She contacted the School Board and found that in Broward County 58.73% of 
students in the public school system are on free or reduced lunches.  Surprisingly, 57% of the children in 
Plantation public schools are on free or reduced lunches.  The impact the economy has is across the board.  She 
commended Mayor Bendekovic and staff for putting a tremendous amount of effort into the budget.  What was 
presented tonight also reflected that we already have a budget deficit going into the next budget year.  
Ultimately, the Mayor is responsible for balancing and implementing the budget and Council is here to make 
suggestions.   
 
Mayor Bendekovic clarified that when figures are given for free and reduced lunches they are collective, they do 
not only target the children in Plantation.  Some of the Plantation schools have more residents from other cities 
than in Plantation.  She concurred, the City is not immune to rising costs and that is the key.  She would 
appreciate knowing the figures for Plantation residents. 
 
Councilperson Stoner stated that she would be happy to follow up.  She believes that the information provided is 
relevant.   
 
Councilwoman Uria referenced Senator Sobel’s words, “We have unemployment issues, income has dropped 
and we have a housing crisis”.  There are phantom foreclosures in the real estate market, which are foreclosures 
that have not yet hit the market; the banks are holding those.  There is also shadow inventory.  People are getting 
to the point that they cannot afford their houses and cannot put them on the market because that was their 
retirement investment and they are holding on.  We have already stated that we are heading for a deficit next 
year; what do we do?  Do we keep increasing the millage?  She is not sure that is the answer.  She agreed with 
Mr. Fadgen and stated that government does need to reset and if not, it needs to stay status quo.  She appreciates 
the fact that the amount of the millage was decreased; however, an extra $20 or $30 is not going to help people 
who are having financial difficulties.  She mentioned that the first meeting in October the Council is looking at a 
stormwater drainage tax fee and then a bond.  She will not be supporting the millage increase. 
 
Councilman Levy advised that this City began resetting many years ago and we have set in motion policies that 
will save more money year after year.  He believes that Council is trying their best to be able to maintain the 
quality of life that Plantation residents have come to know and do it for the least possible amount of money.  He 
thinks that people understand that as in life, everything does go up in cost.  We have to keep cutting and looking 
at numbers of personnel; however, it cannot be done at the expense of the commitment to the community.  We 
have to realize that there has to be a cause and effect on everything that is done.  The effect has to be for the 
continuation of the quality of life that Plantation residents expect.  He is supporting the minimal increase in the 
millage rate so that the quality of life can be maintained for everyone. 
 
Councilman Tingom stated that our Police Department does not instruct residents to come in to fill out a police 
report as most surrounding cities do.  Our Fire Rescue team has the best response time and our Volunteer Fire 
Department saves us approximately $17 million per year.  The quality of life in Plantation is excellent.  He 
supports the minimal increase so that the quality can be maintained.  He believes that we need to maintain the 
accreditation as a quality City.  His biggest fear is that he does not want to draw down the Reserves so far that 
we are in trouble or cannot get a rating or bonded.  We also have a significant issue with respect to infrastructure 
and capital.  Less than 1% has been invested for about five years and at some point we are going to have to pay 
that price.   
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Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Jacobs, to approve Resolution No. 11339 adopting 
the tentative millage rate of 4.6142 for the City of Plantation operating fiscal year October 1, 2011 to 
September 30, 2012.  Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Jacobs, Levy, Tingom  
 Nays: Stoner, Uria 
  
* * * * * 

 
Resolution No. 11342 

12. RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE ADOPTION AND APPROVAL OF THE TENTATIVE 
CONSOLIDATED ESTIMATED REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION BUDGET OF THE CITY OF 
PLANTATION FOR THE OPERATING FISCAL YEAR OCTOBER 1, 2011 THROUGH 
SEPTEMBER 30, 2012; PROVIDING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR A HEARING ON SEPTEMBER 
21, 2011 COMMENCING AT 7:30 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS TO FINALIZE THIS 
BUDGET; PROVIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE 
THEREFOR. 

 
A memorandum dated September 8, 2011 to the Honorable Diane Veltri Bendekovic, Mayor and Members of 
City Council, from Herbert V. Herriman, Finance Director, follows: 
 
Pursuant to Florida Statues and the City of Plantation Council, the First Public Budget Hearing is scheduled 
for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 14, 2011.  Enclosed are tentative millage and budget resolutions for the 
first public hearing, based on the maximum millage established by City Council on July 13, 2011 and 
submitted on the DR-42 forms to the Property Appraiser, as follows: 
 

1. Tentative Millage Resolution- City of Plantation 
2. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
3. Tentative Millage Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
4. Tentative Budget Resolution – City of Plantation 
5. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Gateway Development District 
6. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Midtown Development District 
7. Tentative Budget Resolution – Plantation Community Redevelopment Agency 

 
The City of Plantation Budget is based on the General Fund operating millage of 4.6642 mills, which is an 
increase of 2.91% from the rolled-back millage rate of 4.5325 mills. 
 
The Plantation Gateway Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 1.2461 mills, 
which is a decrease of 4.26% from the rolled-back millage rate of 1.3015 mills. 
 
The Plantation Midtown Development District Budget is based on the operating fund millage of 0.4072 mills, 
which is a decrease of 3.83% from the rolled-back millage rte of 0.4234 mills. 
 
The City of Plantation Aggregate Budget is based on the operating millage of 4.7702 mills, which is an increase 
of 2.73% of the rolled-back millage rate of 4.6433 mills. 
 
However, as a result of the August 31, 2011 City Council Workshop with the Mayor and Department Directors, 
the increased recommended millage has been reduced from 0.1500 mills to 0.1000 mills (to 4.6142 mills) or a 
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reduction of $302,502 and is reflected in the amended recommendation from the Mayor.  The amended 
recommendation also includes consolidating the Pledged Revenue Fund budget and the fund balance reserves 
from the Designated Capital Improvement and Reserve Fund into the General Fund. 
 
The second public hearing is scheduled for 7:30 p.m., Wednesday, September 21, 2011. 

__________ 
 
Dennis Conklin, resident, was present.  He reiterated what has been said about the budget.  He understands that 
the millage rate passed on first reading and hopes that Council will continue to review the budget, as it is a work 
in progress.   
 
Mayor Bendekovic advised that the budget and the Citizens Report will be online in a few days.  She thanked 
everyone for supporting the budget. 
 
Motion by Councilman Tingom, seconded by Councilman Levy, to approve Resolution No. 11342, the 
proposed budget for the City of Plantation beginning October 1, 2011 running until September 30, 2012.  
Motion carried on the following roll call vote: 
 
 Ayes: Jacobs, Levy, Tingom  
 Nays: Stoner, Uria 
 
* * * * * 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL CONSENT AGENDA –  None. 
 
* * * * * 
 
QUASI-JUDICIAL ITEMS   -  None. 
 
* * * * * 
 
COUNCILMEMBERS’ COMMENTS  
 
Councilperson Stoner wished Councilwoman Uria a happy birthday. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Tingom commented that he attended the Chamber of Commerce luncheon and there were 20 new 
members.  He believes that the Chamber of Commerce is an important part of our community and we should 
continue to support it. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Councilman Levy mentioned today’s newspaper and noted that a gentleman in the Survivor cast is a baseball 
coach in Plantation.   
 
* * * * *  
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PUBLIC REQUESTS OF THE COUNCIL CONCERNING MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS 
 
Dennis Conklin, resident, commended the Council for having the courage to face the preparation of the budget.  
He noted that if they would have voted not to increase the millage and stop the spending the residents would be 
more supportive.   
 
* * * * * 
 
Mr. Conklin thanked Mayor Bendekovic for proclaiming the Constitution.   
 
* * * * * 
 
George Lord, resident, indicated that he would like to see an ordinance that gives Code Enforcement more 
authorization to expedite compliance. 
 
Councilman Tingom stated that the process is moving twice as fast as it used to.  If it needs to be accelerated he 
is certain that Council would entertain that. 
 
* * * * * 
 
Wendy Broccoli, Volunteer Firefighter, advised that she ran in the Tunnel for Tower 5k in Fort Lauderdale this 
weekend.  The run was in memory of a firefighter who died running through a tunnel in full gear.  The following 
day she saw two fire trucks in front of St. Gregory’s Church and firemen were lined on both sides with a bagpipe 
playing.  Apparently the Pastor called the Plantation Fire Department and invited them to be a part of the service 
on 9/11 and they did.   
 
* * * * *  
 
WORKSHOPS - None 
 
* * * * * 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:14 p.m. 
      
 
 
 
        _____________________________ 
        Sharon Uria, President  
              City Council 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
______________________________ 
Susan Slattery 
City Clerk 
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RECORD ENTRY: 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the Original of the foregoing signed Minutes was received by the Office of the City 
Clerk and entered into the Public Record this ______ day of ___________________, 2012. 
 
 
          ________________________ 
          Susan Slattery, City Clerk 


